Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b29423995 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


OF  THE 


BROMYARD,  DORE,  HEREFORD,  LEDBURY, 
LEOMINSTER, 


AND 


WEOBLEY  RURAL  DISTRICTS, 


AND  OF  THE 


BROMYARD  URBAN  DISTRICT, 

1909. 


ISSUED  MAY  30TH,  1910. 

HEREFORD : 

Printed  by  The  Hereford  Times  Limited,  Maylord  Street. 


INDEX  TO  CONTENTS 


A. 

PAGE 

Adoptive  Acts  . . . . . . . . . . . . 22 

Ages  at  Death  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 

Area  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

B. 

Bakehouses  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 21 

Barrs,  J.  D.  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  151 

Barrs,  T.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • 39 

Births  . . . . . . . . . . . , . . . . 4 

Bromyard  Rural  . . . . . . . . . . . . 25 

Bromyard  Urban  . . . . . . . . . . . . . 147 

„ ,,  Drainage  . . 150 

,,  „ Common  Lodging  Houses  . . . . . . 152 

» „ Water  Supply 151 

By-laws  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23 

C. 

Cadbury,  Messrs.,  Convalescent  Home  . . . . . . . . 161 

Cancer  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11 

Cave,  D.  W.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 117 

Cawsey,  T.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 97 

Census  Returns  . . . . . . . . 48,  66,  86,  100,  120 

Colwall  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 97 

Corrected  Birth-rate  . . . . . . . . . . . . 4 

Cowsheds  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 19 

D. 

Dairies  . . . . . . . , . . . . . . . . 19 

Dampness  in  Houses  12 

Deaths  . . . . # , . . . , s 

Death-rate  corrected  . . . 7 

Dore 


Earth  closets 


E. 


Factories 
Fowles,  F. 


Gwillim,  P. 


F. 


G. 


H. 

Hereford 
Hop-pickers 
Hospital  (Bromyard) 

,,  (Hereford).. 

House  Accommodation 
House  Refuse 

Housing,  Town  Planning,  &c.,  Act,  1909 


Illegitimacy 
Infantile  Mortality  . . 
Infectious  Diseases 
Inspection  of  Districts 
Inspectors’  Duties  . . 
Isolation  Hospitals  . . 


I. 


L. 

Laundries 
Lead  Workers 
Ledbury 
Leominster 
Lewis,  J. 

Lodging  Houses,  Common 
Longtown  Water  Supply 


Notifiable  Diseases  . . 


N. 


O. 


11. 


PAGE 
. 16 


23 

77 


••  57 


. . 67 

2L  35 

• 30 

• 76 

11 

• *7 
. 12 


••5,7 

..6,7 

• •7,8 

. . 22 

. . 22 

..  8 


24 

24 

87 

108 

57 

18 

55 


8 


Offensive  Trades 


21 


111. 


p. 

Pember,  J.  . . 

Persons  per  acre 

Phthisis 

Population 

Population  of  Parishes — Bromyard  Rural 
„ „ Dore 

,,  ,,  Hereford 

,,  ,,  Ledbury 

,,  ,,  Leominster 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907 

S. 


Schools 

Sewerage  and  Drainage 
Slaughter  houses 
Sex  Death-rate 


PAGE 

138 

3 

9 

3 

48 

66 

86 

100 

120 

12 


22 

16 

19 

5 


T. 

Tuberculosis  Regulations,  1908  . . 

U. 

Uncertified  Deaths 
Urban  Powers 

W. 

Water  Supply 

Weobley 

Workshops 


9 


6 

23 


r7 

128 

23.  47-  65.  $5- 107,  127, 140, 153 


Z. 


Zymotic  Diseases 


7 


Table  II.  (Local  Government  Board). 

Vital  Statistics  in  1909  and  Previous  Years.  Corrected  for  Residents  and  Non-Residents. 


squiq  oooi  J9d 

, 

52 

CO 

CO 

56 

O 

CD 

03 

71 

O 

O 

65 

03 

86 

03 

◄ 

itoX  x Jopun  sqx'EOQ 

rH 

rH 

rH 

r-H 

5 

0001 

CO 

CO 

o 

40 

CD 

tH 

05 

rH 

GO 

« 

J9d  8}ti.[  qVC9(  J 

„ 

40 

rH 

CO 

CO 

rH 

40 

40 

rH 

rH 

r-’ 

rH 

40 

40 

2 

d 

>■ 

w 

_} 

n 

0001 

CD 

o 

IH 

05 

03 

CO 

*» 

03 

CO 

J9<:I  gjuj  qjJig 

rH 

Cl 

r-H 

03 

CO 

03 

CO 

03 

40 
C 1 

26 

CO 

03 

03 

d 

0 1 

03 

CO 

01 

oi 

Ol 

o 

U 

jBeX  qose  jo 

>H 

CO 

40 

00 

o 

OD 

05 

05 

o 

o 

CD 

CD 

rH 

03 

r- 

GO 

03 

CC 

Ol 

X 

-£ 

ejppiui  oj  papcui 

o 

Oi 

03 

CO 

CO 

CO 

IH 

IH 

CD 

CO 

40 

-ijsa  uorjTqndOrf 

tH 

CD 

CD 

CD 

CD 

CD 

o 

CD 

CD 

*> 

o 

® 

sqxJiq  0001  J9d 

CO 

l— I 

40 

rH 

72 

Ol 

o 

40 

CO 

S3 

CO 

CD 

CD 

CO 

00 

% 

93 

« 

D 

JU9A  x J0pun  sqx'caxj 

rH 

r-H 

rH 

rH 

0001 

CO 

o 

CD 

tH 

03 

05 

05 

40 

«? 

C5 

r 

Ofi 

,ied  ejui  qi'BaQ 

40 

rH 

ci 

r^ 

CO 

rH 

CO 

1 — 

rH 

CD 

rH 

40 

rH 

CD 

CD 

rH 

CD 

rH 

40 

rH 

D 

M 

0001 

© 

CD 

HH 

05 

40 

40 

rH 

CO 

CO 

o 

IO 

m 

Z 

jad  ©jtu  qjjig 

rO 

40 

03 

03 

71 

■H 

03 

?i 

Cl 

21 

CO 

03 

rH 

03 

05 

rH 

03 

03 

CO 

03 

03 

•jtroA  qcrea  jo 

t> 

r-H 

CD 

rH 

CD 

rH 

CD 

rH 

CD 

rH 

12 

rH 

o 

05 

40 

O 

CD 

03 

00 

CO 

03 

w 

ajppiui  0}  pejnui 

<3 

D- 

l> 

CO 

CO 

CO 

IH 

t> 

CD 

40 

tH 

40 

>-> 

-rjs9  aoi^Bjudoj 

L' 

tH 

IH 

tH 

tH 

tH 

tH 

tH 

t^ 

tH 

. 

•sqXJiq  0001  «d 

57 

^H 

03 

05 

06 

03 

79 

85 

05 

O 

40 

70 

84 

1 X 

*< 

jboA  x japan  sq^d 

i“H 

rH 

rH 

1 

cs 

0001 

T 

r-H 

40 

05 

rH 

40 

CD 

tH 

tH 

CD 

CD 

1 <=>. 

aed  0pu  qx'B-ag 

2 

a. 

r—i 

CO 

rH 

CO 

rH 

CO 

rH 

rH 

rH 

rH 

CO 

o 

CO 

rH 

CO 

i a 

>H 

0001 

03 

05 

CD 

03 

CO 

CO 

CD 

CD 

03 

rr 

CD 

Cl. 

D 

ca 

Q 

jad  oj-bj  qjjtg 

rO 

03 

23 

00 

03 

O 

03 

03 

03 

rH 

03 

03 

03 

05 

rH 

CO 

rH 

03 

03 

03 

1 ^ 

rH 

■Ji?aA  qo'Ba  jo 

CO 

r-H 

C5 

IH 

40 

CO 

rH 

05 

tH 

40 

i- 

1 ^ 

o 

IH 

rH 

40 

05 

CO 

CD 

o 

rP 

O 

1 X 

ejppiui  ox  pajeui 

c 

o 

o 

o 

rH 

rH 

rH 

03 

03 

CO 

CO 

03 

1 X 

-tjsa  uo;xB|udoj 

05 

Ci 

05 

05 

05 

05 

05 

05 

05 

05 

® 

1 ° 

squiq  oooi  J9d 

■a 

2 

CO 

^H 

03 

rH 

97 

76 

CD 

O 

tH 

CO 

94 

o 

52 

96 

1 § 

◄ 

J'bqX  X J9pun  sqj'uaQ 

rH 

rH 

rH 

rH 

1 ~ 

ca 

£ 

oooi 

CD 

CO 

rH 

05 

CD 

CD 

03 

CO 

t> 

03 

1 m 

.red  0jbj  qj'BOQ 

I> 

40 

rH 

H 

CO 

rH 

rH 

40 

rH 

40 

rH 

CO 

rH 

t^ 

rH 

rH 

40 

1 2 

Q 

oooi 

CO 

03 

03 

tH 

CD 

rH 

o 

IH 

CD 

1 ® 

O 

J9d  ej'Bj  qjitg 

rO 

22, 

o 

03 

03 

03 

CO 

03 

rH 

03 

rH 

03 

o 

03 

03 

Cl 

rH 

03 

20 

M 

1 o 

03 

a 

I'ea.I  qone  jo 

CO 

40 

I> 

o 

rH 

tH 

o 

CO 

CD 

1 2 

g 

L- 

—H 

40 

o 

CO 

03 

tH 

rH 

40 

1 C5 

Ca 

ejppiui  ox  pax^ai 

e 

CO 

CO 

03 

03 

rH 

o 

O 

05 

05 

00 

1 I'* 

w 

-IJ99  uoix'Bjndoj 

2 

CO 

rH 

CO 

rH 

CO 

rH 

CO 

rH 

CO 

rH 

CO 

rH 

03 

Ol 

rH 

03 

y— 4 

1 2 

1 Ol 

1 rH 

sqjJtq  0001  •I9d 

86 

rH 

03 

53 

87 

55 

CO 

o 

4S 

35 

c3 

05 

00 

tH 

73 

55 

J 

jvaA  x repun  eqx^aQ 

rH 

rH 

1 

05 

0001 

CD 

rH 

CD 

T* 

03 

CD 

CD 

rH 

<N 

1 ^ 

D 

Ch 

J0d  ejui  qxi30(j 

o 

t-H 

CD 

>■— » 

40 

LO 

rH 

40 

00 

rH 

CD 

rH 

L-* 

rH 

40* 

rH 

16. 

tH 

rH 

0001 

40 

05 

CO 

rH 

03 

CO 

IH 

tH 

03 

CO 

02 

jad  ajBJ  qx-tig 

40 

03 

CO 

03 

03 

l> 

03 

tH 

03 

SD 

03 

40 

03 

40 

03 

CO 

03 

03 

03 

g 

oi 

03 

Q 

reeX  qora  jo 

2 

40 

CO 

CO 

o 

o 

CD 

CO 

03 

92 1 

CD 

40 

o 

03 

tH 

CO 

5 

1 3 

ejppiui  ox  pei'Bui 

Q 

CC 

i> 

tH 

L- 

CD 

CD 

40 

40 

»o 

CD 

-I1S0  uo;xTj|nfIo(x 

CD 

CD 

CO 

CD 

CD 

O 

CD 

CD 

CD 

CD 

CD 

• 

sqjaiq  0001  J9d 

-a 

98 

CO 

92 

o 

"H 

03 

40 

05 

O 

77 

71 

09 

80 

g 

◄ 

05 

-i boa  x Japun  sqx'coQ 

rH 

rH 

rH 

£ 

oooi' 

jad  exui  q)B3Q 

rH 

03 

CD 

03 

o 

xH 

IH 

CD 

CO 

hH 

u 

2 

40 

03 

rH 

IH 

rH 

40 

CO 
>— 1 

CD 

03 

rH 

03 

rH 

rP 

rH 

40 

0001 

O 

CO 

40 

rH 

CO 

o 

O 

CD 

CD 

IH 

03 

IO 

red  ex"BJ  qjJtfl 

* 

l> 

03 

CO 

C I 

CO 

03 

e i 

03 

CO 

03 

-rH 

03 

rH 

03 

CD 

03 

CO 

03 

CO* 

03 

03 

03 

o 

jvaA  qoL’a  jo 

O 

-rH 

CO 

CD 

H 

O 

40 

40 

CO 

40 

03 

CD 

CD 

CD 

o 

t" 

1^* 

40 

05 

CD 

» 

ejppiui  o)  paj'eui 
-iXS9  uoircjndoj 

e 

03 

CO 

03 

CO 

03 

CO 

Ol 

CO 

Ol 

CO 

03 

CD 

Ol 

CO 

Ol 

CO 

01 

CO 

03 

X 

03 

X 

03 

X 

■sqjjjq  OOOI  J9d 

09 

o 

I- 

rH 

40 

OO 

CD 

rH 

28 

rji 

rH 

•'-p 

o 

s 

§ 

CD 

< 

a 

JB0.<  x repuii  sqx^aQ 

rH 

rH 

rH 

03 

r-H 

05 

P 

OOOI 

o 

03 

03 

tH 

O 

03 

40 

CD 

CO 

rf  1 

o 

IH 

red  &;vj  qx'caQ 

° 

r- 

ci 

rH 

QD 

o 

CO 

— 4 

CD* 

•rH 

QO 

rH 

2 

CD 

rH 

CD 

rH 

05 

OOOI 

o 

CO 

D 

CO 

rH 

CD 

CD 

40 

o 

°!  I 

X 

^1 

►< 

jad  opsa  qjlig 

■°  1 

i> 

03 

CO 

Ol 

r- 

03 

CO 

Ol 

CD 

Ol 

CD 

03 

o' 

03 

01 

co 

03 

0 

01  1 

40 

03 

03 

O 

jvaA  qcroa  jo 

i 

CO 

40 

o 

CD 

40 

CD 

03 

|r 

o 

CO 

CO 

CO 

CD 

05 

O 

Ol 

rH 

Ol 

40  1 

X 

X 

03 

« 

9|ppicu  o;  payeui 

a i 

CO 

CD 

CD 

CD 

CD 

CD 

CD 

IH 

L'- 

CD  I 

t- 

-tjsa  uoixBjndog 

i 

rH 

rH 

rH 

rH 

rH 

rH 

rH 

rH 

rH 

1 

rH 

i 

: i 

..SI 

O)  t.  05  I 

E- 

ss  ^ 

C5 

< 

U3 

i 

i 

o 

03 

CO 

40 

CD 

1 

CO  | 

tJC  H 1 

ca  | 

a]  ^ ^ 

05 

'<  d 

X 

o 

”3 

o 

o 

O 

O 

O 

o 

o I 

O 

!?■:  o 

00 

05 

Ci 

05 

05 

05 

05 

05 

05 

05  | 

Jh  tr  9?  1 

05 

J 

tH 

rH 

rH 

rH 

rH 

rH 

rH 

rH 

r-H 

^ ° ® j 

r-H 

Herefordshire  Combined  District 


Bromyard  Rural 
Dore  Rural 
Hereford  Rural 
Ledbury  Rural 
Leominster  Rural 
Weobley  Rural 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

HERBERT  JONES,  D.P.H.  (Camb) 


Telephone  158  Nat. 

Telegrams  ; 

“ HEALTH,  HEREFORD/' 


SOUTHBANK  ROAD, 

HEREFORD. 

April,  1910. 


To  the  Chairmen  and  Members  of  the  Rural  District  Councils  forming 
the  Herefordshire  Combined  District. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  lay  before  you  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1909. 

The  birth-rate  in  the  six  districts  during  1909  was  21.5  per  1,000  persons 
living  at  all  ages,  compared  with  25. G in  the  rural  districts  of  England  and 
Wales.  This  low  birth-rate  is  more  apparent  than  real,  and  a reference  to 
page  4 will  show  that  in  some  districts,  the  birth-rate  is  actually  higher 
than  the  rest  of  the  country. 

The  death-rate  corrected  for  age  and  sex  distribution  was  13.0  per  1,000 
compared  with  14.5  in  England  and  Wales. 

The  infantile  mortality  rate  was  62,  compared  with  98  in  rural  England 
and  Wales. 

It  is  very  desirable  that  more  continuous  inspections  of  Cowsheds  and 
Dairies  should  be  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors. 

I should  like  to  draw  your  attention  to  the  large  amount  of  clerical 
work  which  I have  to  carry  out  and  often  to  the  detriment  of  other  more 
urgent  and  important  duties.  The  requirements  of  the  Housing,  Town 
Planning,  &c.,  Act  may  add  very  considerably  to  my  work  in  this  direction, 
in  which  case  I fear  it  will  be  necessary  for  me  to  ask  you  to  consider  the 
desirability  of  providing  me  with  some  clerical  assistance,  unless  my 
legitimate  and  more  responsible  duties  are  to  be  neglected. 

I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Faithfully  yours, 

HERBERT  JONES. 


Chief  Statistics  for  England  and  Wales  for  the  Year  1909. 


England  and  Wales  

Birth  Bate 

Death  Rate 
from 

Death  Hate  Epidemic 
Disease 

Per  1 .000  Population 

Infantile 
Mortality 
[per  1,000 
Births 

25.6 

14.5 

1 . 12 

109 

76  Groat  Towns  

25.7 

15.6 

1.42 

118 

1 42  Smaller  Towns  . . . 

England  and  Wales,  less  218 

24.8 

14.6 

1 .08 

111 

towns  

25.6 

13.6 

0.80 

98 

Herefordshire  Combined  District. 


REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER 

OF  HEALTH, 

FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  DECEMBER  31st,  1909. 


Area. — The  area  of  the  six  combined  districts  of  Herefordshire 
is  350,628  acres,  exclusive  of  the  area  covered  with  water. 

Population. — The  population  of  the  combined  district  at 
the  Census  of  1901  was  52,187.  It  is  usual  to  consider  that  the 
rate  of  increase  or  decrease  which  has  prevailed  during  the  last 
completed  intercensal  period  has  since  been  maintained,  and  as 
there  was  a decrease  between  1891  and  1901  in  the  six  districts 
of  1,467  persons,  the  estimated  population  at  Midsummer,  1909, 
was  50,993. 


Area. 

Population 

Census, 

Persons 

in  acres. 

Mid.  1909. 

1901. 

per  acre. 

Bromyard  Rural  District 

60,964 

. 8,269  . . 

8,244 

. . .13 

Dore  „ „ . . 

67,747  . 

. 6,448  .. 

6,742 

..  .09 

Hereford  ,,  ,,  . . 

65A47  • 

. 12,790  .. 

13,271 

. . .20 

Ledbury  „ „ . . 

52,013  . 

. 9,38i  . . 

9,068 

. . .17 

Leominster  ,,  ,,  . . 

55,285  . 

• 7,521  .. 

7, 911 

. .14 

Weobley  ,,  ,,  . . 

49,472  . 

. 6,584  .. 

6,95i 

. . .14 

Six  Districts  

350,628  . 

• 50,993  •• 

52,187 

• . -13 

Births. — The  number  of  births  registered  in  the  six  districts 
during  1909  was  1,060  (558  boys  and  502  girls),  equal  to  a birth- 
rate of  20.7  per  1,000  persons  living  at  all  ages.  The  average 
birth-rate  in  the  previous  ten  years  was  23.3  per  1,000.  The  birth- 
rate in  Rural  England  and  Wales  in  1909  was  25.6  per  1,000. 

In  his  66th  Annual  Report,  the  Registrar-General  points 
out  that  the  total  population  is  not  the  most  satisfactory  standard 
by  which  to  measure  the  birth-rate,  because  it  does  not  take 
account  of  the  age  constitution  of  the  population,  and  particularly 
of  the  age  constitution  of  the  female  population  at  conceptive 
age.  A preferable  method  by  which  to  measure  the  birth-rate  is 


4 


to  calculate  the  proportion  of  legitimate  births  per  1,000  married 
women  between  the  ages  of  15  and  45  years,  and  to  adopt  a similar 
method  as  regards  illegitimate  births  calculated  in  porportion  to 

1,000  unmarried  and  widowed  women  between  the  same  ages. 

The  result  of  adopting  this  correct  method  of  calculation 
is  to  show  that  the  birth-rate  in  some  of  the  six  districts  is  higher 
than  that  of  England  and  Wales,  and  in  others  is  lower. 


BIRTH-RATE. 

Per  1,000  persons  living  at  all  ages. 


Bromyard  Rural 

1903 
..  23.1 

Dore  ,, 

. . 27.1 

Hereford  ,, 

..  21.7 

Ledbury  ,, 

. . 22.2 

Leominster  ,, 

..  22.5 

Weobley  ,, 

..  25.4 

Six  Districts 

..  23.4 

England  and  Wales  . . 

..  28.4 

England  and  Wales  (Ru 

ral) 

1904  1905 

1906 

1907 

1908  1909 

24.0 

21. 0 

26.6 

18.6 

21.7 

22.5 

26.2 

25-3 

25 -7 

23-7 

22 . 2 

20.7 

21.6 

20.1 

22.0 

21.7 

20.7 

20.6 

21.8 

22.8 

19.6 

18.6 

21.2 

17. 6 

21.5 

23-4 

21. 1 

19.8 

22.6 

21.5 

26.7 

23-9 

24.2 

20.8 

21.5 

22.3 

23-3 

22 . 4 

22.9 

20.5 

21.5 

20.7 

27.9 

27.2 

27.0 

26.3 

26.5 

25.6 

26.8 

26.3 

26.3 

25.6 

26.2 

25.6 

LEGITIMATE  BIRTH-RATE. 

rcr  1,000  married  women  living  between  the  ages  of  15 

and  45  years. 


Bromyard  Rural 
Dore 

Hereford  ,, 

Redbury  ,, 

Leominster  ,, 

Weobley  ,, 

Six  Districts 
England  and  Wales  233.3 
Herefordshire  . . 238  .7 


1903. 

248.6 
289.8 

232.7 

224.5 

236.6 
251-5 

265.5 


1904. 

255-5 

288.1 

237.0 

223.3 

225.4 

264. 1 

267.0 

229.1 
230  .0 


1905 

233-2 
265 
221 


231 

239 

226 

234 

223 

224 


1906. 

287.7 

269.3 

231.8 

203.5 

214.4 

240.5 

236.2 
222.0 
222  .1 


1907.  1908.  1909. 

202.5  234.6  231.8 

255.5  227.9  209.2 
231.8  222.2  224.8 

159.4  222.2  181.2 

197.3  235-2  212.8 

196.5  207.5  215.4 

212.3  225.0  212.8 

215.6  217.6 
219  .2  219. 1 
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illegitimate  birth-rate. 


Per  1,000  Unmarried  and  Widowed  Women  living  between 


the 

ages 

of  15 

and 

45  years. 

1902 

1903 

1904 

1905 

1906 

1907 

1908 

1909 

Bromyard  Rural 

19.6 

16.9 

18.0 

7-9 

15-8 

10. 1 

13-5 

23 

•7 

Dore  ,, 

13.0 

15.6 

7.8 

13.0 

15.6 

7.8 

13.0 

15. 

.6 

Hereford  ,, 

9.6 

11  -3 

6.7 

5-6 

H-3 

9.0 

7-3 

3' 

9 

Ledbury  „ 

9-5 

11. 6 

9-7 

12.6 

7-7 

11 .6 

8.7 

10. 

.6 

Leominster  ,, 

11 .0 

7-7 

6.6 

11. 0 

9.9 

11. 0 

4-7 

10. 

,0 

Weobley  ,, 

12.3 

17-3 

18.5 

22.3 

12.3 

17-3 

12.5 

12. 

3 

Six  Districts 

10.4 

12.9 

10.5 

11. 0 

12.0 

10.8 

9-5 

11. 

■5 

,,  (actual  number) 

64 

80 

65 

68 

74 

67 

59 

7i 

England  & Wales  . . 

8.4 

8.4 

8.2 

8.1 

7.8 

8.0 

Herefordshire 

11 .8 

11  -3 

11 .4 

10.3 

11 .0 

10 .7 

Deaths. — The  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  six  districts 
was  714,  and  after  making  the  necessary  adjustments  for  the 
deaths  of  residents  in  public  institutions  without  the  district  and 
of  non-residents  in  public  institutions  within  the  district,  there 
were  732  deaths  of  persons  belonging  to  the  six  districts,  equal  to 
a death-rate  of  14.3  per  1,000.  The  average  death-rate  in  the 
previous  ten  years  was  15.0  per  1,000  and  the  death-rate  recorded 
in  Rural  England  and  Wales  during  1909  was  13.6  per  1,000. 

Corrected  Death-Rate. — The  death-rate  from  all  causes  in  this 
country  is  lower  at  ages  between  5 years  and  55  years  than  it  is  at  other 
periods,  and  it  is  lower  among  females  than  among  males.  As  the  proportion 
of  persons  living  at  different  age-periods  and  of  males  to  females  differs  in 
various  localities,  it  is  necessary  to  make  certain  corrections  if  we  desire  to 
compare  with  accuracy  the  death-rates  of  two  or  more  districts.  In  England 
and  Wales  of  every  1,000  persons  living  at  the  last  census  113  were  uuder 
5 years,  and  106  were  over  55  years,  but  of  every  1,000  persons  living  in  the 
six  districts  at  the  same  period  106  were  under  5 years  and  166  ov^r  55  years, 
this  large  proportion  of  older  persons  favouring  a high-death-rate.  If  we 
refer  to  the  sex  ratio  we  find  that  at  the  last  census  in  England  and  Wales 
there  were  484  males  to  516  females,  while  in  the  six  districts  there  were 
496  males  to  504  females,  the  larger  number  of  males  again  favouring  a high 
death-rate  in  Herefordshire.  In  order  to  make  a true  comparison  with 
the  rest  of  the  country,  I have  worked  out  the  factor  of  correction  for  each 
of  the  districts,  and  the  death-rate  thus  corrected  in  the  combined  district 
in  1909  was  12.6  per  1,000,  compared  with  13.6  per  1,000  the  death-rate 
in  Rural  England  and  Wales.  The  corrected  average  death-rate  in  the  six 
districts  in  the  previous  ten  years  was  13.2  per  1,000. 

Sex. — Of  the  732  deaths  recorded  in  1909,  3S8  were  of  males 
and  344  of  females.  The  death-rate  of  males  was  15.3,  and  that 
of  females  13.3  per  1,000  living  of  each  sex  respectively.  These 
rates  may  be  compared  with  those  recorded  for  the  whole  of 
England  and  Wales  for  1908,  viz.,  16.0  for  males  and  14. 1 for  females, 
and  in  the  same  year  for  the  six  districts  of  16.8  and  12.8  respectively. 
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Ages  at  Death. — The  ages  at  death  are  shown  in  the  following 
table  : — 


All 

Under 

l to 

5 to 

15  to 

25  to 

45  to 

65 

75  to 

Above 

ages. 

1 year 

5. 

15. 

25. 

45. 

05. 

to  75. 

85. 

85. 

Bromyard  . . 

126 

20 

7 

2 

3 

7 

23 

22 

35 

7 

Dore  

93 

8 

4 

r 

3 

9 

1 4 

23 

27 

6 

Hereford 

173 

27 

9 

6 

4 

10 

37 

40 

35 

5 

Ledbury  .... 

1*3 

5 

5 

5 

2 

12 

24 

29 

20 

11 

Leominster  . . 

129 

15 

3 

8 

5 

26 

29 

27 

9 

Weobley  .... 

98 

15 

3 

1 

1 

6 

22 

21 

25 

4 

Six  Districts. 

| 

732 

90 

35 

18 

21 

49 

146 

162 

169 

42 

It  will  be  observed  that  463,  or  or  er  63  per  cent,  of  the  total 
number  of  deaths  occurred  at  the  extremes  of  life,  under  one  year 
and  over  65  years.  The  proportion  of  deaths  (50  per  cent,  of  the 
whole  number)  above  65  years  is  higher  than  is  usually  found  in 
rural  districts,  and  shows  that  a large  number  of  the  inhabitants 
attain  a ripe  age. 

Uncertified  Deaths. — Of  the  714  deaths  registered  in  the 
six  districts,  647,  or  9 0.6  per  cent.,  were  certified  by  registered 
medical  practitioners,  36  or  5.0  per  cent,  were  certified  by  the 
Coroners  after  inquests  had  been  held,  and  31,  or  4.4  per  cent, 
were  uncertified.  In  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  during 
1908  only  1.44  per  cent,  of  the  deaths  were  uncertified. 

Infantile  Mortality. — The  amount  of  child  mortality  is 
measured  by  stating  the  number  of  children  under  one  year  who 
have  died  within  a certain  period  as  a proportion  of  1,000  births 
registered  within  the  same  period. 

In  the  six  districts  during  1909  the  births  of  1,060  children 
were  registered  and  90  children  died  under  one  year  old.  The 
infantile  mortality  was  thus  84  per  1,000  births  registered.  The 
average  rate  in  the  preceding  ten  years  was  90.  In  Rural  England 
and  W ales  in  1909  the  rate  was  98  per  1,000  births  registered. 


Illegitimate  Deaths. — There  were  12  deaths  in  the  six 


districts  among  illegitimate  children  under  one  year  old,  a number 
equal  to  169  per  1,000  illegitimate  births  registered  compared 

with  78  in  the  case  of  legitimate  births  and  deaths. 

Corrected  Death-rate 

and  Infantile  Mortality  Rate — 

Corrected 

Infantile 

death-rate  per 

Mortality  rate 

1,000  persons 

Per  1,000  births 

living. 

registered. 

Bromyard  Rural  District 

. ..  13.2 

106 

Dore  „ 

. ..  12.5 

59 

Hereford  „ 

12.0 

102 

Ledbury  ,, 

• ••  11. 3 

30 

Leominster  ,, 

14.6 

93 

Weobley  ,, 

12.6 

102 

Six  Districts  

84 

Rural  England  and  Wales  . 

. ..  13.6 

98 

Zymotic  (Infectious)  Diseases. — Small-pox, 

Measles,  Scarlet 

Fever,  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough,  Typhoid  Fever,  Diarrhoea. 

1909. 

Average  of 

Death-rate 

10  years. 

per  1,000. 

1899-1908. 

Herefordshire  Districts  . . 

• ••  0.37 

•55 

Rural  England  and  Wales  . 

0.80 

— 

In  former  years  the  death-rate  from  the  seven  infectious 
diseases  named  was  considered  an  index  to  the  sanitary  state  of 
a district.  It  is  now,  however,  recognised  that  there  are  many 
other  diseases  dependent  more  or  less  upon  insanitary  conditions 
capable  of  amendment.  Too  much  importance  therefore  must  not 
be  attached  to  a low  zymotic  death-rate.  As  the  Registrar- 
General  still  groups  together  these  seven  diseases,  I have  thought 
it  desirable  to  record  the  death-rates  for  the  same  group  in  the 
combined  district. 

Zymotic  Death-Rate. — No.  of  Deaths  in  1909. 


,1009 

Average 
of  ! 0 years 
1899-1008. 

M 

0 

ft 

m 

s 

Measles. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Whooping 

Cough. 

0> 

A 

ft 

s 

Typhoid 

Fever. 

Diarrhoea. 

Bromyard  .... 

O.48 

O.49 

0 

2 

0 

0 

2 

I 

0 

Dore  

0.62 

O.52 

0 

I 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

Hereford  .... 

o-39 

0-54 

0 

0 

I 

3 

1 

0 

0 

Ledbury  .... 

0.21 

O.42 

0 

2 

0 

0 

1 

I 

0 

Leominster 

o-39 

°-55 

0 

I 

0 

O 

0 

0 

O 

Weobley 

0.15 

0-51 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

O 

Six  Districts  . . 

o-43 

o-55 

0 

6 

I 

8 

5 

2 

0 

8 


notifiable  diseases. 

The  diseases  notifiable  under  the  Infectious  Disease  (Notification)  Act 
1889  are  Small-pox.  Cholera,  Diphtheria,  Membranous  Croup,  Erysipelas, 
Scarlatina  or  Scarlet  Fever,  Typhus  Fever,  Typhoid  Fever,  Enteric  Fever, 
Relapsing  Fever,  Continued  Fever,  Puerperal  Fever,  and  Plague. 

A sanitary  authority  may,  with  the  sanction  of  the  Local  Government 
Board,  add  to  this  list  any  other  infectious  disease,  either  for  a definite  period 
or  permanently. 


No.  of  Cases  Notified  in  1909. 


g 

d 

CO 

d 

-iO 

13 

GO 

1909. 

X 

13 

0) 

| 

#Gh 

"t/i 

u 

Scarle 

Fever 

Typhoi 

Fever 

ontinu 

Fever 

5 0 
or*j 

CO 

-4^> 

A 

Ch 

X 

w 

-H 

* 

Bromyard 

14 

0 

7 

I 

3 

2 

0 

I 

0 

Dore 

25 

0 

1 

4 

18 

0 

I 

I 

0 

Hereford  

32 

0 

9 

3 

I7 

3 

0 

0 

0 

Ledbury  

19 

I 

0 

3 

13 

0 

0 

0 

2 

Leominster  

47 

0 

3 

3 

41 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Weobley  

37 

0 

15 

0 

10 

0 

0 

I 

I 

Six  Districts 

174 

I 

35 

14 

112 

5 

I 

3 

3 

* Phthisis  is  voluntarily  notifiable. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  (INCLUDING  PHTHISIS). 


An  account  of  the  steps  which  are  taken  to  prevent  the  spread 
of  infectious  disease  within  the  district  will  be  found  011  page  9 
of  the  report  for  1907.  The  following  statement  shows  the  amount 
of  notifiable  infectious  disease  in  previous  years  : — 


1901 —  132  cases. 

1902— 244  „ 

1903—  199  „ 

1904— 185  „ 

1905— 236  „ 


1906 — 258  cases. 
I9°7 — 226  ,, 

1908— 149 

1909—  174 


ISOLATION  HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION. 

Bromyard,  Hereford  and  Weobley  are  provided  with  adequate 
accommodation  for  isolating  cases  of  infectious  disease.  In  the 
report  for  1901  (p.  60)  there  is  an  account  of  the  Bromyard 
Hospital  and  in  the  report  lor  1904  (p.  25)  of  the  Hereford 
Hospital. 
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PHTHISIS  (CONSUMPTION). 

There  were  52  deaths  from  consumption  in  the  six  districts 
during  1909,  or  7 per  cent,  of  the  deaths  from  all  causes,  giving 
a death-rate  per  1,000  of  1.01.  Twenty-six  were  males  and  26 
females.  The  average  rate  recorded  in  the  previous  ten  years  was 
0.93  her  1,000.  The  death-rate  in  Rural  England  and  Wales  in 
1908  was  1.09  per  1,000. 


No.  of  Deaths  and  Death-rate  per  1,000  from  Phthisis. 


1909. 

Average  of 

No  of 

Death 

ten  years, 

deaths. 

rate. 

1899-1908. 

Bromyard  Rural  District 

. . 12 

1.45 

0.72 

Dore  ,, 

• • 5 

0.77 

1. 19 

Hereford  ,, 

. . 11 

0.86 

0.95 

Ledbury  ,, 

. . 12 

1.27 

0.84 

Leominster  ,, 

• • 9 

1. 19 

0.61 

Weobley  ,, 

• • 3 

0.45 

0.88 

Six  Districts 

• • 52 

1 .01 

0 .93 

England  and  Wales  . . 

1. 15 

A scheme  for  the  voluntary  notification  by  medical  prac- 
titioners of  cases  of  Consumption  is  in  force  in  the  Districts. 


TUBERCULOSIS  REGULATIONS. 

The  Public  Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1908,  made  by 
the  Local  Government  Board,  provide  for  the  notification  to  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  cases  of  phthisis  (pulmonary  tuber- 
culosis) occurring  amongst  Poor  Law  patients. 

Article  IV.  of  the  Order  directs  that  the  Medical  Officer  of  a 
Poor  Law  Institution  shall,  within  48  hours  after  his  first  recognition 
of  the  symptoms  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  in  the  case  of  a poor 
person  who  is  an  inmate  of  the  institution,  post  to  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  for  the  sanitary  district  in  which  the  person 
resided  immediately  before  he  became  an  inmate  of  the  institution 
a notification  of  the  ease. 

Article  V.  directs  that  a similar  notification  shall  be  posted  to 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  by  the  District  Medical  Officer  in  the 
case  of  any  poor  person  suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  on 
whom  he  is  in  medical  attendance  according  to  his  agreement 
with  a Board  of  Guardians. 
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The  notification  must  be  posted  within  48  hours  after  the 
District  Medical  Officer  has  first  recognised  the  symptoms  of 
pulmonary  tuberculosis,  and  must  be  addressed  to  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  acting  for  the  sanitary  district  in  which  the 
residence  of  the  poor  person  is  situate. 


Under  Article  VI.  it  will  be  the  duty  of  the  Superintending 
Officer  of  a Poor  Law  Institution  to  post  to  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  a notification  of  the  actual  or  intended  place  of  destination 
and  address  at  that  place  of  any  person  leaving  the  institution  in 
respect  of  whom  a notification  has  been  made  by  the  Medical  Officer 
of  the  institution  under  Article  IV. 

The  notification  must  be  posted  within  48  hours  after  the 
departure  of  the  person  to  whom  it  relates,  and  must  be  sent  to 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the  sanitary  district  in  which  the 
intended  destination  of  the  person  is  situate. 


Article  VII.  provides  that  a Relieving  Officer  shall  notify  any 
change  of  address  (other  than  by  admission  to  a Poor  Law 
Institution)  of  a person  in  respect  of  whom  a notification  has  been 
made  under  Article  V.  by  a District  Medical  Officer. 


The  notification  must  be  sent  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  sanitary  district  in  which  the  address  to  which  the  person 
moves  is  situate. 

The  notification  must  be  posted  within  48  hours  after  the 
Relieving  Officer  has  obtained  accurate  information  respecting 
the  change  of  residence. 

During  1909  I received  three  notifications  in  accordance  with 
the  terms  of  the  Order,  two  from  the  Ledbury  Rural  District  and 
one  from  the  Weobley  Rural  District. 

Examination  of  suspected  sputum  is  carried  out  at  the  cost  of 
the  District  Councils. 

Disinfection  of  premises  which  are  or  have  been  occupied  by 
consumptive  patients  is  freely  offered. 


II 


CANCER. 

There  were  60  deaths  (22  males  and  38  females)  from  Cancer 
in  the  six  districts  during  the  year  1909,  giving  a death-rate  of 
1. 17  per  1,000.  More  than  8 per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths  were 
thus  due  to  Cancer.  The  average  rate  recorded  in  the  previous 
ten  years  was  1.02  per  1,000. 


No.  of  Deaths  and  Death-rate  per  1,000  from  Cancer. 


1909. 

Average  of 

No.  of 

Death 

ten  years, 

deaths. 

rate. 

1899-1908. 

Bromyard  Rural  District 

8 

0.96 

1.29 

Dore 

>>  • 

• 4 

0.62 

0.86 

Hereford 

> f 

• 15 

1. 17 

0.84 

Ledbury 

»> 

• 13 

••  1.38 

1. 15 

Leominster 

))  • 

• 13 

1. 17 

1. 31 

Weobley 

> » • 

• 7 

1.06 

0.97 

Six  Districts 

. . 

60 

1. 17 

1 .02 

HOUSE  ACCOMMODATION. 

The  percentage  of  empty  houses  at  the  census  of  1901  in  the 
districts  was  as  follows  : — 


Bromyard 

..  8.7 

Ledbury 

5-4 

Dore 

. . 6.8 

Leominster 

8.4 

Hereford  . . 

• • 4-9 

Weobley  . . 

5-2 

In  the  whole  county  the  percentage  was  3.8,  and  in  the  rural 
districts  of  the  county  it  was  7.4. 

1 have  no  reason  to  suppose  that  the  present  conditions  differ 
very  materially  from  those  recorded  in  1901,  and  considering  the 
scattered  character  of  the  rural  districts  the  number  of  empty 
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houses  is  by  no  means  large.  There  is  nowhere  any  crowding  of 
houses  on  area,  and  only  exceptionally  is  there  found  overcrowding 
of  persons  in  houses. 

In  those  parishes  nearest  to  the  towns  a better  class  of 
cottages  is  being  erected.  In  some  parts  there  are  a certain  pro- 
portion of  old  cottages  which  require  to  be  kept  constantly  re- 
paired if  the}-  are  to  remain  habitable. 

Sufficient  attention  is  not  paid  to  securing  freedom  from 
dampness  in  the  cottages  of  the  working  classes.  In  this  con- 
nection I would  draw  your  attention  to  the  desirability  of  adopting 
sections  25  and  34  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act, 
1907.  The  former  provides  for  the  keeping  dry  of  the  ground 
immediately  at  the  rear  of  a house,  and  the  latter  provides  for 
the  carrying  away  of  the  roof  water  by  means  of  rainwater 
gutters. 

There  arc  no  building  by-laws  in  any  of  the  districts,  with 
the  exception  of  Colwall  in  the  Ledbury  Rural  District.  The 
question  of  adopting  suitable  by-laws  in  the  remainder  of  the 
districts  might  very  well  be  considered. 

The  following  Report  was  presented  to  the  Bromyard  Rural 
District  Council  by  a committee  of  the  Council,  the  chairman  of 
which  was  Sir  Richard  Harington,  Bart.  That  portion  of  the 
report  referring  to  the  accommodation  of  hop-pickers  will  be  found 
on  p.  35,  in  the  section  referring  to  the  Bromyard  Rural  District. 

BROMYARD  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Report  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  consider  and  report 
upon 

The  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907. 

The  Housing  Town  Planning  &c.,  Act,  1909,  and 

'1  he  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  on  the  accom- 
modation afforded  to  hop-pickers  in  the  district  of 
the  Council. 

Your  Committee  met  on  the  27th  January  last  and  on  the 
14th  inst.,  when  they  carefully  considered  all  the  matters  sub- 
mitted to  them. 

1 lie  Public  Health  Act,  1907,  is  in  operation  only  when  adopted 
by  the  Local  Authority  after  application  to  the  Local  Government 
Board.  The  adoption  of  Parts  II.,  V.,  YI.,  VII.,  VIII.,  and  IX. 
seems  to  be  necessary  only  in  towns  or  villages  containing  streets, 
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and  will  be  useless  in  this  District  where  an  agglomeration  of 
dwelling  houses  is  very  rare.  The  following  are  the  alterations  in 
or  additions  to  the  existing  law  effected  by  Part  III. 

Sec.  34  gives  power  to  the  Council  to  examine  drains,  &c., 
on  the  report  of  their  Surveyor  or  Inspector  of  Nuisances.  As 
they  could  have  done  this  under  the  old  Act,  on  the  “ application  ” 
of  the  same  persons,  the  amendment  seems  superfluous. 

By  Sec.  35  domestic  cisterns  liable  to  contamination,  stack 
pipes  causing  damp,  or  deposits  causing  damp  in  a building,  so  as 
to  be  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health,  are  declared  to  be  nuisances. 
It  will  be  observed  that  the  prohibition  of  damp  stack  pipes,  &c., 
does  not  appear  to  be  limited  to  buildings  used  for  human  habitation 
but  to  be  of  general  application. 

By  Secs.  36  and  37  rainwater  pipes,  &c.,  are  not  to  be  used 
as  soil  pipes  or  ventilating  shafts. 

By  vSec.  38  the  Council  may  require  drains  to  be  examined 
before  allowing  them  to  communicate  with  sewers. 

Sec.  39  gives  very  wide  powers  to  the  District  Council  to 
insist  on  the  provision  of  w.c.  accommodation.  It  is  very  unlikely 
that  occasion  for  the  putting  in  force  of  these  powers  will  arise 
in  this  District. 

By  Sec.  40  payment  for  works  which  are  a common  benefit 
to  a plurality  of  persons  may  be  apportioned,  and  they  may  be 
declared  to  be  private  improvement  expenses  under  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1875,  Sec.  257. 

Sec.  41  gives  a power  of  entry  for  the  purposes  of  Sec.  39. 

Sec.  42  gives  a right  of  appeal  to  Petty  Sessions  against  orders 
under  Sec.  39. 

Sections  43  and  44  provide  for  the  removal  and  alteration 
of  offensive  urinals,  and  for  the  provision  of  such  accommodation 
at  public  houses,  &c. 

Sec.  45  provides  for  the  application  of  the  smoke  or  coloured 
water  test  to  suspected  drains. 

Sec.  46  provides  for  the  filling  up  of  cesspools  and  other 
receptacles  for  obnoxious  matter  on  the  report  of  the  Medical 
Officer,  Surveyor,  or  Inspector  of  Nuisances  that  they  are  objec- 
tionable for  sanitary  reasons. 

Sec.  47  gives  power  to  the  Council  to  provide  public  sanitar}’ 
conveniences. 
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By  Sec.  48  the  Council  are  placed  under  the  obligation  of 
removing  on  request  trade  refuse,  for  doing  which  they  are  to  be 
paid. 

Sec.  49  gives  power  to  insist  on  buildings  being  provided 
with  proper  sinks  or  drains.  This  does  not  appear  to  be  limited 
to  buildings  used  for  human  habitation. 

Sec.  50  gives  power  to  the  Council  to  provide  an  ambulance. 

Sec.  51  gives  power,  with  confirmation  by  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board,  to  define  an  offensive  trade  and  to  make  by-laws  with 
respect  thereto. 

Part  IV.  of  the  above  Act  relates  to  infectious  diseases. 

The  following  is  a short  abstract  of  the  provisions  of  this 
part  of  the  Act. 

By  Sec.  52  infected  persons  are  prohibited  from  trading,  &c., 
unless  they  can  do  so  without  risk  of  spreading  disease. 

By  Sec.  53,  if  the  milk  supply  is  suspected  dairymen  may  be 
required  to  furnish  list  of  sources  of  supply,  and  by  Sec.  54  are 
bound  to  notify  infectious  diseases  existing  in  their  establishments. 

By  Sec.  56  the  purification  of  filthy  articles  in  a dwelling-house 
may  be  enforced. 

By  Sec.  57  a child  suffering  from  infectious  disease  is  not  to 
attend  school  and  by  Sec.  58  when  there  is  such  disease  in  a school 
the  Schoolmaster  must  on  request  furnish  a list  of  his  scholars  to 
the  Council. 

By  Sec.  59  infected  persons  must  not  use  circulating  library 
books. 

By  Sec.  60  the  Council  may  in  proper  cases  maintain  patients 
in  a hospital  at  their  own  expense. 

By  Secs.  61  and  62  provisions  are  made  for  the  removal,  and 
to  prevent  the  exposure  of,  infected  persons. 

By  Sec.  63  the  conveyance  of  an  infected  person  in  a public 
vehicle  is  absolutely  prohibited.  Your  Committee  think  that 
this  absolute  prohibition  would  in  a rural  district  make  it  often 
difficult  to  provide  foi  me  conveyance  of  an  infected  person  to 
a hospital,  and  they  think  that  it  would  be  sufficient  if  the  Council 
on  engaging  any  such  vehicle  make  it  a term  of  their  agreement 
for  hire  that  it  should  be  thoroughly  disinfected  before  being  again 
used  as  a public  vehicle. 
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Sec.  64  obliges  the  owner  or  driver  of  a public  vehicle  who 
does  carry  an  infected  person  to  give  notice  to  the  Medical 
Officer  and  the  vehicle  is  to  be  disinfected. 

By  Sec.  65  infected  persons  who  cannot  be  properly  isolated 
may  be  removed  to  hospital. 

By  Sec.  66  infected  houses  may  be  cleansed  and  disinfected. 

By  Sec.  67  nurses  may  be  provided  for  infectious  patients. 

By  Sec.  68  Wakes  are  prohibited  over  infected  corpses. 

Your  Committee  recommend  the  Council  to  apply  for  leave 
to  adopt  Part  I.,  except  Sec.  12  (which  relates  only  to  Ireland), 
Part  III.  and  Part  IV.  of  the  above  Act,  with  the  following 
exceptions  and  for  the  following  reasons. 

Part  I.,  except  as  aforesaid,  because  it  is  necessary  to  make 
the  rest  of  the  Act  intelligible. 

Part  III.,  except  the  following  Sections,  viz.,  Sec.  34,  which 
seems  superfluous,  having  regard  to  the  language  of  Sec.  41  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  18/5  ; Secs.  36  to  49  inclusive,  and  Sec.  51, 
which  do  not  appear  to  be  required  in  a district  like  that  of  this 
Council. 

Part  IV.,  except  Sec.  57,  unless  they  can  be  assured  that  their 
duties  under  this  Section  will  not  conflict  with  those  imposed  by 
the  County  Council  on  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the 
County 

Sec.  63  for  the  reasons  above  mentioned. 

Town  Planning,  &c.,  Act. 

By  Sec.  1,  Part  III.  of  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes 
Act,  1890,  becomes  operative  in  this  district  without  having  been 
adopted.  But  as  this  part  is  concerned  exclusively  with 
lodging-houses,  of  which  so  far  as  your  committee  are  aware  there 
are  at  present  none  in  this  district,  it  is  not  thought  necessary 
to  refer  to  it  further.  The  same  remark  applies  to  all  the  rest  of 
the  Act,  except  the  following  sections. 

Sections  14  and  15  imply  in  the  case  of  a house  within  the 
district  let  at  £16  or  less  a contract  by  the  lessor  that  at  the  time 
of  the  tenant’s  entry  it  is  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation 
and  that  he  will  keep  it  so  during  the  tenancy. 

Sec.  17  increases  the  powers  of  the  Council  to  close  and 
demolish  dwelling-houses  unfit  for  human  habitation,  and  Sec.  18 
on  the  same  subject  contains  a provision  that  where  a closing 
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order  has  been  in  force  three  months  and  the  Council  are  of  opinion 
that  the  dwelling-house  has  not  been  and  is  not  being  with  due 
diligence  rendered  so  fit,  they  must  order  its  demolition.  No 
exception  seems  to  be  made  in  the  case  where  the  owner  satisfies 
the  Council  that  he  does  not  intend  to  use  it  as  a dwelling-house 
in  the  future.  The  Committee  recommend  that  the  opinion  of  the 
Local  Government  Board  should  be  taken  as  to  what  ought  to 
be  the  procedure  in  such  cases,  when  the  building  if  continued 
otherwise  than  as  a dwelling-house  would  be  neither  a nuisance 
nor  injurious  to  the  public  health. 

In  general,  your  Committee  may  observe  that  the  powers 
given  by  the  statutes  above  referred  to  are  very  wide,  and  capable 
of  being  used  oppressively  ; and  that  it  is  in  their  opinion  the 
duty  of  the  Council  to  take  great  care  that  whilst  enforcing  them 
strictly  so  far  as  is  really  necessary  for  the  public  health,  they 
do  not  unnecessarily  restrict  the  liberty  of  the  subject. 

Bromyard, 

February  24th,  1910. 

SEWERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE. 

In  only  four  parishes — Bosbury,  Colwall,  Fownhope,  and 
Weobley — is  there  any  combined  scheme  of  sewerage.  From  isolated 
large  houses  the  drains  empty  on  to  adjoining  land  or  into  water 
courses.  In  far  too  many  instances  slop  drains  from  farm  houses 
and  cottages  discharge  into  roadside  ditches.  In  the  case  of  farms 
the  drains  frequently  discharge  into  the  foldyard,  which  is  nothing 
more  than  a huge  manure  midden,  where  liquid  manure  is  allowed 
to  lie  year  in  and  year  out.  It  is  only  fair  to  state  that  very  many 
farmers  realise  how  wasteful  this  practice  is,  and  that  the  liquid 
portion  of  manure  is  a valuable  fertiliser,  and  is  certainly  “ matter 
in  the  wrong  place  ” if  that  place  is  beneath  the  windows  of  their 
dairies. 

Mr.  John  Pember,  the  Inspector  for  Weobley,  has  taken  a keen 
interest  in  the  substitution  of  earth-closets  for  privies,  and  has 
proved  at  his  own  house  that  an  objectionable  privy  may  be  con- 
verted to  an  inoffensive  earth-closet  without  any  structural 
alteration  being  necessary.  All  that  is  required  is  to  use  a suffi- 
ciency of  earth.  The  following  parargraph  is  from  his  report 
to  me  : — 

“ Any  existing  privies  may  be  used  as  earth  closets  providing 
the  pits  are  so  constructed  that  earth  can  be  distributed  over  the 


whole  surface.  In  constructing  new  closets  the  fixed  receptacles 
should  not  be  too  large.  Some  excellent  closets  have  been 
erected  on  the  Foxley  estate  at  Moorhampton  and  at  Bishopstoue, 
taking  the  place  of  old  privies,  the  pits  of  which  extended  under 
the  entire  privy  floors,  with  the  result  that  they  were  not  cleaned 
out  for  a considerable  time.  In  some  cases  I have  seen  privies 
otherwise  well  constructed  but  with  the  seats  made  fast  and  no 
opening  left  for  emptying,  the  result  being  that  for  this  purpose 
the  seats  have  to  be  removed  and  are  often  broken  in  the  process, 
remaining  in  that  state  for  some  time.  Frequently  the  pits  of 
old  privies  are  so  deep  that  the  surface  water  drains  into  them. 
They  should  in  all  cases  be  made  watertight  by  rendering  with 
cement.  The  essential  of  every  earth  closet  is  that  sufficient 
earth  to  keep  the  surface  dry  should  be  thrown  in  each  time 
the  closet  is  used.” 

The  knowledge  which  we  now  possess  of  the  manner  in  which 
disease  may  be  spread  by  flies  who  pass  to  and  fro  between  the 
contents  of  privies  and  the  contents  of  the  larder  and  settle 
indifferently  upon  excrement  or  upon  food  is  a sufficient  reason  for 
insisting  that  privies  shall  be  used  as  earth  closets.  Indeed,  I 
consider  that  the  time  has  arrived  to  take  proceedings  under  the 
Nuisance  vSections  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  against  any 
person  who  has  a privy  on  his  premises  in  which  a sufficiency  of 
earth  is  not  used. 

At  the  majority  of  farm  houses  and  cottages  privy  closets  are 
found  which  are  only  emptied  at  very  infrequent  intervals,  and 
when  they  become  unpleasantly  full.  It  is  obviously  quite  out  of 
the  question  to  substitute  water  closets  for  these,  but  they  can  be 
converted  at  very  little  cost  indeed  into  inoffensive  and  perfectly 
sanitary  earth  closets  in  the  manner  described  on  pages  13,  14 
and  15  of  the  report  for  1906. 

HOUSE  REFUSE. 

In  none  of  the  districts  is  household  refuse  removed  by  the 
Sanitary  Authorities. 


WATER  SUPPEY. 

In  only  a very  few  parishes  is  there  any  combined  system  of 
water  supply  where  pipes  are  laid  on  to  the  houses  and  taps  are 
provided.  This  is  the  case  at  Eastnor,  a part  of  Colwall,  Fownhope, 
Tarrington,  Baeton,  Abbeydore,  Peterchurch,  Kentchurch  and 
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Michael  church.  The  majority  of  the  remaining  houses  are  supplied 
from  wells,  some  having  pumps  attached,  others  are  provided 
with  a windlass  and  bucket.  The  source  of  supply  is  in  the  great 
majority  of  instances  quite  above  suspicion,  but  as  it  is  the  practice 
of  the  district  to  “ dry  steyn  ” the  walls  of  the  wells,  whether 
they  are  deep  or  shallow,  there  is  always  a risk  of  pollution. 

Every  well  should  be  lined  with  bricks  set  in  cement.  The 
lining  should  be  carried  up  to  at  least  eighteen  inches  above  the 
level  of  the  surrounding  ground,  and  the  top  of  the  well  should 
be  most  carefully  covered  over.  However  pure  a water  may  be, 
if  it  can  become  polluted  either  through  trickliugs  from  the  surface 
through  the  well  lining  or  from  the  ground  washings  through  a half 
rotten  wood  covering,  it  might  as  well  be  impure  to  begin  with. 
To  seek,  often  at  considerable  cost,  for  a pure  supply  of  water,  and 
then  to  take  no  pains  to  secure  it  from  pollution  appears  to  me 
to  be  an  excellent  illustration  of  the  maxim,  “ Penny  wise  and 
pound  foolish.”  In  the  case  of  new  houses,  a Rural  Sanitary 
Authority  can  prohibit  their  occupation  unless  the  water  supply  is 
approved. 

It  is  the  duty  of  a Sanitary  Authority  to  see  that  every 
occupied  dwelling-house  within  their  district  has  within  a rea- 
sonable distance  an  available  supply  of  wholesome  water  (Public 
Health  (Water)  Act,  1878,  Sec.  3).  A “ reasonable  distance  ” has 
been  defined  in  the  six  districts  as  500  yards,  and  (in  some  districts) 
as  200  yards  in  the  case  of  new  houses.  It  appears  to  me  that  no 
hardship  would  be  involved  in  requiring  new  houses  to  have  a 
supply  at  a considerably  less  distance  than  200  yards.  If  water 
is  not  available  cpiite  close  to  a proposed  site,  I consider  that  it  is 
not  a suitable  place  to  build  a house  upon.  No  one  would  think 
of  erecting  even  a moderately  large  house  of  a rental,  say,  of  £25 
°r  £ 3 0 a year,  if  water  had  to  be  carried  in  buckets  a distance  of 
200  yards,  and  the  occupier  of  a cottage  dwelling  is  entitled  to  the 
same  consideration. 


COMMON  LODGING-HOUSES. 

0 

Weobley  is  the  only  district  in  which  there  is  a registered 
common  lodging-house.  By-laws  with  respect  to  this  class  of 
building  and  based  on  the  model  scries  are  in  force.  It  is  only  by 
constant  inspection  and  with  the  occasional  assistance  of  the 
J ustices  that  it  is  possible  to  keep  this  house  in  a proper  state. 
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SLAUGHTER-HOUSES. 

Most  of  the  slaughter-houses  are  well  built  of  brick  or  stone 
and  with  good  floors.  There  are  a few  built  of  wood,  and  some 
which  have  previously  been  barns.  With  a few  exceptions  they 
have  water  supply  on  the  premises  and  are  well  kept. 

DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS,  AND  MILKSHOPS. 

Regulations  have  been  made  under  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and 
Milkshops  Order  in  Dore,  Hereford,  Ledbury  and  Leominster, 
(see  p.  22,  report  for  1905).  The  cowsheds  in  all  the  districts  should 
be  inspected  more  frequently,  and  the  Orders  and  Regulations 
more  strictly  enforced.  On  p.  34  will  be  found  a special  report 
upon  the  Cowsheds  in  the  Bromyard  Rural  District. 

The  following  remarks  upon  the  production  of  milk  under  the 
Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  Orders  by  Mr.  D.  W.  Cave,  the 
Inspector  for  the  Leominster  Rural  District,  are  of  considerable 
interest. 

If  the  milk  is  to  come  up  to  the  required  standard  (3  per  cent, 
of  milk-fat  and  8.5  per  cent,  of  milk-solids  other  than  milk-fat) 
purveyors  of  milk  should  realise  how  necessary  it  is  to  take  reas- 
sonable  care  of  their  cows,  to  keep  them  healthy  by  looking  after 
the  quantity  and  quality  of  their  food,  and  drinking  water.  The 
cleanliness  of  the  surroundings,  all  the  vessels  used  with  the 
milk,  and  last,  but  not  least,  the  cleaniness  of  the  milkers,  must 
not  be  neglected.  Undoubtedly  the  quantity  and  quality  of  the 
milk  is  affected  by  the  breed  of  cow  kept,  but  the  quantity  and 
quality  of  the  food  she  eats,  the  water  she  drinks,  and  the  general 
cleanliness  of  her  surroundings  are  of  great  importance.  My 
practical  experience  has  proved  to  me  that  by  keeping  an  animal 
in  a cleanly  condition  there  have  been  much  better  results  than 
if  it  is  kept  in  an  unclean  state. 

To  get  dairy  cows  to  do  their  best,  the  man  attending  them 
should  know  each  one,  both  regarding  her  quantity  of  food  and 
temper.  By  making  the  animals  comfortable  their  milk  supply 
is  influenced  favourably.  They  must  be  kept  from  draughts, 
chills,  and  wet.  Exercise  is  necessary  for  three  or  four  hours  daily, 
except  in  very  rough  weather. 

To  keep  a reliable  watch  on  a dairy  herd,  a milk  record  of 
each  animal  should  be  kept.  Statistics  help  here  as  they  do  in  other 
trades.  Good  dairy  herds  can  be  built  up  by  their  aid  and  by  the 
information  thus  obtained. 
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Old  cows  should  be  avoided,  they  seldom  give  good  results 
after  io  or  12  years  old.  Most  Agricultural  Colleges  in  the  British 
Isles  will  test  samples  of  milk  for  sixpence  each. 

Great  care  should  be  taken  with  the  cow  that  does  not  get 
rid  of  her  cleansing  within  24  hours  after  calving,  because  of  the 
liability  of  contaminating  her  hind  quarters,  tail,  and  udder  and 
finally  the  milk.  With  these  cases,  the  hindquarters,  tail,  and 
udder  should  be  well  washed  with  soap  and  warm  water,  with  a 
little  antiseptic  added.  Wipe  dry  afterwards,  and  needless  to 
say  the  animal  will  feel  more  comfortable.  This  also  applies  to 
a cow  suckling  a calf,  as  the  real  welfare  of  a newly-born  calf 
depends  on  the  absence  of  dirt  and  filth.  Fresh  air,  sunlight,  clean 
surroundings  and  utensils  are  most  desirable  for  young  animals 
as  a preventative  of  tuberculosis.  Cattle  take  this  disease  by 
means  of  the  mouth  or  through  the  nostrils.  By  far  the  most 
common  way  of  infection  is  through  the  mouth  and  digestive  tract. 
A diseased  animal  coughs  on  its  neighbour’s  food  or  drinking  water, 
which  is  then  consumed,  or  very  often  licked  off  the  wall  or  manger 
after  the  affected  animal  has  thrown  out.  The  way  that  milk 
generally  becomes  infected  in  the  cowshed  is  through  the  udder 
or  from  dust  and  manure  in  the  cowhouse. 

Position  and  Construction  of  the  Cowhouse. 

After  the  situation  of  the  dwelling-house  has  been  determined, 
the  cowhouse  should  be  put  on  the  driest  ground  available,  be 
suitably  warm  at  all  seasons  of  the  year,  easily  reached  by  sunshine 
and  sufficient  change  of  air.  Air  bricks  to  each  stall  close  to  the 
ground  will  aid  ventilation  and  dryness  of  the  walls.  Change  of 
air  helps  to  bring  about  dryness  and  is  important.  A good  cowshed 
should  be  built  of  stone  or  bricks.  Wooden  structures  may  look 
well  for  a few  years,  but  traces  of  dis-repair  will  soon  show  themselves, 
i he  roof  may  be  of  any  durable  material,  such  as  slate,  red  tiles, 
or  corrugated  iron  with  felt  or  match  boarding  underneath.  The 
inside  of  the  roof  should  be  as  free  as  possible  from  ledges  to  hold 
dust  and  dirt.  The  floors  should  be  constructed  of  material 
impervious  to  moisture.  The  best  material  is  concrete  covered 
with  a layer  of  cement.  Hard  blue  bricks  may  be  used,  but  not 
in  the  manure  channel  because  of  the  many  joints.  The  bottom 
and  sides  ol  the  manure  channel  should  be  made  smooth. 

1 he  stalls  lor  pairs  of  cows  should  not  be  less  than  7ft.  6ins. 
wide  and  8ft.  fiom  the  back  of  the  manger  to  the  manure  channel. 
I he  manure  channel  I2in.  wide  and  Gin.  deep,  and  a walking  space 
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of  4ft.  It  is  important  that  the  manger  should  be  of  hard  material 
and  not  be  high,  to  prevent  the  cow  lying  down  with  her  head  over 
it.  This  allows  the  cow  to  lie  down  without  being  in  her  droppings 
or  in  the  manure  channel.  The  manure  channel  should  be  of 
sufficient  width  to  allow  the  shovel  and  broom  being  used. 

Light  in  the  cowhouse  is  very  desirable.  The  point  to  be 
aimed  at  is  3 square  feet  of  window  space  per  stalled  animal. 
The  advantage  of  windows  in  the  side  walls  is  that  they  may  be 
used  for  lighting  and  ventilating  purposes.  If  we  are  to  eliminate 
tuberculosis  from  our  stock  we  must  appreciate  the  great  benefit 
of  fresh  air.  The  temperature  of  a cowhouse  should  be  from  550 
to  58°F.  with  as  little  variation  as  possible,  both  for  the  quantitj'- 
of  milk  and  health  of  the  animals.  The  cubic  capacity  should  not 
be  less  than  600  cubic  feet  per  cow,  for  cows  which  are  turned 
out  during  a portion  of  the  day,  and  not  less  than  800  cubic  feet 
for  cows  always  kept  in. 

Drainage  must  be  considered.  The  fall  of  the  manure  channel 
should  be  at  the  rate  of  1 in  30  from  one  end  of  the  cowhouse  to 
the  other,  with  an  outlet  on  to  a gully-trap  outside  the  cowhouse. 
If  a cesspool  is  necessary,  it  must  be  constructed  with  impervious 
sides  and  bottom. 

I must  also  point  out  how  necessary  it  is  to  keep  the  foldyard 
as  free  as  possible  from  heaps  of  manure.  Cows  are  so  liable  to 
dirty  their  udders  when  passing  through  a dirty  foldyard.” 

BAKEHOUSES. 

Older  bakehouses  are  giving  place  to  more  modern  structures, 
with  the  ovens  stoked  from  outside.  The  occupiers  are  at  last 
beginning  to  realise  that  they  must  keep  the  inside  walls  and 
ceiling  clean  with  periodical  limewashing. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

There  are  no  offensive  trades  in  any  of  the  districts. 
HOF-PICKERS. 

By-laws  with  respect  to  the  lodging  and  decent  accommo- 
dation of  persons  engaged  in  hop-picking  or  in  the  picking  of 
iruit  and  vegetables  are  in  force  in  Hereford,  Leominster  and 
Weobley. 

A special  report  upon  the  Hop-pickers’  quarters  in  the  Brom- 
yard Rural  District  will  be  found  on  p.  35. 
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SCHOOFS. 

There  still  remain  a few  public  Elementary  Schools  which  are 
provided  with  the  old-fashioned  disgusting  privies.  In  some  cases 
they  are  not  emptied  for  12  months,  and  must  always  be  a source 
of  danger  to  those  who  use  them.  An  objection  which  is  sometimes 
raised  against  earth  closets  is  that  they  are  unsuitable  for  girls’ 
schools.  In  several  schools  in  Herefordshire  this  objection  has 
been  met  by  providing  a girls’  urinal. 

As  a rule  the  water  supply  of  the  Schools  is  good  and  plentiful. 
Four  exceptions  are  at  Stoke  Prior,  Castle  Froome,  Orcop  and 
Kinnersley.  The  playgrounds  are  good  and  the  buildings  are  well 
looked  after.  The  cloak  rooms  are  usually  good,  but  in  few  cases 
is  there  adequate  lavatory  accommodation.  It  is  very  noticeable 
how  very  little  care  has  been  taken  in  the  planning  of  most  of  the 
schools  to  place  the  windows  in  such  a position  that  the  light  shall 
fall  over  the  left  side  of  the  pupil.  Only  too  often  have  I seen 
children  twisting  round  in  order  to  get  the  shadow  of  their  right 
hand  from  off  their  writing  books. 

INSPECTION  OF  DISTRICTS. 

Among  the  duties  cast  upon  Sanitary  Authorities  are  the 
following  : — To  cause  an  inspection  of  their  districts  to  be  made 
from  time  to  time  with  a view  to  ascertain  what  nuisances  exist 
calling  for  abatement  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875  (Public 
Health  Act,  1875,  sec.  92). 

To  put  in  force  as  occasion  may  require  the  powers  with  which 
they  are  invested  so  as  to  secure  the  proper  sanitary  condition  of 
all  premises  within  the  area  under  their  control  (Housing  of  the 
Working  Classes  Act,  1885,  sec.  7). 

I attach  very  great  importance  to  the  periodical  inspections 
of  their  districts  by  the  Inspectors.  Our  aim  should  be  to  secure 
that  an  insanitary  condition  shall  be  discovered  as  early  as  possible 
and  before  it  may  have  had  time  to  do  much  mischief. 

INSPECTORS  OF  NUISANCES. 

Hie  duties  of  an  Inspector  of  Nuisances  are  laid  down  by 
the  Focal  Government  Board  in  a General  Order  of  the  Board 
dated  23rd  March,  1891  (Article  19).  (See  Report  for  1905,  p.  19.) 

ADOPTIVE  ACTS. 

I he  Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890,  and  the  Public 
Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act,  1890,  have  been  adopted  by  the 
Hereford  Rural  District  Council.  The  latter  Act  has  been  adopted 
by  the  Fcdbury  Rural  District  Council. 
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URBAN  POWERS. 

In  the  Ledbury  District,  Building  By-laws  are  in  force  in  the 
parish  of  Colwall.  In  the  remainder  of  Ledbury  and  in  the  other 
five  districts  no  urban  powers  exist. 


by-laws. 

By-laws  with  respect  to  common  lodging-houses  are  in  force 
in  Bromyard  and  in  Weobley,  but  not  in  the  other  districts. 
By-laws  with  respect  to  private  scavenging  are  in  force  in  the 
Colwall  parish  of  the  Ledbury  Rural  District.  (See  Report  for 
1903,  p.  114.) 

With  the  above  exceptions,  in  none  of  the  districts  are  there 
by-laws  in  force  with  respect  to 

Private  scavenging. 

Houses  let  in  lodgings. 

Tents  and  vans. 

Mortuaries  and  cemeteries. 

Slaughter-houess. 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

The  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901,  which  came  into  force 
on  January  1st,  1902,  is  an  Act  to  consolidate  with  Amendments 
the  Factory  and  Workshop  Acts. 

Under  the  provisions  of  this  Act  new  duties  are  cast  upon 
Sanitary  Authorities  and  upon  their  officials. 

Section  132  is  as  follows  : — “ The  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
of  every  District  Council  shall  in  his  Annual  Report  to  them  report 
specifically  on  the  administration  of  this  Act  in  Workshops  and 
Workplaces,  and  he  shall  send  a copy  of  his  Annual  Report,  or  so 
much  of  it  as  deals  with  this  subject,  to  the  Secretary  of  State.” 

Section  131  requires  that  “ every  District  Council  shall  keep 
a Register  of  all  workshops  situate  within  their  district.”  Sum- 
maries of  the  Registers  will  be  found  on  pages  47,  65,  85, 107, 127, 
140  and  153. 
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Workshops  may  be  defined  broadly  as 

Any  premises,  room,  or  place  where  steam,  water,  or  other 
mechanical  power  is  not  used  in  aid  of  the  manufacturing 
process  carried  on  there,  in  which  premises,  room,  or  places, 
or  within  the  close  or  curtilage  or  precincts  of  which  premises 
any  manual  labour  is  exercised  by  way  of  trade  or  for  pur- 
poses of  gain  in  or  incidental  to  any  of  the  following 
purposes,  namely  : — 

(1)  The  making  of  any  article  or  part  of  any  article  ; or 

(2)  The  altering,  repairing,  ornamenting,  or  finishing  of  any 
article  ; or 

(3)  The  adapting  for  sale  of  any  article, 

and  to  or  over  which  premises,  room,  or  place  the  employer  of 

the  persons  working  therein  has  the  right  of  access  or  control. 

WTiere  steam,  water,  or  other  mechanical  power  is  used  in 
aid  of  manufacturing  processes,  the  premises  concerned  arc 
defined  as  a factory. 

Within  the  Rural  Districts  are  chemical  works,  encaustic  tile 
works,  and  corn  mills,  which  are  factories.  The  workshops  within 
the  districts  include  those  occupied  by  blacksmiths,  bootmakers, 
builders,  carpenters,  coopers,  dressmakers,  machinists,  saddlers, 
tailors,  and  wheelwrights.  Bakehouses  are  separately  dealt  with 
under  the  Act,  and  (unless  they  are  factories)  are  to  be  inspected 
by  the  Sanitary  Officers. 

There  are  a few  glovers  in  the  Bromyard  Rural  District. 

The  provisions  of  the  1901  Act  apply  to  Laundries,  which  are 
now  brought  under  the  supervision  of  the  Home  Office  and  of  the 
Sanitary  Authority. 

In  my  report  for  1901  I set  out  in  detail  the  obligations  of 
Rural  District  Councils  with  regard  to  Factories  and  Workshops 
on  page  39,  and  with  regard  to  bakehouses  on  page  41. 

WORKERS  IN  LEAD. 

Every  medical  practitioner  attending  a patient  whom  he 
believes  to  be  suffering  from  lead,  phosphorous,  arsenical  or  mer- 
curial poisoning  or  anthrax,  contracted  in  a factory  or  workshop, 
is  required  by  section  73  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901, 
to  notify  the  particulars  to  the  Chief  Inspector  of  Factories,  the 
Home  Office,  London. 


25 


BROMYARD  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


1891. 

1901. 

1909. 

Area  in  acres  (exclusive  of  water) 

— 

. . 60,969 

. . 60,969 

Population  (census 

8,213 

. . 8,244 

Population  (Midsummer)  . . 

— 

8,246 

8,269 

Inhabited  houses  (census) . . 

1,828 

• • 1,790 

• • 

Persons  per  house  

4-5 

4.6 

• • 

Rateable  value  25  th  March 

— 

. . £64,866 

..  £68,169 

A penny  rate  produces  . . 

— 

• • £181 

Oh 

H 

M3 

No.  of  parishes 

— 

32 

32 

Birth-rate  per  1,000  population . . 

27.6 

23.5 

22.5 

Death-rate  all  causes  per  1,000. . 

16.3 

12.2 

15.2 

„ corrected  for  sex  and  age 

14. 1 

10.6 

13.2 

PHYSICAL  FEATURES  AND  GENERAL  CHARACTER. 

The  Rural  District  of  Bromyard,  which  entirely  surrounds  the  Bromyard 
Urban  District,  is  situated  in  the  north-eastern  side  of  the  county.  It  is 
bounded  on  the  north  and  east  by  Worcestershire,  on  the  south  by  the 
Ledbury  Rural  District,  and  on  the  west  by  the  Hereford  and  Leominster 
Rural  Districts.  The  district  is  a hilly  one.  On  the  eastern  side  Whitbourne 
is  200  ft.  above  sea  level,  while  Tedstone  Wafer  is  669ft.,  and  the  Ridgeway 
650ft.  Bishops  Frome,  in  the  south,  is  262ft.  In  the  west,  Bredenbury 
is  775ft.,  and  Hegdon  Hill  (the  highest  point  in  the  district)  is  829ft.  Brock - 
hampton,  about  the  middle,  is  700ft.  and  the  Wall  Hills,  in  the  north,  rise 
to  a height  of  738ft. 

The  district  is  well  watered  with  streams  from  the  hills,  which  empty 
into  the  rivers  Lodon  in  the  west,  Frome  iu  the  middle  of  the  district,  and 
a tributary  of  the  Teme  in  the  east.  All  these  rivers  flow  from  north  to 
south. 

Geologically  the  district  is  chiefly  Old  Red  Sandstone. 

The  subsoil  is  for  the  most  part  of  clay  or  marl  ; in  the  parishes  of 
Avenbury,  Edvin  Loach,  and  Whitbourne  of  sand,  and  in  Whitbourne  and 
the  northern  portion  of  Much  Cowarne,  of  gravel. 

There  are  within  the  district  32  parishes,  all  of  which  are  in  the  county 
of  Hereford,  in  the  Bromyard  Poor-law  Union  and  Bromyard  Registration 
District,  but  the  Poor-law  Union  and  Registration  District  include  the 
Bromyard  Urban  District,  and  are  not  therefore  co-terminous  with  the 
Bromyard  Rural  District.  The  population  in  the  32  parishes  at  the  census 
of  1901  varied  from  3 in  Saltmarshe  to  1,194  in  Cradley.  In  seven  parishes 
there  were  less  than  100  persons  (see  p.  48).  There  are  collections  of  houses 
into  villages  at  Bishops  Frome,  Cradley,  Stoke  Lacy,  Whitbourne  and  Pen- 
combe  ; elsewhere  houses  are  scattered. 

There  are  53  miles  of  county  main  roads  and  128  miles  of  district  roads 
in  the  Bromyard  Rural  District. 

INDUSTRIES. 

The  industries  are  principally  agricultural.  Hops  and  fruit  are  largely 
grown,  and  there  is  extensive  breeding  of  Herefordshire  cattle.  Quarries 
are  worked  in  the  parishes  of  Cradley,  Norton,  and  Winslow.  There  are 
brickworks  in  the  parishes  of  Linton,  Hampton  Charles,  Much  Cowarne, 
and  Stanford  Bishop.  There  are  corn  mills  in  the  parishes  of  Acton 
Beauchamp,  Avenbury,  Bishops  Frome,  Cradley,  Linton,  Little  Cowarne, 
Much  Cowarne,  Stoke  Lacy,  Tedstone  Delamere,  Thornbury,  Wacton, 
Whitbourne,  and  Winslow.  In  Actou  Beauchamp  and  Stanford  Bishop 
glove-making  is  carried  on  by  a few  cottagers. 
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BROMYARD  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


RECENT  ALTERATIONS  IN  AREA. 

These  are  set  out  in  detail  in  my  Report  for  1904,  p.  40. 

POPULATION. 

The  population  of  the  Bromyard  Rural  Sanitary  District  at 
the  census  of  1891  was  10,562,  and  of  the  Rural  District  as  it  is 
now  constituted  the  population  was  8,213.  The  alterations  in  area 
referred  to  above  account  for  the  difference.  The  population  of 
the  Rural  District  at  the  census  of  1901  was  8,244.  Although 
there  was  during  the  ten  years  an  increase  of  only  31  persons,  a 
reference  to  the  census  returns  (see  p.  41),  will  show  that  there 
was  an  increase  of  population  during  that  period  in  14  of  the  32 
parishes  amounting  to  247  persons,  while  in  ro  parishes  there  were 
in  the  aggregate  41  more  houses  occupied  in  1901  than  there 
were  in  1891.  The  estimated  population  at  the  middle  of  1909, 
upon  which  the  figures  in  this  report  are  based,  is  8>269- 

BIRTHS. 

No.  187.  Rate  per  1,000,  22.5. 

There  were  187  births  registered  in  the  Bromyard  Rural 
District  during  1909,  of  which  number  111  were  boys  and  76  girls, 
equal  to  a birth-rate  per  1,000  of  22.5.  This  rate  is  0.8  per  1,000 
above  that  recorded  in  1908,  and  0.7  per  1,000  below  the  average 
rate  of  the  previous  ten  years.  The  birth-rate  in  Rural  England 
during  1909  was  25.6  per  1,000.  A reference  to  page  4 will  show 
that  the  birth-rate  in  the  Bromyard  Rural  District  is  really  con- 
siderably higher  than  that  prevailing  in  England  and  Wales. 

In  the  registration  sub-districts  the  birth-rates  were  : — 


Average  of 
10  years, 

1909. 

1899-1908. 

Bromyard  . . 

23.2 

Bishops  Frome 

27.7 

26.9 

Brockhampton  . 

J7-9 

ILLEGITIMATE  BIRTHS. 

21.9 

During  1909  there  were  registered  in  the  Bromyard  Rural 
District  21  illegitimate  births,  equal  to  11.2  per  cent,  of  the  total 
births,  or  to  2.5  per  1,000  of  the  population  living.  In  the 
Bromyard  Sub-district  5.0  per  cent,  of  the  births  were  illegitimate, 
in  Bishops  Frome  8.3  per  cent.,  and  in  Brockhampton  21.0  per 
cent. 

At  the  census  of  1901  there  were  in  the  Bromyard  Rural 
District  884  unmarried  women  and  widows  between  the  ages  of 
15  and  45  years.  I lie  proportion  of  illegitimate  births  per  1,000 
of  these  women  was  thus  23.7,  compared  with  11.5  pei  1,000 
in  the  six  combined  rural  districts. 


BROMYARD  RURAL  DISTRICT. 
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DEATHS. 

No.  126.  Rate  per  T,ooo,  15.2. 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  Bromyard  Rural 
District  during  1909  was  124,  of  which  70  were  males  and  54  females. 
Included  in  this  number  were  three  inmates  of  the  Workhouse, 
whose  usual  place  of  residence  was  in  the  Bromyard  Urban  District. 
Three  residents  of  the  Bromyard  Rural  District  died  during  the 
year  in  the  County  Asylum,  and  two  in  the  Herefordshire  Hospital. 
After  making,  therefore,  these  necessary  adjustments,  the  number 
of  deaths  among  residents  in  the  Bromyard  Rural  District  was 
126  (71  males  and  55  females),  equal  to  a death-rate  of  15.2  per 
1,000.  This  rate  is  2.9  per  1,000  above  that  recorded  in  1908, 
and  is  0.6  per  1,000  above  the  average  death-rate  of  the  previous 
ten  years.  (See  table  1,  p.  41.) 

Among  the  inhabitants  of  the  following  five  parishes  having 
a population  of  421  persons,  no  deaths  occurred  during  1909  : — 
Brockhampton,  Edvin  Roach,  Saltmarshe,  Tedstone  Delamere, 
and  Wolferlow. 


In  the  registration  sub-districts  the  death-rates  were  : — 


Average  of 

10  years, 

1909. 

1899-1908. 

Bromyard 

. . ..  14. 1 

14.4 

Bishops  Frome 

. . 16 . 1 

15-3 

Brockhampton 

..  ..  14.7 

13.2 

Bromyard  Rural  District 

..  ..  15.2 

14.6 

I do  not  think  any  good  purpose  would  be  served  by  recording 
the  death-rate  for  each  parish  during  a single  j’ear,  the  figures 
covering  so  short  a period  and  for  small  populations  would  only 
be  misleading. 

In  the  six  parishes,  each  of  which  has  a population  of  more 
than  400  persons,  the  death-rates  per  1,000  were  as  follows  : — 
1901  1902  1903  1904  1905  1906  1907  1908  1909 
Bishops  Fro  me  14. 1 18.3  16.9  18.5  21.4  18.5  21.2  14.2  XI.  4 

Cradley  ..  ..  13.4  12.5  16.7  11.7  10. o 15.8  18.3  15.8  II. 7 

Linton  ..  ..  6.3  14.6  10.6  16.8  12.5  12.5  20.8  16. I 22.0 

Much  Cowarne  20.6  18.5  6.1  22.7  22.6  16.5  16.6  14.8  27.0 

Norton  ..  ..  14.0  16.4  18.7  15.0  12.7  10.2  7.8  10.7  32.7 

Whitbourne  ..  6.0  19.6  21.0  15.0  27.0  6.0  10.5  13.5  9.0 

The  crude  death-rate  in  Rural  England  in  1909  was  13.6  per 
1,000. 
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Bromyard  rural  district. 


Although  too  much  importance  must  not  be  attached  to  a 
high  death-rate  in  a single  year  in  a district  with  a population  of 
less  than  10,000  persons,  we  may  profitably  enquire  whether  there 
is  an  undue  preponderance  of  deaths  at  any  particular  group  of 
ages  or  from  one  or  more  diseases.  Table  A enables  us  to  find 
that  67  per  cent,  of  the  deaths  took  place  at  the  extremes  of  life 
— under  one  year  and  over  65  years  of  age.  This  percentage  was 
56,  60,  61,  52,  62,  63,  and  50  in  1908,  1907,  1906,  1905,  1904,  1903, 
and  1902  respectively. 

Table  A. 

The  following  table  gives  the  ages  at  death  during  1909  in 
various  groups  for  the  Bromyard  Rural  District,  the  registration 
sub-districts,  and  the  six  largest  parishes. 


All 

Ages. 

Under 

1 year 

1 to 
5. 

5 to 
15. 

r-t- 

‘ O 

25  to 
45. 

45  to 
65. 

65  to 
75. 

75  to 
85. 

Over 

85. 

Rural  District 

126 

20 

7 

2 

3 

7 

z3 

22 

35 

7 

Sub-Districts  : 

Bromyard 

28 

4 

5 

I 

1 

I 

3 

3 

8 

2 

Bishops  Frome  . . 

56 

8 

2 

I 

1 

4 

II 

II 

15 

3 

Brockhampton  . . . 

42 

8 

0 

0 

I 

2 

9 

8 

12 

2 

Parishes  : 

Bishops  Frome . . . 

8 

2 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

3 

1 

0 

Cradlcy 

14 

2 

1 

O 

0 

1 

3 

3 

3 

1 

Linton  

11 

2 

0 

0 

0 

1 

2 

2 

4 

0 

Much  Cowarne . . . 

13 

3 

0 

0 

0 

1 

3 

1 

5 

0 

Norton  

12 

2 

0 

0 

I 

0 

3 

2 

3 

1 

Whitbourne 

6 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

2 

1 

0 

j 

1 

LL. 

Corrected  Death-Rate. — The  death-rate  among  females  is  lower 
than  it  is  among  males,  and  it  is  also  lower  at  ages  between  5 years  and  55 
years  than  it  is  below  or  above  this  period,  and  as  the  proportion  of  females 
to  males  and  of  persons  living  at  different  age-periods  varies  in  different 
localities,  it  is  obviously  necessary  to  make  certain  corrections  if  we  are 
to  compare  with  accuracy  the  death-rates  in  two  or  more  districts.  In  order 
to  make  a true  comparison  with  the  rest  of  the  country  I have  worked  out 
the  factoi  of  correction  for  Bromyard  Rural  District  and  the  death-rate 
thus  corrected  was  13.2  per  1,000,  compared  with  a death-rate 
of  13.8  per  1,000  in  Rural  England  and  \\  ales.  The  corrected  average  death- 
rate  in  the  previous  teu  years  in  Bromyard  Rural  District  was  12.7  per  1,000. 
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UNCE RTIFIED  DEATHS. 

7.4  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths. 

Of  the  124  deaths  registered  in  the  Bromyard  Rural  District 
in  1909  there  were  108  certified  by  registered  medical  practitioners, 
7 by  the  Coroner,  and  9 were  uncertified.  Given  as  percentages 
of  the  total  deaths,  87  per  cent,  were  certified  by  medical  prac- 
titioners, 5.6  per  cent,  by  the  Coroner,  and  7.4  per  cent,  were  un- 
certified. The  cause  of  death  entered  by  the  Registrars  in  the 
case  of  the  9 uncertified  deaths  was : — Heart  disease,  convulsions 
(2),  senile  decay,  premature  birth,  pneumonia,  natural  causes,  and 
heart  failure  (2). 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 


1909. 

Bromyard  Rural  District  . . . . 106 

Rural  England  98 

The  amount  of  child  mortality  is  measured  by  stating  the 
number  of  children  who  have  died  under  one  year  old  within  a 
certain  period  in  proportion  to  1,000  births  during  the  same 
period.  In  the  Bromyard  Rural  District  during  1909  there  were 
born  187  children,  and  20  children  died  under  twelve  months  old. 
The  infantile  mortality  rate  was  thus  ecfual  to  106  per  1,000  births. 
This  number  was  above  the  average  for  the  previous  ten  years. 
In  the  registration  sub-districts  the  infantile  mortality  rate  was  : — 


Average  of 

10  years, 

1909. 

1899-1908. 

Bromyard  

. . 100 

66 

Bishops  Frome 

• • • ■ 83 

85 

Brockhampton 

..  ..  156 

95 

The  20  children  under  12  months  old  who  died  in  the  Brom- 
yard Rural  District  during  1909  were  certified  as  having  died 
from  the  following  causes  : — Premature  birth  (5),  enteritis,  inanition 
(2),  whooping  cough,  convulsions  (4),  measles,  marasmus  (3), 
atelectasis  (2),  and  natural  causes. 

Illegitimate  Deaths. — There  were  two  deaths  among  illegi- 
timate children  under  twelve  months  old  belonging  to  Bromyard 
Rural  District  in  1909,  giving  an  illegitimate  infantile  mortality 
rate  of  190  per  1,000  births  compared  with  96  per  1,000  in  the  case 
of  legitimate  children. 


Average  of 
10  years, 
1899-1908. 
86 
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ZYMOTIC  (INFECTIOUS)  DISEASES. 


Average  of 
io  years, 
1909.  1899-1908. 

Death-rate  per  1,000 0.48  ..  0.49 

Death-rate  Rural  England  . . 0.80  . . — 

The  seven  diseases  named  below  are  those  which  are  included 
in  the  expression  “ principal  zymotic  diseases.” 

No.  of  cases.  No.  of  deaths. 

Small-pox  o . . 0 

Measles  * . . 2 

Scarlet  fever  3 . . o 

Whooping  Cough  ....  * . . 2 

Diphtheria  7 . . o 

Typhoid  fever  2 . . o 

Diarrhoea  * . . o 

* Not  notifiable. 


Small-pox  was  not  present  in  the  district  during  1909. 
Scarlet  Fever. — Three  cases  occurred  in  two  houses  in  two 
parishes  remote  from  each  other. 

Diphtheria  was  not  present  in  an  epidemic  form  at  any  time. 
The  seven  cases  were  in  five  houses  in  five  different  parishes. 

Typhoid  Fever. — One  case  of  typhoid  fever  occurred  in  the 
Workhouse,  the  other  in  Cradley  parish. 

ISOEATION  FIOSPITAL. 

There  were  treated  in  the  Hospital  during  1909  two  scarlet 
fever  patients.  The  number  treated  in  the  previous  years  was  : — 


1897 — 10 

cases. 

1903 — 5 cases. 

1898—  5 

1904—  7 „ 

1899 — 10 

9 9 

1905—  6 „ 

1900—  5 

9 9 

1906 — 22  ,, 

1901 — 7 

99 

1907—10  „ 

1902—  5 

99 

1 

00 

0 

H 

From  the  Rural  District  there  was  removed  1 scarlet  fever 
patient ; and  from  the  Urban  District  there  was  removed  one 
scarlet  fever  patient. 

The  cost  of  the  Joint  Hospital  in  the  past  seven  years  was  as 
follows  : — 

Year  ending  March  31  st. 

1901  1902  1903  1904  1905  1906  1907  1908  1909 

Repayment  of 

loans  & interest  £104  £103  £102  £100  £99  £ 98  £98  £95  £94 
Current  expenses  £94  £91  £103  £122  £94  £124  £203  £184  £133 
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A description  of  the  hospital  will  be  found  on  p.  60  of  my 
report  for  1901. 

Average  of 

Phthisis.  10  years, 

1909.  1899-1908. 

Death-rate  per  1,000 1.45  ..  0.72 

The  12  deaths  from  Consumption  occurred  among  residents 
in  the  following  parishes  : — Stoke  Lacey  (2),  Linton,  Ocle  Pychard 
(4),  Norton,  Bishop’s  Frome,  Whitbourne,  Avenbury,  Cradley, 
and  Little  Cowarne.  Nine  were  males  and  three  females.  The 
ages  at  death  were  4,  29,  36,  43,  46,  47,  48,  58,  59,  66,  70,  and  79 
respectively.  Four  were  labourers. 

No  cases  were  notified  either  under  the  voluntary  scheme  or 
under  the  Public  Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regulations  (1908). 


Average  of 

Cancer. 

1909. 

10  years, 
1899-1908. 

Death-rate  per  1,000  . . . , 

. . 0.96 

1.29 

The  eight  deaths  from  Cancer — 4 males  and  4 females,  occurred 
among  residents  from  the  parishes  of  Upper  Sapey,  Linton,  Ullings- 
wick,  Bishop  Frome,  Stanford  Bishop  and  Norton  (3).  The  ages 
at  death  ranged  from  47  to  77  years. 


Table  B. 

BROMYARD  RURAL  DISTRICT. 
Actual  Number  of  Deaths. 


Name  of  Disease. 

1899 

| 1900 

1901 

<M 

r-i 

1903 

1904  j 

1905 

1906 

1907 

1908 

Total 
1899  to 
1908 

Oi 

O 

03 

rH 

Smallpox 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Measles  

1 

1 

2 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

1 

1 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

5 

0 

Whooping  Cough 
Diphtheria  and 

0 

2 

3 

0 

5 

2 

3 

1 

0 

1 

17 

O 

M 

Membranous  Croup  . . 

2 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0 

6 

0 

Typhoid  Fever  . . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

Influenza 

0 

13 

0 

4 

1 

2 

0 

2 

1 

0 

29 

0 

Diarrhoea 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

2 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Puerperal  Fever 

1 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

4 

0 

Erysipelas 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

2 

1 

Phthisis  

3 

7 

8 

11 

5 

4 

9 

0 

3 

4 

00 

12 

Cancer 

Bronchitis,  Pneumonia 

7 

7 

5 

9 

13 

7 

8 

4 

15 

10 

85 

8 

Pleurisy,  etc  . . 

12 

10 

10 

19 

23 

12 

22 

10 

20 

18 

102 

17 

Heart  Diseases  . . 

12 

10 

3 

18 

10 

10 

11 

4 

14 

10 

108 

11 

Accidents 

13 

13 

2 

3 

3 

3 

7 

4 

2 

2 

52 

2 
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TABLE  C. 

BROMYARD  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Actual  Number  of  Deaths. 


Year. 

M 

O 

P« 

CC 

as 

Measles. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

| Whooping 

j Cough. 

i 

1 t3 

z 

C 

J 

-4-< 

s 

' 1 | 

' H ^ 

1 

1 

111 

!£-fe 

! Diarrhoea  & 

Dysentery. 

Total. 

1875 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

2 

0 

7 

10 

1876 

* 

♦ 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

1877  

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

4 

1878 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

3 

1 

6 

1879  

0 

0 

0 

2 

1 0 

0 

0 

1 

3 

1880 

0 

8 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

16 

1881 

0 

0 

5 

2 

0 

2 

1 

2 

12 

1882 

0 

0 

2 

1 

4 

1 

0 

1 

9 

1883 

0 

0 

0 

3 

1 

0 

0 

2 

0 

1884 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

2 

1 

5 

1885 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

4 

1886 

0 

3 

0 

3 

o 

0 

0 

i 

7 

1887  

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

i 

2 

1888 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1889 

0 

6 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

8 

1890 

0 

1 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4 

1891 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1892 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1893 

3 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

1 

7 

1894 

0 

3 

1 

6 

1 

0 

0 

0 

11 

1895 

0 

2 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4 

1896 

0 

3 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

7 

1897  

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

o 

1893 

0 

1 

0 

1 

2 

0 

0 

0 

4 

1899 

0 

0 

1 

0 

2 

0 

0 

1 

4 

1900 

0 

1 

1 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4 

1901 

0 

2 

1 

3 

1 

0 

0 

2 

9 

1902 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1903 

0 

0 

0 

5 

o 

0 

0 

0 

5 

1904 

0 

0 

1 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

1905 

0 

2 

1 

3 

0 

0 

0 

2 

8 

1906 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

2 

1907 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

1 

4 

1908 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

o 

0 

1909 

o 

2 

o 

2 

o 

°l 

o 

o 

4 

* Information  not  available. 
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HOUSE  ACCOMMODATION. 

For  the  most  part  the  cottages  of  the  working  classes  are  of 
a good  type,  although  in  some  parts  there  are  old  houses  that 
might  very  well  be  replaced  by  more  modern  dwellings.  There 
is  no  crowding  of  houses  on  area  or  of  persons  in  houses.  In  1901 
there  were  4.6  persons  per  house.  There  is  a general  absence  of 
paving  outside  the  back-doors,  and  the  absence  of  rainwater  gutters 
is  noticeable  in  some  parishes.  Both  these  defects  are  the  source 
of  permanent  dampness  which  cannot  fail  to  be  harmful.  There 
are  no  by-laws  in  force  with  respect  to  new  buildings.  No  houses 
were  reported  by  me  as  uninhabitable  during  1909.  On  page  11 
will  be  found  the  report  of  a committee  of  the  Bromyard  Rural 
District  Council  on  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  &c.,  Act,  1909. 

SEWERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE. 

In  no  part  of  the  district  is  there  any  general  system  of 
drainage.  Most  of  the  houses  and  cottages  are  provided  with 
privy  closets.  Only  a very  few  pail  closets  or  earth  closets  are 
used.  Water  closets  are  to  be  found  in  the  larger  residential 
houses,  and  the  drainage  in  these  cases  is  usually  discharged  into 
a cesspit  which  overflows  on  to  land.  In  many  cottages  the  drain 
discharges  into  a roadside  ditch,  a custom  which  ought  not  to 
be  allowed  to  continue. 

The  drainage  from  the  Workhouse  (in  which  the  average 
number  of  persons  is  90),  in  the  parish  of  Uinton,  is  conveyed  to 
a septic  tank,  which  discharges  over  bacteria  contact  beds,  of 
which  there  are  three,  and  the  effluent  flows  into  an  adjoining 
ditch. 

HOUSE  REFUSE. 

The  Council  does  not  undertake  the  removal  of  house  refuse. 
WATER  SUPPU Y. 

A resolution  was  passed  by  the  then  Sanitary  Authority  on 
December  18th,  1879,  defining  200  yards  as  a “ reasonable 
distance  ” within  which  water  should  be  provided  for  new  houses. 
In  the  case  of  old  houses  500  >rards  has  been  usually  considered 
a “ reasonable  distance,”  but  I am  unable  to  find  any  definite 
minute  to  this  effect.  A large  number  of  cottages  rely  upon  springs 
or  dip  wells  situated  away  from  the  premises  for  a supply  of  water. 
There  is  a noticeable  absence  of  pumps  in  some  parts  of  the  district. 
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DAIRIES  AND  COWSHEDS. 

At  the  request  of  the  Local  Government  Board  the  following 
report  was  presented  to  the  Council  on  September  9th,  1909. 

“ Since  I reported  in  some  detail  on  July  17th,  1907,  upon  the 
Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  in  the  district  the  register  has 
had  four  names  added  to  it  and  two  cowkeepers  who  were  on  the 
register  have  ceased  to  sell  milk. 

The  milk  from  two  dairies  is  sent  by  rail  to  Worcester,  from 
two  others  it  is  retailed  in  Malvern,  from  another  is  distributed  in 
the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  the  farm  and  from  the  remaining 
five  dairies  is  sold  for  the  most  part  in  the  town  of  Bromyard. 

There  are  about  100  cows  in  the  ten  registered  cowsheds. 

With  one  or  two  exceptions  there  is  very  little  structural 
alteration  required  in  any  of  the  registered  cowsheds.  Where 
it  is  required  it  is  in  connection  with  the  foldyard.  Several  require 
either  draining  or  pitching.  In  their  present  condition  they  allow 
of  the  accumulation  and  retention  of  liquid  manure.  This  accu- 
mulation in  several  instances  is  increased  by  the  absence  of  rain- 
water gutters  to  carry  off  the  roof  water  from  the  buildings  sur- 
rounding the  foldyard. 

In  too  many  instances  I have  found  very  large  manure  heaps 
almost  up  to  the  doors  of  the  cowsheds. 

The  inside  walls  of  the  cowsheds  are  cleaner  than  formerly, 
though  they  are  by  no  means  as  clean  as  they  should  be. 

In  two  instances  I have  found  the  drain  from  the  kitchen 
sink  discharging  on  to  the  foldyard  and  running  close  to  the  cow- 
sheds. 

Whenever  I have  been  present  at  milking  time  I have  found 
that  too  little  attention  has  been  paid  by  the  milkers  to  the 
cleanliness  either  of  their  hands  or  clothing.  It  is  rarely  that  I 
have  found  any  attention  paid  to  the  cleanliness  of  the  cows’  teats. 
In  one  instance  when  I remonstrated  with  a boy  for  having  such 
dirty  hands  he  excused  himself  by  saying  that  the  filth  on  them 
had  come  from  the  teats  of  the  cow  which  he  had  previously 
milked. 

All  the  registrable  cowsheds  as  far  as  I know  are  now  registered. 

I have  inspected  each  of  the  cowsheds  on  dates  between  17th 
August  and  9th  September  in  the  present  year  (1909).” 
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The  Council  has  had  under  consideration  the  adoption  of 
Regulations  under  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  Orders, 
and  has  decided  not  to  make  any  for  the  present.  I consider 
that  it  is  very  desirable  such  regulations  should  be  made  and 
enforced. 


SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

The  five  slaughter-houses  are  kept  in  a fairly  good  condition. 
They  are  all  well  built  and  have  good  floors.  No  meat  was  found 
during  1909  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption. 

There  are  no  common  lodging-houses  or  offensive  trades  in 
the  district. 


HOP-PICKERS’  QUARTERS. 

The  following  report  was  presented  to  the  Council  on  1st 
November,  1909. 

“At  the  meeting  of  the  Rural  District  Council  held  on  September 
9th,  1909,  a letter  was  read  from  the  Local  Government  Board 
in  which  a request  was  made  that  the  Council  should  instruct  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  inspect,  during  the  hop-picking  season 
then  approaching,  the  accommodation  provided  for  ‘ foreign  ’ 
hop-pickers  in  the  Rural  District,  and  to  make  a special  report 
to  the  Council  on  the  subject.” 

The  Council  accordingly  instructed  me. 

The  list  of  hop-growers  which  I had  compiled  three  years  ago 
contained  131  names,  but  this  number  has  been  reduced  year  by 
year  owing  to  the  grubbing  up  which  has  taken  place,  and  this 
year  it  was  still  further  reduced  owing  to  the  failure  of  crops.  This 
failure  had  a double  effect.  On  the  one  hand  many  farmers  who 
were  in  the  habit  of  employing  “ foreign  ” pickers  were  able  to  get 
the  picking  done  by  home  pickers,  while  in  other  instances  the 
number  of  “ foreign  ” pickers  employed  on  particular  farms  in 
previous  years  was  very  much  less  this  year. 

I had  some  difficulty  in  ascertaining  which  farms  would  require 
inspection  in  accordance  with  the  terms  suggested  by  the  Local 
Government  Board,  and,  as  a fact,  a large  number  of  farms  were 
visited  at  which  no  “ foreign  ” pickers  were  employed.  I began 
the  inspection  on  September  18th,  and  on  that  and  further  occasions 
inspected  the  accommodation  at  26  farms  situated  in  almost  every 
part  of  the  Rural  District. 
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Special  buildings  have  been  erected  in  five  instances,  cottages 
were  used  in  two  cases,  at  three  farms  out  buildings  were  specially- 
adapted  either  by  the  putting  in  of  wooden  floors  or  the  erection 
of  partitions,  and  elsewhere  barns,  stables,  or  cowsheds  were  in  use. 

For  the  most  part,  as  far  as  I could  gather,  the  sexes  were 
separated,  that  is  to  say  single  men  and  single  women  were  not 
accommodated  in  the  same  room,  but  in  several  instances  married 
couples  and  children  were  found  in  the  same  building,  with  little 
or  no  attempt  at  dividing  one  family  from  the  other. 

At  two  farms  I found  only  women  employed. 

As  regards  the  cleanliness  of  the  inside  walls,  in  seven  instances 
no  attempt  had  been  made  to  limewash  them,  and  either  the  bare 
bricks  or  wooden  walls  were  exposed.  In  four  cases  only  could 
the  walls  be  described  as  decidedly  clean,  and  in  two  of  these  they 
had  been  limewashed  with  a sprayer. 

The  ventilation  as  provided  was  for  the  most  part  fairly  good, 
but  it  had  been  very'  appreciably  lessened  in  value  owing  to  the 
practice  of  the  pickers  in  stopping  up  with  hay  or  straw  the  louvred 
and  other  openings  in  the  buildings. 

In  the  same  way'  the  lighting  of  many  buildings  was  decreased. 

The  cooking,  as  a rule,  was  carried  on  in  open  sheds,  in  three 
of  which  fire  places  with  flues  had  been  constructed.  In  three 
cases  no  provision  was  made  for  cooking,  which  had  to  be  carried 
on  in  the  open. 

Water  was  laid  on  and  piped  in  three  instances.  In  one  case 
it  had  to  be  carried  about  ioo  yards  from  an  open  spring,  in 
another  it  was  obtained  from  an  adjoining  brook,  while  in  the 
majority  of  cases  there  was  a pump  available  near  at  hand. 

In  six  cases  there  is  special  privy  accommodation  provided. 
In  three  other  cases  I found  it  bad,  and  in  the  remainder  only 
fairly  good. 

In  several  instances  the  foldyard  and  immediate  surroundings 
had  evidently  been  cleaned  up  prior  to  the  coming  in  of  the 
pickers,  but  in  at  least  half  a dozen  others  there  were  large  accu- 
mulations of  manure  in  proximity  to  the  pickers’  quarters. 

The  conclusion  I have  come  to  as  a result  of  these  inspections 
is  that  it  is  quite  possible  to  make  existing  buildings,  especially 
large  barns,  habitable  lor  a few  weeks.  But  to  do  so  it  is  absolutely 
necessary  that  they  should  be  thoroughly  clean  at  the  beginning 
ol  the  occupancy.  Now  that  liniewashing  can  be  done  expeditiously 


BROMYARD  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


37 


and  cheaply  by  means  of  a sprayer,  an  appliance  which  is  to  be 
found  in  every  hop-yard,  it  can  be  no  hardship  upon  hop-growers 
to  insist  upon  the  inside  walls  being  efficiently  whitewashed.  At 
one  farm  I visited  a two-stall  stable  and  adjoining  coach-house 
had  been  sprayed,  and  no  exception  at  all  could  be  taken  to  their 
conditions. 

Another  feature  to  which  attention  should  be  drawn  was  the 
presence  of  accumulations  of  manure  quite  close  to  the  hop- 
pickers’  quarters.  I have  already  stated  that  in  some  instances 
the  surroundings  were  entirely  free  from  such  accumulations,  and 
I think  this  should  be  the  case  everywhere. 

The  last  matter  to  refer  to  is  the  privy  accommodation. 
Elaborate  structures  are  not  a necessity,  but  it  is  so  easy  to  render 
an  ordinary  privy  inoffensive  by  the  simple  expedient  of  placing 
in  it  a sufficiency  of  earth  to  cover  over  the  excrement,  that  I 
am  strongly  of  opinion  this  should  be  insisted  upon. 

Recent  researches  have  shown  that  disease  is  disseminated 
by  flies  who  settle  indiscriminately  upon  excrement  and  food. 
It  is  thus  of  the  greatest  importance  that  exposed  excrement  should 
be  covered  over  as  speedily  as  possible. 

I would  suggest  that  the  Council  should  give  further  con- 
sideration to  the  question  of  adopting  bye-laws  for  the  regulation 
of  hop-pickers’  accommodation.” 

The  following  letter  was  subsequently  received  from  the  Local 
Government  Board  : — 

Local  Government  Board, 

Whitehall,  S.W., 

ii th  Dec.,  1909. 
Sir, 

I am  directed  by  the  Local  Government  Board  to  advert  to 
your  letter  of  the  10th  ultimo,  enclosing  a copy  of  a report  by  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Bromyard  Rural  District  as  to 
the  housing  accommodation  provided  for  hop-pickers  in  the  Rural 
District. 

It  appears  to  the  Board  that  the  information  contained  in  this 
report  does  not  support  the  view  which  the  Council  communicated 
to  the  Board  in  their  letter  of  the  14th  August  last  that  there  is 
no  need  in  the  district  for  bye-laws  with  regard  to  the  housing  of 
hop-pickers.  The  Board  observe  that  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  refers  in  the  report  to  several  instances  in  which  married 
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couples  and  children  were  found  in  the  same  building,  with  little 
or  no  attempt  at  dividing  one  family  from  another.  Bye-law 
2 (iv.)  of  the  Board’s  Model  Series  contains  a provision  to  meet 
such  cases.  Three  cases  are  reported  in  which  no  provision  was 
made  for  cooking.  Such  cases  would  be  met  by  a bye-law  of  the 
kind  shewn  in  2 (v.)  of  the  Model  Series.  In  two  cases  the  water 
supply  appears  not  to  be  such  as  would  comply  with  Model  Bye-law 
2 (v.)  In  seven  instances  no  attempt  had  been  made  to  limevvash 
the  interior  walls  of  the  building  provided,  and  in  three  cases  the 
closet  accommodation  was  bad.  These  difficulties  would  be  met 
respectively  by  provisions  of  the  nature  of  bye-laws  2 (viii.)  and 
2 (ix.)  of  the  Model  Series. 

I am  to  request  that  the  Rural  District  Council  will  reconsider 
the  question  of  framing  bye-laws  and  that  the  Board  may  be  in- 
formed of  the  result. 

Copies  of  the  Model  Bye-laws  for  securing  the  decent  lodging 
and  accommodation  of  persons  engaged  in  picking  hops,  &c.,  and 
a copy  of  a Memorandum  containing  instructions  for  submitting 
Bye-laws  to  the  Board  are  enclosed. 

I am,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

{Signed)  John  Lithiby, 

Assistant  Secretary. 

The  question  of  making  by-laws  with  regard  to  the  housing 
of  hop-pickers  was  referred  to  a committee,  who  reported  on 
February  ioth,  1910,  in  the  following  terms  : — 

“ Medical  Officer  of  Health’s  report  on  the  accommodation  for 
hop-pickers. 

This  report,  it  will  be  observed,  is  on  the  whole  favourable, 
and  having  regard  to  the  fact  that  this  Rural  District  is  one  of 
the  healthiest  in  England  and  that  no  instance  has  been  brought 
under  their  notice  in  which  the  health  of  any  individual  hop- 
picker  has  been  injuriously  affected  by  the  nature  of  the  accom- 
modation now  voluntarily  provided  by  the  hop-growers  therein, 
your  Committee  think  it  unnecessary  to  make  any  bye-laws  on  this 
subject.  Such  bye-laws  would  be  very  difficult  to  frame  so  as  to 
impose  an  equal  and  equally  just  burden  on  the  various  kinds  of 
premises  used  for  the  purpose,  they  would  tend  to  curtail  an 
industry  already  diminishing,  and  would  thereby  tend  also  to  deprive 
the  class  from  whom  hop-pickers  usually  come  of  work  which 
not  only  provides  wages,  but  is  looked  on  by  most  of  them  as  an 
invigorating  and  pleasant  recreation.” 
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SCHOOLS. 

There  are  trough  water-closets  discharging  into  a cesspit  at 
the  Pencombe  Schools.  Earth  closets  or  pails  at  Bredenbury, 
Acton  Beauchamp,  Cradley  (Storridge),  and  Whitbourne.  At 
most  of  the  other  schools  there  are  privies,  not  quite  so  bad  as  the 
pit  type,  but  still  objectionable.  At  the  rear  of  the  structure  is 
a receptacle  for  ashes  which  communicates  with  the  privy.  The 
intention  being  that  the  ashes  should  be  mixed  with  the  excreta, 
but  as  the  ashes  have  been  burned,  and,  therefore,  sterilised,  they 
can  have  no  nitrifying  power.  This  form  of  privy  might  be  rendered 
less  offensive  and  dangerous  if  a sufficient  quantity  of  earth  were 
thrown  in  through  the  seat  (not  behind)  to  keep  the  surface  dry. 

PERMISSIVE  POWERS. 

The  Public  Health  (Amendment)  Act,  1890,  and  the  Infec- 
tious Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890,  have  not  been  adopted  by 
the  District  Council;  nor  does  the  Council  possess  any  of  the  urban 
powers  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875. 

The  Council  have  not  made  any  by-laws  with  respect  to 

Private  scavenging. 

Houses  let  in  lodgings. 

Hop  and  fruit-pickers. 

Tents  and  vans. 

Mortuaries  and  cemeteries. 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 

Mr.  Thomas  Barrs  has  been  Inspector  of  Nuisances  since 
1875.  He  is  re-appointed  annually  at  a salary  of  £52  per  annum, 
a moiety  being  paid  by  the  County  Council.  He  is  also  Inspector 
of  Nuisances  for  the  Bromyard  Urban  District. 

REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Cases  inquired  into  13 

Patients  removed  to  Hospital  1 

Houses  disinfected  and  cleansed 6 

Lots  of  bedding,  clothing,  etc.,  disinfected 6 

Cases  of  illegal  exposure  o 

Schools  disinfected  9 

HOUSES. 

Erected  0 

Made  fit  for  habitation 1 

Closed  as  unfit  for  habitation  1 

Cleansed  and  whitewashed  2 

Overcrowding  abated  1 

Workshops  whitewashed  3 
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WATER  SUPPLY. 

Wells  sunk  o 

Wells  cleansed  and  repaired 2 

Wells  closed  o 

Samples  of  water  sent  for  analysis 2 

HOUSE  DRAINS. 

Laid  or  relaid 3 

Cleansed,  trapped,  and  ventilated  o 

Defective  waste-pipes  rectified  o 

Insanitary  lavatories,  sinks  and  urinals  rectified  . . o 

Dumb  wells  rectified  o 

WATER  CLOSETS. 

Additional  provided  o 

Repaired,  ventilated,  or  provided  with  cisterns  . . . . o 

PRIVIES  AND  ASHPITS. 

New  privies  provided  o 

Converted  to  earth  closets 2 

Converted  into  pail  closets o 

Repaired 2 

SCAVENGING. 

Privies  and  ashpits  cleansed o 

Removals  of  offensive  refuse 2 

SLAUGHTER-HOUSES. 

On  register  5 

Cleansed  and  repaired 5 

DAIRIES  AND  COWSHEDS. 

On  register  and  inspected  12 

Contraventions  of  D.C.  and  M.  Order o 

UNSOUND  FOOD. 

Seizures  o 

CLERICAL  WORK. 

Letters  written  30 

Notices  served  2 

Notices  complied  with 1 

Notices  outstanding  1 

THOMAS  BARRS, 

Inspector  of  Nuisances. 

January  10th,  1910. 

Remarks. — The  slaughter-houses  and  schools  were  visited 
regularly  and  generally  found  very  clean  ; it  would  be  a decided 
improvement,  though,  if  some  of  the  school  privies  were  emptied 
oftener. 

There  was  no  epidemic  during  the  year. 
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Table  I.  (Local  Government  Board). 

BROMYARD  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1909 
and  Previous  Years. 
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8269 
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20 
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1 

14 

3 

5 

126 

15*2 

* Rates  in  Columns  4,  8,  and  13  calculated  per  1,000  of  estimated  population. 

Note. — The  deaths  included  in  Column  7 of  this  table  are  the  whole  of  those  registered 
during  the  year  as  having  actually  occurred  within  the  district  The  deaths  included  in 
Column  12  are  the  number  in  Column  7,  corrected  by  the  subtraction  of  the  number  in 
Column  10  and  the  addition  of  the  number  in  Column  11. 

By  the  term  “ Non-residents  ” is  meant  persons  brought  into  the  district  on  account 
of  sickness  or  infirmity,  and  dying  in  public  institutions  there ; and  by  the  term 
“ Residents”  is  meant  persons  who  have  been  taken  out  of  the  district  on  account  of 
sickness  or  infirmity,  and  have  died  in  public  institutions  elsewhere. 

t The  “ Public  Institutions  ” taken  into  account  for  the  purposes  of  these  Tables  are 
the  Workhouse  within  the  district  (Cols.  9 and  10),  and  the  County  Asylum  and 
Hereford  and  Worcester  Hospitals  beyond  the  district  (Col.  11). 

The  Union  Workhouse  is  within  the  district. 

Total  population  at  all  ages 8,244)  |,4 

A rea  of  District  in  acres)  ^ I go 

(exclusive  of  area  j- 60,969  Number  of  inhabited  houses  1,790  ro  3 

covered  by  water).  J 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  ..  4'6  ( <1 


42 


Table  II.  (Local  Government  Board.) 
BROMYARD  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Vital  Statistics  of  Registration  Sub-districts  in  1909 

AND  PREVIOUS  YEARS. 

Corrected  for  Residents  and  Non-residents. 


Names  of 

Localities. 

Bromyard 

Sub-District. 

Bishops  Frome 

Sub -District. 

Brockhampton 

Sub -District. 

Year. 
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56 
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40 
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88 

52 

6 
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5 
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45 

37 

O 
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76 

63 

7 

2870 

62 

46 

9 

1903 

1928 

49 

31 

3 

3458 

74 

48 

16 

2868 

70 

47 

5 

1904 

1930 

41 

20 

1 

3456 

101 

48 

5 

2866 

57 

40 

5 

1905 

1943 

39 

26 

3 

3455 

79 

03 

5 

2864 

56 

47 

11 

1906 

1950 

57 

28 

4 

3454 

99 

48 

6 

2862 

64 

29 

7 

1 907 

1 1)58 

29 

29 

3 

34  52 

82 

59 

3 

2S00 

43 

33 

5 

1908 

I960 

44 

24 

4 

3450 

73 

45 

6 

2858 

64 

33 

1 

Averages 

1932 

45 

28 

3 

3457 

93 

54 

8 

2867 

63 

38 

6 

for  years 

*23  .2 

*14.4 

too 

*26.9 

*15.3 

tS5 

*21.9 

*13.2 

t95 

1899to 1908 

1909 

1954 

40 

28 

4 

3461 

96 

56 

8 

2854 

51 

42 

S 

*20  2 

*141 

uoo 

*27'7 

*161 

183 

*17’9 

'14*7 

+156 

Notes. — 

(1)  The  separate  localities  adopted  for  this  Table  are  the  registration  sub- 

districts. 

(2)  Deaths  of  residents  occurring  in  public  institutions  beyond  the  district  are 

included  in  sub-columns  c of  this  Table,  and  those  of  non-residents 
registered  in  public  institutions  in  the  district  excluded. 

(2)  Deaths  of  residents  occurring  in  public  institutions,  whether  within  or  without 
the  district,  are  allotted  to  the  respective  localities  according  to  the  ad- 
dresses of  the  doceased. 

(4)  The  gross  totals  of  the  several  columns  m this  Table  respectively  equal  the 
corresponding  totals  for  tho  whole  districts  in  Tables  I.  and  IV.  : thus, 
the  totals  of  sub-columns  a.  b and  c agree  with  the  figures  for  the  year  in 
the  columns  2,  3 and  12  respectively  of  Table  I.  ; tho  gross  total  of  the 
sub-column  c agrees  with  the  total' of  column  2 in  Table  IV.,  and  the 
gross  total  of  sub-column  d with  the  total  of  column  3 in  Table  IV. 

* Rate  per  1000  persons  living, 
t Rato  pei  1000  births,  or  infantile  mortality  rate. 


Table  III.  (Local  Government  Board). 
BROMYARD  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  Notified  during  the  year  1909. 
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Notes. — The  localities  adopted  for  this  Table  are  the  same  as  those  in  Tables  II.  and  IV. 

H. — The  Bromyard  Joint  (U.  and  R.)  Isolation  Hospital  is  situated  in  the  Brockhampton  Registration 
Sub -District. 


44 


G 

os 

< 

O 

m 

z h 
w cj 

s ■-j 
z cd 
os  p 

O 5 

O 

, _l 
< < 
u & 

s ^ 

CsC 


qQ 

w O'! 


D 

Z 

u 

H 

X 

W 


< 

>H 

S 

c 

Cri 

CO 


Id 

_J 

ca 

< 

H 


45 


46 


TABLE  V.  (Local  Government  Board). 

BROMYARD  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Infantile  Mortality  during  Year,  1909. 

Corrected  for  Reside/its  and  Non-Residents. 
Deaths  from  stated  Causes  iu  Weeks  and  Months  under 


One  Year  of  Age. 
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All  Causes. 

17 

7 

9 

9 

1 

1 

9 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

* 

3 

Small -pox  

Chicken-pox  

Measles 

; 

• 

1 

1 

Scarlet  fever 

. 

Diphtheria  : Croup 
Whooping  cough 

' 

• 

1 

i 

Diarrhoea,  all  forms  . . . 
Enteritis  ( not  Tub' cl's) 
Gastritis,  gastro-intes- 

. 

. 

. 

1 

1 

final  catarrh 

. 

. 

4 

. 

4 

1 

5 

Congenital  defects  .... 

• 

Injury  at  Birth 

Want  of  Breast-milk  . . 

* 

; 

• 

Atrophy,  Debility, 

3 

Marasmus  

1 

1 

1 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 
Tuberculous  Petitonitis 

• 

' 

• 

Tabes  Mesenterica 

, 

. 

Other  Tuberculous 

diseases  

. 

. 

Inanition  

Jaundice  

Rickets 

1 

1 

1 

. 

; 

2 

Meningitis  (not  tub' cl’ s) 

1 

1 

•> 

2 

4 

Bronchitis 

, 

Laryngitis 

Pneumonia  

■ 

Suffocation,  overlaying 
Multiple  Abscess 

* 

* 

; 

9 

2 

9 

Natural  Causes 

1 

T 

’ 

! 

1 

8 

0 

0 

2 

10 

1 

3 

1 

0 

1 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

20 

Rural  District  of  Bromyard  : — Population  (estimated  to  middle  of  1909),  8278. 

t,.  . (Legitimate,  166. 

Births  in  1909  b 

'Illegitimate,  21. 


t-.  c (Legitimate  infants  16. 

Deaths  in  1909  of  b 

'Illegitimate  infants,  4. 


Deaths  from  all  causes  at  all  ages  (corrected  for  Residents  and  Non-residents)  126 
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BROMYARD  RURAL  DISTRICT. 
WORKSHOPS. 

From  information  furnished  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  there 
has  been  made  a Register  of  the  Workshops  situated  within  the 
Bromyard  Urban  District. 

Attention  has  been  paid  during  the  year  to  the  lime- 
washing of  Blacksmiths’  Shops. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  Register  of  Workshops. 


Parish. 

Bootmaker. 

Blacksmith 

Builder 

Carpenter. 

Cooper 

| Dressmaker. 

Machinist. 

Tailor. 

Wheelwright 

j Total. 

Acton  Beauchamp  .. 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

3 

Avenbury  

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

4 

Collington  

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

Cowarne-Little  . . 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

2 

Cowarne-Much  . . 

0 

1 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

1 

2 

7 

Cradley  

2 

2 

2 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

9 

Edvin  Ralph 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Frome-Bishop 

1 

2 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

1 

7 

Grendon  Bishop  . . 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

3 

Hampton  Charles 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Linton  

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

4 

Norton  

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Ocle  Pychard  ..  .. 

1 

1 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4 

Pencombe  

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

3 

Stanford  Bishop  . . . . 

1 

1 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4 

Stoke  Lacy 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

2 

4 

Tedstone  Delamere  .. 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

Thornbury  

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Ullingswick 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

2 

Upper  Sapey  ..  .. 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

3 

Whitbourne  ..  .. 

2 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

5 

Wolferlow  

° 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

Total  - - - 

8 

24 

4 

13 

l 

1 

1 

4 

17 

73 

Number  of  Inspections  of  Workshops 25 

,,  , „ Homeworkers  Premises..  o 

Defects  Found o 
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BROMYARD  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Census  Returns. 


Sub-districts  and 

Area 

Inhabited 

Houses. 

Population. 

Persons  per 
house. 

Parishes. 

in 

Acres. 

1891 

1901 

1891 

1901 

1891 

1901 

BROMYARD  

18432 

398 

408 

1859 

1911 

4.7 

4.7 

Bredenbury  

852 

19 

21 

110 

119 

5.7 

5.7 

Felton  

1151 

16 

14 

85 

69 

5.3 

4.9 

Grendon  Bishop 

1098 

29 

27 

137 

128 

4.7 

4.7 

Little  Cowarne 

693 

35 

36 

160 

151 

4.6 

4.2 

Moreton  Jeffries 

708 

9 

9 

43 

40 

4.8 

4.4 

Peneombe  

4764 

62 

58 

290 

300 

4.7 

5.2 

Stove  Lacy  

2584 

73 

76 

321 

340 

4.4 

4.5 

Uliingswick  

1665 

58 

60 

273 

281 

4.7 

4.7 

Wacton  

1217 

23 

23 

110 

111 

5.2 

4.8 

Winslow  

3100 

76 

84 

330 

372 

4.3 

4.4 

BISHOPS  FROME 

21945 

786 

761 

3460 

3461 

4.4 

4.5 

Acton  Beauchamp  .... 

1544 

42 

44 

216 

218 

5 . 1 

5 .0 

Avenbury  

2912 

71 

68 

306 

334 

4.3 

4.9 

Bishops  Frome 

3983 

173 

161 

718 

707 

4.2 

4.4 

Cradley  

5782 

278 

278 

1189 

1194 

4.3 

4.3 

Evesbatch  

975 

12 

10 

54 

53 

4.5 

6.3 

Much  Cowarne 

3330 

111 

96 

495 

487 

4.5 

5.1 

Ocle  Pychard  

1905 

54 

66 

289 

295 

5.4 

4 . 5 

Stanford  Bishop 

1514 

45 

38 

193 

173 

4.3 

4.6 

BROCKITAMPTON  . . . 

20668 

644 

621 

2894 

2S72 

4.5 

4.6 

Brockbampton 

1596 

18 

26 

72 

108 

4.0 

4.2 

Collington  

1000 

25 

24 

121 

114 

4.8 

4.8 

Edvin  Loach  

533 

7 

7 

48 

37 

6.9 

5.3 

Edvin  Ralph  

1228 

20 

20 

100 

110 

5.0 

5.5 

Hampton  Charles  

481 

17 

10 

81 

79 

4.8 

4.9 

Linton*  

2331 

92 

89 

432 

470 

4.7 

5.3 

Norton  

1734 

102 

98 

492 

420 

4.8 

4.3 

Saltmarsh  

129 

1 

1 

17 

3 

17.0 

3.0 

Tedstone  Delamere .... 

1092 

41 

39 

203 

ISO 

5.0 

4.0 

Tedstone  Wafer 

087 

18 

18 

83 

79 

4.6 

4.4 

Thornbury  

2399 

43 

44 

193 

210 

4 . 5 

4.S 

Upper  Sapey  

2171 

00 

02 

260 

2S0 

4.0 

4.6 

Wbitbourne 

3104 

172 

150 

668 

665 

4.1 

4.3 

Wolferlow  

1583 

22 

21 

118 

105 

5.4 

5.0 

RURAL  DISTRICT  . . . 

01045 

1828 

1790 

8213 

8244 

4.5 

4.6 

* The  population  of  the  Workhouse,  57  in  1891  anil  88  in  1901,  is  included 
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Area  in  acres  (exclusive  of  water) 

1891. 

1901. 

• • 68,749 

1909. 

• • 68,749 

Population  (census) 

7AI2 

6,742 

— 

Population  (Midsummer)  . . 

— 

• • 6,738 

. . 6,448 

Inhabited  houses  (census) 

1,606 

••  i,555 

— 

Persons  per  house  

4.4 

4-3 

— 

Rateable  value  25th  March  . . 

£73,732 

..  £68,858 

••  £74,183 

A penny  rate  produces  . . 

— 

— 

• • £258 

Number  of  Parishes 

— 

26 

26 

Birth-rate  per  1,000  population 

26.8 

24.9 

20.7 

Death-rate  all  causes  per  1,000. . 

21.5 

15. 1 

14.4 

,,  corrected  for  sex  and  age . . 

18.6 

I3- 1 

12.5 

PHYSICAL,  FEATURES  AND  GENERAL  CHARACTER. 

The  Rural  District  of  Dore  is  situated  in  the  south-western  corner  of 
the  county,  and  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  Hay  and  Weobley  Rural 
Districts,  on  the  east  by  the  Hereford  and  Ross  Rural  Districts,  on  the  South 
by  Monmouthsire,  and  on  the  west  by  Monmouthsire.  The  Black 
Mountains  form  the  boundary  of  the  district  on  the  western  side,  and  rise 
to  a height  of  2,306ft.  There  is  a range  of  hills  on  the  eastern  side  running 
from  north  to  south-east.  Orcop  Hill  in  the  west  is  958ft.  high,  Pontiilas, 
at  the  foot  of  Orcop  hill  is  250ft.,  and  Madley,  in  the  north-east,  is  254ft., 
above  sea-level. 

The  district  is  well  watered,  streams  from  the  surrounding  hills  emptying 
into  the  rivers  Monnow  and  Dore.  The  Monnow,  which  rises  in  the  north- 
west, flows  due  south  to  the  boundary  of  the  Dore  district,  and  then  in  a 
north-easterly  direction,  forming  the  southern  boundary.  The  river  Dore 
flows  along  the  Golden  Valley,  through  the  centre  of  the  district  from  north 
to  south. 

Geologically  the  district  is  Old  Red  Sandstone.  Ganvay  Hill  and 
Stockley  Hill  are  of  Cornstone  formation. 

In  a large  proportion  of  the  district  there  is  a sandy  subsoil,  though  in  a 
few  parishes,  noticeably  in  Kenderchurch,  St.  Devereux,  Vowchurch,  and 
Walterstone,  there  is  a subsoil  of  marl  and  clay. 

There  are  within  the  Dore  Rural  District  26  parishes,  all  of  which  are 
in  the  county  of  Hereford,  in  the  Dore  Poor-law  Union,  and  in  the  Hereford 
Registration  District,  but  the  Poor-law  Union  and  Registration  District 
include  the  parishes  of  Grosmont  and  T.langua  in  the  Abergavenny  Rural 
District  of  the  County  of  Monmouth,  and  are  not  co-terminous  with  the  Dore 
Rural  District.  The  population  in  the  26  parishes  of  the  Dore  Rural  District 
at  the  census  of  1901  varied  from  40  in  Turnastone  to  685  in  Madley.  In 
five  parishes  there  were  less  than  100  inhabitants  (see  p.  66).  There  are 
collections  of  houses  into  villages  at  Peterchurch,  Ewyas  Harold,  Kentchurch 
(Pontrilas),  Longtown,  Kingstone,  and  Madley  ; elsewhere  the  houses  are 
more  or  less  scattered. 

There  are  41  miles  of  county  main  roads  and  188  miles  of  district  roads 
in  the  Dore  Rural  District. 

INDUSTRIES. 

The  industries  are  almost  exclusively  agricultural.  Plops  are  culti- 
vated on  the  eastern  border,  and  apples  are  extensively  grown  throughout 
the  district.  There  is  also  breeding  of  Herefordshire  CatUe.  At  Pontrilas, 
in  the  parish  of  Kentchurch,  there  are  small  chemical  works,  and  there  are 
quarries  in  the  parishes  of  Peterchurch,  Kentchurch,  Orcop,  Tyberton, 
Abbeydore,  Bacton,  Rowlstone,  Llancillo,  Longtown,  Llanveynoe,  Crasswall, 
and  Newton.  There  are  brickworks  in  Kentchurch  and  in  St.  Devereux. 

In  the  parish  of  Vowchurch  there  is  a large  steam  flour  mill,  and  there 
are  corn  mills  in  the  parishes  of  Abbeydore,  Crasswall,  Kilpeck,  Kingstone, 
Longtown,  Madley,  Michaelchurch,  Peterchurch,  Rowlstone,  Vowchurch, 
and  Wormbridge. 
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RECENT  ALTERATIONS  IN  AREA. 

Details  of  recent  alterations  in  the  area  of  the  Dore  Rural 
District  will  be  found  on  p.  62  of  my  Report  for  1904. 

POPULATION. 

The  population  of  the  Dore  Rural  District  as  at  present 
constituted  was  in  1891 — 7,112,  but  in  estimating  the  population 
for  the  succeeeding  years  it  has  been  necessary  to  take  into  account 
the  alteration  in  area  referred  to  above.  The  population  at  the 
1901  census  was  6,742.  Although  in  the  whole  district  there  was 
a decrease  in  the  ten  years  of  370  persons,  there  was  an  aggregate 
increase  in  ten  of  the  26  parishes  of  186  persons  (see  p.  66).  The 
estimated  population  at  the  middle  of  1909,  and  upon  which  the 
figures  in  this  report  are  based,  is  6,448- 

BIRTHS. 

No.  134.  Rate  per  1,000,  20.7. 

There  were  134  births  registered  in  the  Dore  Rural  District 
during  1909,  of  which  75  were  boys  and  59  girls,  equal  to  a birth- 
rate per  1,000  of  20.7.  This  rate  is  1.5  per  1,000  below  that 
recorded  in  1908,  and  4.4  per  1,000  below  the  average  rate  of  the 
previous  ten  years.  The  birth-rate  in  Rural  England  during  1909 
was  25.6  per  1,000.  A reference  to  p.  4 will  show  that  the  birth- 
rate in  the  Dore  Rural  District  is  lower  than  that  prevailing  in 
England  and  Wales  when  correctly  calculated. 

In  the  registration  sub-districts  the  birth-rates  were  : — 


Average  of 
10  years, 

1909.  1899-1908. 

Madley 18.6  ..  24.2 

Clodock 19-4  ••  24.5 

Kentchurch 23.9  . . 26.3 


ILLEGITIMATE  BIRTHS. 

During  1909  there  were  registered  in  the  Dore  Rural  District 
12  illegitimate  births,  equal  to  8.9  per  cent,  of  the  total  births,  or 
to  1.8  per  1,000  of  the  population  living.  In  the  Madley  sub- 
district 9.5  per  cent,  of  the  births  were  illegitimate,  in  Clodock 
5.4  per  cent.,  and  in  Kentchurch  10.9  per  cent.  At  the  census  of 
1901  there  were  in  the  Dore  Rural  District  767  unmarried  women 
and  widows  between  the  ages  of  15  and  45  years.  The  proportion 
ol  illegitimate  births  per  1,000  of  these  women  was  thus  15.6  com- 
pared with  11.5  per  1,000  in  the  six  Combined  Rural  Districts 
in  1909. 
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DEATHS. 

No.  93.  Rate  per  1,000,  14.4 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  ill  the  Dore  Rural  District 
during  1909  was  89,  of  which  50  were  males  and  39  females.  One 
resident  of  the  Dore  Rural  District  died  during  the  year  in  the 
Herefordshire  General  Hospital  and  four  in  the  Comity  Asylum, 
and  a non-resident  died  in  the  Dore  Workhouse. 


After  making,  therefore,  these  necessary  adjustments,  the 
number  of  deaths  among  residents  in  the  Dore  Rural  District  was 
93  (51  males  and  42  females),  equal  to  a death-rate  of  14.4  per 
1,000.  This  rate  is  0.7  per  1,000  below  that  recorded  in  1908,  and 
is  1.8  per  1,000  below  the  average  death-rate  of  the  previous  10 
years.  (See  table  1,  p.  59) 

No  deaths  occurred  during  1909  in  the  parishes  of  Turnastone, 
Thruxton,  Treville,  Wormbridge,  and  Rowlstone,  with  a total 
population  of  457  persons. 

In  the  registration  sub-districts  the  death-rates  were 


Average  of 

10  years, 

1909. 

1899-1908. 

Madley 

16.5 

Clodock  

. ..  15.2 

16.8 

Kentchurch 

• ••  13-4 

15.2 

Dore  Rural  District 

. ..  14.4 

16.2 

I do  not  think  any  good  purpose  would  be  served  by  recording 
the  death-rate  of  each  parish  during  a single  year,  the  figures 
covering  so  short  a period  and  for  small  populations  would  only 
be  misleading. 

In  the  six  parishes,  each  of  which  has  a population  of  more 
than  400  persons,  the  death-rates  per  1,000  were  as  follows 

1901  1902  1903  1904  1905  1906  1907  1908  1909 

Abbeydore  ....  10.9  6.6  11.1  6.6  1,0.0  2.2  18. 1 18.2  6.8 

Ewyas  Harold . . 8.3  23.4  12.7  17. 1 11.3  26.0  8.8  11.1  13.2 

Longtown  ....  21.5  27.0  18. 1 27.8  24.3  30.1  20.9  15.3  25.1 


Madley  16.5  19. 1 18. 1 12.2  17.0  12.5  26.7  12.7  17.6 

Orcop  19.5  6.5  21.3  21.8  26.3  19.7  19.8  11. o 19.9 


Peterchurch  ..  8.4  22.0  16.6  19.3  15.9  8.8  16.0  10.8  14.5 

The  crude  death-rate  in  Rural  England  during  1909  was  13.6 
per  1,000. 


\ 
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Table  A. 


The  following  Table  gives  the  ages  at  death  during  1909  in 
various  groups  for  the  Dore  Rural  District,  the  registration  sub- 
districts, and  the  six  largest  parishes. 


All 

Ages 

P.  u 

rZ  0 
£2 

1 to  5 

5 to  15 

j 15  to  25 

25  to  15 

45  to  65 

D* 

Q 

£ 

O 

75  to  S5 

Over 

85. 

Dore  

93 

8 

4 

I 

3 

9 

14 

21 

27 

6 

Sub-Districts  : 

Madley  

33 

1 

1 

O 

I 

4 

4 

9 

IO 

3 

Clodock  

29 

2 

2 

O 

I 

3 

5 

8 

10 

O 

Kentchurch  . . . 

3i 

5 

1 

I 

I 

4 

5 

4 

7 

3 

Parishes  : 

Abbey  dore 

3 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

Ewyas  Harold . . 

6 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

1 

1 

T 

Longtown 

13 

1 

1 

0 

I 

1 

4 

4 

1 

0 

Madley  

3 

! 1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

Orcop  

9 

I 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

1 

3 

2 

Petercliurcli  . . . 

11 

0 

1 

0 

I 

2 

1 

2 

3 

1 

Corrected  Deatii-Rate.— The  death-rate  among  females  is  lower  than 
it  is  among  males,  and  it  is  also  lower  at  ages  between  5 years  and  55  years 
than  it  is  below  or  above  this  period,  and  as  the  proportion  of  females  to 
males  and  of  persons  living  at  different  age-periods  varies  in  different  localities, 
it  is  obviously  necessary  to  make  certain  corrections  if  we  are  to  compare 
with  accuracy  the  death-rates  in  two  or  more  districts.  In  order  to  make 
a true  comparison  with  the  rest  of  the  country,  I have  worked  out  the  factor 
of  correction  for  the  Dore  Rural  District,  and  the  death-rate  in  1909  thus 
corrected  was  12.5  per  1,000,  compared  with  a death-rate  of  13.6  per 
1,000  in  Rural  England  and  Wales.  The  corrected  average  death-rate  in  the 
previous  ten  years  in  Dore  Rural  District  was  14.0  per  1,000. 

UNCERTIFIED  DEATHS. 

5.6  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths. 

Of  the  89  deaths  registered  in  the  Dore  Rural  District  in 
1909  there  were  82  certified  by  registered  medical  practitioners, 
two  by  the  Coroner,  and  five  were  uncertified.  Given  as  per- 
centages of  the  total  deaths,  92.1  per  cent,  were  certified  by  medical 
practitioners,  2.3  per  cent,  by  the  Coroner,  and  5.6  per  cent,  were 
uncertified.  The  causes  of  death  entered  by  the  Registrars  in  the 
case  of  the  uncertified  deaths  were  senile  decay,  chronic  asthma, 
and  heart  disease  (2). 

There  were  no  uncertified  deaths  in  the  Madley  Registration 
Sub-district. 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY.  Average  of 

10  years, 
1909.  1899-1908. 

Dore  Rural  District  59  . . 70 

Rural  England  98  . . — 


The  amount  of  child  mortality  is  measured  by  stating  the 
number  of  children  who  have  died  under  one  year  old  within  a 
certain  period  in  proportion  to  1,000  births  during  the  same 
period.  In  the  Dore  Rural  District  during  1909  there  were  born 
134  children,  and  8 children  died  under  12  months  old.  The 
infantile  mortality  rate  was  thus  equal  to  59  per  1,000  births. 
This  rate  was  below  the  average  (70)  for  the  previous  ten  years. 
In  the  Registration  Sub-districts  the  infantile  mortality  rate  was 


Average  of 

10  years, 

1909. 

1899-1908. 

Madley 

23 

87 

Clodock 

54 

83 

Kentchurch 

88 

64 

The  8 children  who  died  under  12  months  old  in  the  Dore 
Rural  District  during  1909  were  certified  as  having  died  from  the 
following  causes : — Premature  birth,  marasmus  (4),  whooping 
cough  (2),  and  pneumonia. 

Illegitimate  Deaths. — There  was  one  death  among  illegi- 
timate children  under  12  months  old  in  the  Dore  Rural  District 
in  1909. 

ZYMOTIC  (INFECTIOUS)  DISEASES.  Average  of 


10  years, 

1909.  1899-1908. 

Death-rate  per  1,000  0.62  ..  0.52 

Death-rate  Rural  England  ..  ..  0.80  ..  — 


The  seven  diseases  named  below  are  those  which  are  included 
in  the  expression  “ principal  zymotic  diseaess.” 


No.  of  cases.  No.  of  deaths. 

Small-pox  o . . o 

Measles  * . . 1 

Scarlet  fever  18  . . o 

Whooping  cough  ....  * . . 3 

Diphtheria  1 . . o 

Typhoid  fever  o . . o 

Diarrhoea  * . . o 

* Not  notifiable. 


Scarlet  Fever. — The  18  cases  of  scarlet  fever  occurred  in 
six  different  parishes.  At  the  end  of  October  there  were  nine  cases 
in  six  houses  in  the  parish  of  Wormbridge. 
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Average  of 

Phthisis.  io  years, 

1909.  1899-1908. 

Death-rate'*per  1,000  0.77  ••  1.19 


The  5 deaths  from  consumption  occurred  among  residents 
in  the  following  two  parishes  : — Longtown  (2)  and  Madley  (3). 
Two  were  males  and  three  females  ; their  ages  were  22,  24,  28,  39, 
and  72  years. 

No  cases  were  notified  either  under  the  voluntary  scheme  or 
under  the  Public  Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regulations  (1908). 

Average  of 


Cancer.  io  years, 

1909.  1899-1908. 

Death-rate  per  1,000 0.62  . . 0.86 


The  four  deaths  from  cancer — one  male  and  three  females — 
occurred  among  residents  in  the  parishes  of  Peterchurch,  Madley 
(2)  and  Ewyas  Harold.  The  ages  at  death  were  from  51  to  76  years. 

Table  B. 


DORE  RURAL  DISTRICT. 
Actual  Number  of  Deaths. 


Name  of  Disease. 

1899 

O 

rH 

1901 

1902 

CO 

O 

rH 

a 

rH 

O 

O 

05 

rH 

O 

O 

rH 

0 

05 

rH 

1908 

Total 
1899  to 
1908 

8061 

Smallpox  

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Measles 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

1 

7 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

Whooping  Cough . . 

0 

1 

4 

0 

2 

4 

3 

0 

0 

1 

15 

3 

Diphtheria  and 
Membranous  Croup  . . 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

Typhoid  Fever 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

1 

1 

0 

4 

0 

Influenza  

5 

4 

6 

2 

0 

1 

2 

7 

6 

3 

36 

0 

Diarrhoea  

2 

1 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5 

0 

Puerperal  Fever  . . 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

Erysipelas 

0 

1 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

5 

0 

Phthisis  

9 

G 

15 

9 

5 

8 

9 

7 

3 

80 

5 

Cancer 

5 

2 

4 

4 

11 

9 

9 

3 

5 

6 

58 

4 

Bronchitis,  Pneumonia, 
Pleurisy,  &c 

10 

8 

12 

16 

11 

26 

20 

12 

12 

12 

139 

21 

Ileart  Diseases  . . 

3 

7 

13 

15 

19 

22 

18 

17 

12 

17 

143 

14 

Accidents  

3 

1 

3 

3 

2 

2 

2 

2 

3 

0 

21 

1 
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HOUSE  ACCOMMODATION. 

There  is  no  crowding  of  houses  on  area  and  comparatively 
little  crowding  of  persons  in  houses.  In  1901  there  was  an  average 
of  4.3  persons  per  house.  The  absence  of  rainwater  gutters  and 
of  paving  at  the  rear  of  cottages  are  the  most  noticeable  defects 
to  be  found.  For  this  reason  many  houses  which  in  other  respects 
are  excellent  are  rendered  damp  and  unhealthy.  No  houses  were 
reported  by  me  in  1909  as  uninhabitable.  There  are  no  by-laws 
in  force  with  respect  to  new  buildings. 

SEWERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE. 

There  is  combined  drainage  for  a few  houses  in  the  parishes  of 
Ewyas  Harold,  Madley,  and  Peterchurch.  Elsewhere  slop- 
water  drains  frequently  discharge  into  roadside  ditches  or  from 
farm  houses  on  to  land  or  into  foldyards.  Large  residential  houses 
have  water-closets,  and  the  drainage  is  usually  discharged 
on  to  land,  with  or  without  the  intervention  of  a cesspool,  or  in 
some  cases  directly  into  a watercourse.  The  drainage  from  the 
Workhouse,  where  there  are  six  water-closets,  discharges  into  a 
ditch,  and  thence  into  a brook. 

Privy  closets  are  commonly  found  in  connection  with  farm 
houses  or  cottages,  though  there  are  a fair  number  of  earth  closets 
and  pail  closets.  A few  years  ago  the  Dore  Council  issued  a 
printed  memorandum  with  diagrams  describing  a ready  and  cheap 
method  of  converting  privy  closets  into  pail  or  earth  closets. 

HOUvSE  REFUvSE. 

The  Council  does  not  undertake  the  removal  of  house  refuse. 
WATER  SUPPLY. 

1 have  not  been  able  to  find  a definite  resolution  of  the 
Sanitary  Authority  relating  to  a “ reasonable  distance  ” within 
which  water  should  be  supplied  to  houses,  but  there  appears  to 
be  a tradition  that  it  should  be  500  yards  in  the  case  of  old  and 
200  yards  in  the  case  of  new  houses. 

For  the  most  part  water  is  obtained  from  wells,  dip-wells  or 
springs,  many  of  the  last  being  by  the  roadside  and  open  to 
pollution. 

On  p.  51  of  the  report  for  1906  will  be  found  particulars  of 
combined  supplies  in  several  parishes,  and  on  p.  53  ( et  seq.)  of  the 
report  for  1907  is  a report  on  the  water  supply  of  Longtown.  No 
action  was  taken  with  respect  to  the  supply. 

DAIRIES  AND  COWSHEDS. 

There  are  five  dairies  and  cowsheds  on  the  register.  All  of 
them  are  situated  in  Mr.  Lewis’s  district.  No  milk  is  sold  outside 
the  district.  Regulations  under  the  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  Orders 

are  in  force. 
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SLAUGHTER-HOUSES. 

There  are  four  slaughter-houses  in  the  district.  That  at 
Hadley  is  well  constructed  and  well  kept,  and  there  is  a good  water 
supply.  The  Ewyas  Harold  buildings  are  of  wood  with  brick 
floors.  Both  these  are  isolated  buildings.  The  Longtown 
slaughter-house  adjoins  a public-house.  It  is  of  brick,  has  a 
fairly  good  floor  and  is  kept  tolerably  clean.  There  is  no  water 
supply  near  to  the  premises.  No  meat  was  found  during  1909 
to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption. 

COMMON  LODGING-HOUSES. 

There  are  no  common  lodging-houses  in  the  Dore  district, 
and  I cannot  ascertain  that  any  by-laws  have  been  made  with 
respect  to  this  class  of  house. 

BAKEHOUSES. 

There  are  public  bakehouses  in  the  parishes  of  Longtown, 
Vowehurch,  Abbeydore,  Peterchureh,  Madley,  and  Ewyas  Harold. 
They  are  kept  in  a fairly  good  condition. 

SCHOOLS. 

The  Managers  of  the  Abbeydore  and  Kingstone  schools  would 
be  well  advised  to  do  away  with  the  privy  closets  at  these  two 
schools.  There  is  no  proper  water  supply  at  Orcop  Schools. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  methods  adopted  in  dealing  with  infectious  disease  are 
described  on  pages  9 and  10  of  the  Report  for  1907. 

In  the  year  1898  a corrugated  iron  hospital  was  erected  by 
the  District  Council,  at  a cost  of  £255,  on  land  adjoining  the 
Workhouse  at  Abbeydore.  There  is  accommodation  for  four 
patients  in  two  wards.  Its  proximity  to  the  Workhouse,  where 
there  are  approaching  100  occupants,  renders  it  impossible  to 
use  the  hospital  for  the  district  generally.  Especially  is  this  the 
case  as  regards  small-pox.  It  has  not  been  occupied  since  it  was 
erected,  the  district  may,  therefore,  be  said  to  be  without  proper 
islation  accommodation. 

PERMISSIVE  POWERS. 

the  Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act,  1890,  and  the 
Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890,  have  not  been  adopted 
by  the  District  Council,  nor  does  the  Council  possess  any  of  the 
urban  powers  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875. 

i he  Council  have  not  made  any  by-laws  with  respect  to 
common  lodging-houses,  private  scavenging,  houses  let  in  lodgings, 
tents  and  vans,  mortuaries  and  cemeteries. 


DORE  RURAL  DISTRICT. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTORS. 

There  are  two  Inspectors  of  Nuisances  in  the  Dore  district, 
each  of  whom  acts  as  Surveyor. 

Mr.  P.  Gwillim  was  appointed  about  the  year  1875,  and  is 
re-elected  yearly.  He  receives  a salary  of  £20  per  annum  as 
Inspector  of  Nuisances.  He  pays  his  own  travelling  expenses 
(including  the  keep  of  a horse)  and  other  incidental  expenses, 
except  stamps  and  stationery.  His  district  includes  the  Clodock 
Registration  Siib-district,  and  has  an  area  of  28,443  acres,  and  a 
population  of  about  2,000. 

Mr.  J.  Lewis  was  appointed  in  the  year  1889,  and  acts  for 
a district  which  includes  the  Registration  Sub-districts  of  Madley 
and  of  Kentchurch,  excluding  the  parishes  of  Grosmont  and 
Llangua,  in  the  Abergavenny  Rural  District.  He  receives  a salary 
of  £40  per  annum,  and  pays  his  own  travelling  expenses  (including 
the  keep  of  a horse)  and  incidental  expenses,  except  stamps  and 
stationery. 

There  was  correspondence  during  1901  between  the  Local 
Government  Board  and  the  Council  with  regard  to  the  office  of 
Inspector  of  Nuisances.  The  Board  are  desirous  of  one  officer 
being  appointed  who  should  be  entirely  employed  as  Inspector 
of  Nuisances,  and  as  the  Council  was  not  disposed  to  acquiesce 
in  this  arrangement,  the  Board  have  not  sanctioned  the  re-appoint- 
ment of  Messrs.  Gwillim  and  Lewis,  with  the  result  that  the 
Council  does  not  obtain  a moiety  of  the  Inspectors’  salaries  from 
the  County  Council. 

REPORT  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 


(Mr.  Gwillim.) 

Houses  disinfected  I 

New  houses  1 

Roofs  repaired  2 

New  privies  2 

Wells  cleansed  and  repaired  2 

Water  brought  to  house  by  gravitation 1 

I have  visited  most  of  the  houses  in  my  district. 

March  28th,  1910.  PHILIP  GWILLIM. 


REPORT  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 


(Mr.  Lewis.) 
infectious  diseases. 

Cases  inquired  into  14 

Patients  removed  to  hospital  o 

Houses  disinfected  and  cleansed  10 

Lots  of  bedding,  clothing,  &c.,  disinfected 10 

Cases  of  illegal  exposure  o 

Schools  disinfected  o 
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HOUSES. 

Erected  6 

Made  fit  for  habitation * 3 

Closed  as  unfit  for  habitation  o 

Cleansed  and  whitewashed 3 

Overcrowding  abated  o 

Workshops  whitewashed  i 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Wells  sunk  i 

Wells  cleansed  and  repaired 4 

Wells  closed  o 

Samples  of  water  sent  for  analysis  6 

house  drains. 

Laid  or  relaid 3 

Cleansed,  trapped,  and  ventilated  2 

Defective  waste-pipes  rectified  o 

Insanitary  lavatories,  sinks  and  urinals  rectified  . . 4 

Dumb  wells  rectified  0 

water  closets. 

Additional  provided  0 

Repaired,  ventilated,  or  provided  with  cisterns  . . o 
PRIVIES  AND  ASHPITS. 

New  privies  provided  3 

Converted  to  earth  closets 0 

Converted  into  pail  closets o 

Repaired 3 

SCAVENGING. 

Privies  and  ashpits  cleansed 0 

Removals  of  offensive  refuse 2 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

On  register  4 

Cleansed  and  repaired  4 

DAIRIES  AND  COW  SHEDS. 

On  register  and  inspected  5 

Contraventions  of  D.C.  and  M.  Order o 

UNSOUND  FOOD. 

Seizures  0 

CLERICAL  WORK. 

Letters  written  45 

Notices  served  1 

Notices  complied  with 1 

Notices  outstanding  o 

JOHN  LEWIS, 

Ewyas  Harold,  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 

March  28th,  1910. 
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Table  I.  (Local  Government  Board.) 
DORE  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  During  1909  and 

Previous  Years. 
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Averages 
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12 

70 
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16.2 

1899-1908 

1909 

6448 

134 

20.7 
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89 

13*7 

6 

1 

5 

93 

14*4 

* Rates  in  Columns  4,  8,  and  13  calculated  per  1,000  of  estimated  population. 

Note. — The  deaths  included  in  Column  7 of  this  table  are  the  whole  of  those  registered 
during  the  year  as  having  actually  occurred  within  the  district.  The  deaths  included 
in  Column  12  are  the  number  in  Column  7,  corrected  by  the  subtraction  of  the  number 
in  Column  10  and  the  addition  of  the  number  in  Column  11. 

By  the  term  “ Non-residents  ” is  meant,  persons  brought  into  the  district  on  account 
of  sicknass  or  infirmity,  and  dying  in  public  institutions  there  ; and  by  the  term 
“ Residents  ” is  meant  persons  who  have  been  taken  out  of  the  district  on  account  of 
sickness  or  infirmity,  and  have  died  in  public  institutions  elsewhere. 

t The  “Public  Institutions”  taken  into  account  for  the  purposes  of  these  Tables  are  the 
Workhouse  within  the  district  (Columns  9 and  10),  and  the  County  Asylum  and 
vHereford  Hospital  beyond  the  district  (Column  11). 

The  Union  Workhouse  is  within  the  District. 


Area  of  District  in  Acres 
(exclusive  of  area 
covered  by  water). 


Total  population  at  all  ages 6,742  ) 

I as 

► 68,719  Number  of  inhabited  houses 1,655 


Average  number  of  persons  per  house..  4'3 
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Table  II.  (Local  Government  Board.) 
DORE  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


Vital  Statistics  of  Registration  Sub-Districts  in  1909 

AND  PREVIOUS  YEARS. 


Corrected  for  Residents  and  Non-residents. 
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2434 

59 

44 

4 

1996 

48 

29 
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2400 

65 

33 
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1900 

2416 

57 

43 

12 

1987 

45 

35 
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2390 

55 

46 
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1901 

2398 

50 
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2 

1978 

44 
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35 
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1902 

2380 

70 

46 

9 

1970 

48 

26 
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31 
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0 

1960 

44 

31 
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2360 

84 

31 

7 

1904 

2344 

55 

49 

4 

1950 

45 

35 
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2350 

74 

35 

6 

1905 

2328 

55 

42 

3 

1940 

48 

28 

2 

2340 

62 

40 

3 

190G 

2312 

71 

27 

2 

1930 

56 

38 
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2330 

50 

35 

4 

1907 

2280 

55 

40 

6 

1920 

56 

3G 

4 

2320 

44 

39 

5 

1908 

2204 

45 

37 

4 

1910 

48 

30 

4 

2310 

51 

31 

0 

Averages  for 
1809  to\  908 
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1909 
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42 
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33 

*14  6 
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+ 23 

1900 

37 

*19-4 

29 

*15-2 

2 

154 

2300 

55 

*239 

31 

*13-4 

5 

188 

Notes. — 

(1)  The  separate  localities  adopted  for  this  Table  are  the  registration  sub- 

districts. 

(2)  Deaths  of  residents  occurring  in  public  institutions  beyond  the  district  are 

included  in  sub-columns  c of  this  Table,  nnd  those  of  non-residents 
registered  in  public  institutions  in  the  district  excluded. 

(3)  Deaths  of  residents  occurring  in  public  institutions,  whether  within  or  without 

the  district,  are  allotted  to  the  respective  localities  according  to  the  ad- 
dresses of  the  deceased. 

(4)  The  gross  totals  of  the  several  columns  in  this  Table  respectively  equal  the 

corresponding  totals  for  the  whole  districts  in  Table?  I.  and  IV.  : thus, 
the  totals  of  sub-columns  a,  b and  c agree  with  the  figures  for  the  year  in 
the  columns  2,  3 and  12  respectively  of  Table  I.  ; the  gross  total  of  the 
sub-column  e agrees  with  the  total  of  column  2 in  Table  IV.,  and  the 
gross  total  of  sub-column  d with  the  total  of  column  3 in  Table  IV. 

* Rate  per  1000  persons  living, 
t Kate  per  1000  births,  or  infantile  mortality  rate. 


Table  III.  (Local  Govermf.nt  Board.) 

DORE  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  Notified  during  the  year  1909. 
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The  localities  adopted  for  this  Table  are  the  same  as  those  in  Tables  II.  and  IV. 

H. — The  Iron  Isolation  Hospital  is  situated  in  the  Kentchurch  Registration  Sub-district. 
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TABLE  V.  (Local  Government  Board.) 

DORE  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Infantile  Mortality  during  Year  1909. 

Corrected  for  Residents  and  Non-Residents. 

Deaths  from  stated  Causes  in  Weeks  and  Months  under 

One  Year  of  Age. 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 


All  Causes. 
Certified 
Uncertified 


it 


Small-pox 

Chicken-pox  

Measles  

Scarlet  Fever  

Diphtheria  : Croup  . . 
Whooping  Cough 
Diarrhoea,  all  forms  . . 
Enteritis  (not  Tuberculous) 
Gastritis,  Gastro -intestinal 

Catarrh  

Premature  Birth 
Congenital  Defects  . . 

Injury  at  Birth 

Want  of  Breast-milk . . 
Atrophy,  Debility, 

Marasmus  . . 
Tuberculous  Meningitis  . 
Tuberculous  Peritonitis  : 

Tabes  Mesenterica 
Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

Erysipelas  

Syphilis  

Rickets  

Meningitis  (not  Tuberculous 

Convulsions  

Bronchitis 

Laryngitis 

Pneumonia  

Suffocation,  overlaying  . . 

Influenza 

Vomitinar  


it 


I ■■ 


c 
3 

00 

l 

co 


Rural  District  of  Dore  : — Population  (estimated  to  middle  of  1909),  G448. 

D.  (Legitimate,  122 

Births  in  1909 

( Illegitimate,  12 

Deaths  of  infants  in  1909  j LeSltimato,  7 

( Illegitimate,  1 

Deaths  from  all  causes  at  all  agos  (corrected  for  Residents  and  Non-residents)  93 


| under  One  Y ear 
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DORE  RURAE  DISTRICT. 

WORKSHOPS. 

From  information  furnished  by  the  .Sanitary  Inspectors  a 
Register  has  been  made  of  the  Workshops  situated  within  the  Dore 
Rural  District. 

Attention  has  been  paid  during  1909  to  the  limewashing  of 
Blacksmiths’  shops. 


The  following  is  a summary  of  the  Register  of  Workshops. 


Parish. 

Blacksmith  I 

1 

Builder 

i 

1 

Corn  mi  11 

[ Dressmaker 

j 

HarnessmakerS 

1 

Engineering  * 

I 

j Shoemaker 

H 

Wheelwright  | 

Total 

Abbeydore 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

4 

Bacton 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Craswall 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Ewyas  Harold 

1 

1 

0 

2 

1 

0 

1 

1 

1 

8 

Kenderchurch 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Kentchurch 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

4 

Kilpeck 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

u 

0 

3 

Kingstone 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

4 

I.lanveynoe 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

Longtown 

2 

0 

2 

1 

1 

0 

2 

1 

2 

11 

Mad  ley  

3 

0 

2 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

2 

9 

Michaelckurck 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

2 

Newton 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Orcop 

1 

1 

0 

2 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

6 

l’eterchurch 

2 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

1 

1 

1 

7 

Rowlstone 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

St.  Devereux 

0 

0 

0 

0 

u 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

St  Margaret 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Tiberton 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Vowchurch 

1 

0 

2 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

6 

Walterstone 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

3 

Wormbridge 

1 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

5 

Total  - - - 

20 

3 

14 

7 

2 

1 

11 

7 

14 

79 

Number  of  Inspections  of  Workshops 8 

Defects  found  (want  of  cleanliness) o 

,,  remedied . . . . . . o 
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DORE  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Census  Returns. 


Sub-districts  and 
Parishes. 

Area  in 
Acres. 

Inhabited 

Houses. 

Population. 

Persons 
per  house. 

1891 

1901 

1891 

1901 

1891 

1 1901 

MADLEY  

19966 

587 

566 

2564 

2381 

4.3 

I 4.2 

Kingstone 

2026 

93 

90 

369 

347 

3.9 

3.8 

Madley  

5358 

170 

161 

767 

685 

4.5 

4.2 

Peterchurch 

5164 

141 

136 

637 

590 

3.8 

4.3 

St.  Margaret 

2609 

61 

60 

237 

213 

3.8 

3.5 

Tliruxton 

428 

12 

13 

59 

67 

4.9 

5.1 

Tiberton 

1126 

28 

28 

12G 

151 

4.5 

5.3 

Turnastone 

539 

10 

10 

58 

48 

5.8 

5.8 

Vowchurch 

2716 

72 

68 

311 

280 

4.3 

4.1 

KENTCHURCH 

19648 

534 

512 

2474 

3382 

4.6 

4.6 

Abbeydore* 

5503 

78 

78 

480 

456 

6.1 

5.5 

Ewyas  Harold 

1853 

124 

113 

507 

476 

4.0 

4.2 

Kenderchurch 

846 

12 

12 

62 

69 

5.1 

5.7 

Kentchurch 

3353 

68 

64 

346 

319 

5.0 

5.0 

Kilpeck 

2169 

48 

47 

213 

197 

4.4 

4.1 

Orcop 

2465 

113 

109 

474 

461 

4.1 

4.2 

St.  Ueveroux  

1102 

43 

46 

164 

171 

3.8 

3.7 

Treville  

1625 

33 

28 

142 

150 

4.3 

4.3 

Wormbridge 

732 

15 

15 

86 

83 

5.7 

5.7 

CLODOCK  

28443 

485 

477 

2074 

1979 

4.2 

4.1 

Bacton 

1178 

24 

25 

117 

148 

4.8 

5.9 

Craswall 

5179 

60 

57 

272 

225 

4.5 

3.9 

Du  las 

869 

14 

13 

83 

79 

5.9 

6.0 

Llancillo 

1086 

12 

12 

60 

66 

5.0 

5 . 5 

I.lanveynoe 

4610 

43 

46 

191 

187 

4.4 

4.0 

I.ongtown  

6260 

154 

149 

610 

558 

3.9 

3.8 

Michaelchurch  Escley  .... 

4586 

73 

76 

283 

299 

3.8 

3.9 

Newton 

1754 

48 

43 

223 

174 

3.6 

2.5 

llowlstone 

1667 

27 

23 

136 

119 

5.0 

5.1 

Walters  tone 

1254 

30 

33 

99 

124 

3.3 

3.7 

RURAL  DISTRICT  . . 

68057 

1606 

1555 

7112 

6742 

4.4 

4.3 

The  population  of  (ho  Workhouse  99  in  1891  and  8G  in  1901  is  included. 
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HEREFORD  RURAL  DISTRICT, 


Area  in  acres  (exclusive  of  water) 

1891. 

1901. 

• • 65A47 

1909. 

• • 65,147 

Population  (census) 

13,853 

• • 13,271 

— 

Population  (Midsummer)  . . 

— 

• • 13,257 

. . 12,790 

Inhabited  houses  

2,892 

2,877 

— 

Persons  per  house  

4.8 

4.6 

— 

Rateable  value  25th  March  . .£126,890 

••£125,283 

• -£134,103 

A penny  rate  produces  . . 

— 

— ■ 

£430 

Number  of  parishes 

— 

39 

39 

Birth-rate  per  1,000  population 

— 

22.2 

20.6 

Death-rate  all  causes  per  1,000.  . 

21.6 

14-3 

13-5 

,,  corrected  for  sex  and  age . . 

19.2 

12.7 

12.0 

PHYSICAL  FEATURES  AND  GENERAL  CHARACTER. 

The  Rural  District  of  Hereford  is  situated  in  the  middle  of  the  county, 
and  completely  surrounds  the  city  of  Hereford.  It  is  bounded  on  the  north 
by  the  Leominster  Rural  District,  on  the  north-east  by  the  Bromyard  Rural 
District,  on  the  south  by  the  Ross  Rural  District,  and  on  the  west  by  the 
Dore  and  Weobley  Rural  Districts.  The  middle  of  the  district  is  low-lying. 
In  the  north  Dinmore  Hill  rises  to  a height  of  943ft.,  in  the  south  Orcop 
Hill  to  958ft.,  and  Aconbury  Hill  905ft.,  on  the  west  Credenhill  is  720ft. 
while  on  the  eastern  side  are  Dinedor  595ft.,  Backbury  738ft.,  and  Westhide 
422ft. 

The  district  is  well  watered.  The  river  Wye  flows  across  from  west  to 
east  in  a very  tortuous  bed,  and  the  rivers  Lugg  and  Frome  flow  from  north 
to  south  until  they  empty  into  the  Wye.  In  the  low-lying  portions,  following 
the  courses  of  the  rivers  is  alluvial  deposit. 

Geologically  the  district  is  Old  Red  Sandstone.  Credenhill,  Dinedor, 
Dinmore,  and  Callow  hills  are  of  Cornstone  formation. 

The  subsoil  is  gravelly  loam  in  those  parishes  through  which  the  rivers 
flow,  and  in  the  remainder  of  the  district  for  the  most  part  marl  or  clay. 

All  the  39  parishes  are  in  the  Herefordshire  Registration  District,  in 
the  county  of  Hereford,  and  in  the  Hereford  Poor-law  Union,  but  the  Rural 
District  is  not  co-terminous  with  the  Registration  District,  which  includes 
also  the  parishes  of  the  city  of  Hereford  and  the  parishes  of  the  Dore  Poor- 
law  Union,  or  with  the  Poor-law  Union,  which  includes  the  parishes  of  the 
city  of  Hereford. 

The  population  at  the  census  of  1901  in  the  39  parishes  within  the 
district  varied  from  27  in  Dinmore  to  1,303  in  Burghill,  but  if  the  378 
Asylum  residents  are  deducted,  the  Burghill  population  (925)  is  still  the 
largest  in  the  district.  There  are  collections  of  houses  into  villages  at  Bul- 
lingham,  Fownhope,  Holmer,  Little  Dewchurch,  Lugwardine,  Harden, 
Mordiford,  Wellington,  and  Withington. 

There  are  70  miles  of  county  main  roads  and  210  miles  of  district  roads 
in  the  Hereford  Rural  District. 

INDUSTRIES. 

The  industries  are  almost  entirely  of  an  agricultural  nature,  hops  and 
fruit  are  largely  grown,  and  there  is  extensive  breeding  of  Herefordshire 
cattle.  A large  encaustic  tile  works  is  situated  in  Withington  parish,  and 
there  are  chemical  works  in  Credenhill  parish  The  wooden  soles  of  Yorkshire 
and  Lancashire  clogs  are  made  in  the  Holme  Lacy  parish.  There  are  flour 
mills  in  the  parishes  of  Clehonger,  Credenhill,  Eaton  Bishop,  Fowuliope, 
Bugwardine,  and  Wellington.  There  are  large  cider  works  at  Withington. 
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HEREFORD  RURAL  DISTRICT 


POPULATION. 

The  population  of  the  Pural  Sanitary  District  at  the  census  of 
1901  was  13,271.  During  the  ten  years  1891-1901  there  was  an 
average  yearly  decrease  in  the  population  of  $8  persons,  and 
assuming  that  this  decrease  is  still  going  on,  the  estimated  popu- 
lation at  the  middle  of  1909  was  12,790,  the  number  upon  which 
the  figures  in  this  report  is  based. 

BIRTHS. 

No.  264.  Rate  per  1,000,  20.6 

There  were  264  births  registered  in  the  Hereford  Rural 
District  during  1909,  of  which  131  were  boys  and  133  girls,  equal 
to  a birth-rate  per  1,000  of  20.6.  This  rate  is  0.1  per  1,000  below 
that  recorded  in  1908,  and  is  1.0  per  1,000  below  the  average  rate 
of  the  previous  ten  years.  The  birth-rate  in  Rural  England  during 
1908  was  25.6  per  1,000.  A reference  to  p.  4 will  show  that  the 
birth-rate  in  the  Hereford  Rural  District  is  really  higher  than 
that  prevailing  in  England  and  Wales. 

In  the  Registration  Sub-districts  the  birth-rates  were 


Average  of 

10  years , 

1909. 

1899-1908. 

Dewchurch  

23.1 

21.7 

Fownhope  

22.4 

Burghill 

19-9 

20.8 

ILLEGITIMATE  BIRTHS. 

During  1909  there  were  registered  in  the  Hereford  Rural 
District  7 illegitimate  births,  equal  to  2.6  per  cent,  of  the  total 
births,  or  to  0.5  per  1,000  of  the  population  living.  In  the  Dew- 
church  Sub-district  5.4  per  cent,  of  the  births  were  illegitimate, 
in  the  Fownliope  district  2.6  per  cent.,  and  in  the  Burghill  district 
there  were  no  illegitimate  births  during  1909. 

At  the  census  of  1901  there  were  in  the  Hereford  Rural 
District  1,769  unmarried  women  and  widows  between  the  ages  of 
15  and  45  years,  fhe  proportion  of  illegitimate  births  per  1,000 
of  these  women  was  thus  3.9  compared  with  11.5  per  1,000  in  the 
six  combined  Rural  Districts  in  1909. 
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HEREFORD  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

DEATHS. 

No.  173.  Rate  per  1,009,  13.5. 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  Hereford  Rural 
District  during  1909  was  197,  of  which  95  were  males  and  102 
females.  Included  in  this  number  were  39  persons  who  died  in 
the  County  Asylum  at  Burghill,  but  whose  usual  place  of  residence 
was  not  in  the  Hereford  Rural  District.  There  died  in  Liverpool 
one  person,  in  the  Hereford  Workhouse  7 persons,  and  in  the 
Herefordshire  General  Hospital  7 persons  who  were  residents 
within  the  Hereford  Rural  District.  After  making  the  necessary 
adjustments,  the  number  of  deaths  among  residents  in  the  Hereford 
Rural  District  was  173  (85  males  and  88  females),  equal  to  a death- 
rate  per  1,000  of  13.5.  This  rate  is  below  that  recorded  in  1908, 
and  below  the  average  death-rate  of  the  previous  10  years 
(see  p.  79). 

Among  the  inhabitants  of  the  following  parishes,  having  a 
total  population  of  560  persons,  no  deaths  occurred  during  1909  : — 
Bolston,  Callow,  Dinmore,  Eaton  Bishop,  Haywood,  and  Moreton. 


In  the  registration  sub-districts  the  death-rates  were 


Average  of 

10  years, 

1909. 

1899-1908. 

Dewchurcli  

..  13.2 

14.7 

Fownhope  

••  14-3 

16.0 

Burghill  (excluding  Asylum) 

..  I3-I 

14.5 

Hereford  Rural  District 

••  13-5 

15.2 

I do  not  think  any  good  purpose  would  be  served  by  recording 
the  death-rate  for  each  parish  during  a single  year,  figures 
covering  so  short  a period  and  for  small  populations  would  only 
be  misleading. 

In  the  following  13  parishes,  each  of  which  has  a population 
of  more  than  400  persons,  the  death-rates  per  1,000  were  as 
follows  . — 


1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 

1905 

1906 

1907 

1908 

1909 

Allensmore  . . . . 

15 

0 

12 

7 

17 

0 

21 

• 3 

15 

1 

8 

•7 

24 

.2 

26 

.6 

15 

.6 

Breinton 

12 

.0 

14 

■4 

*9 

•3 

14 

• 5 

14 

.6 

14 

•7 

17 

.2 

14 

.8 

n 

•4 

Bullingham 

7 

0 

11 

4 

13 

3 

9 

.3 

5 

4 

18 

3 

5 

4 

9 

.0 

8 

.8 

Burghill*  . . . . 

15 

0 

20 

6 

19 

6 

18 

.6 

21 

.0 

12 

8 

12 

9 

10 

.6 

8 

•3 

Clehonger  . . . . 

M 

4 

16 

9 

9 

7 

22 

5 

15 

0 

17 

6 

22 

7 

20 

2 

12 

4 

Fownhope  . . . . 

21 

6 

5 

1 

8 

9 

21 

7 

11 

6 

11 

7 

27 

4 

18 

2 

18 

6 

Holmer  

10 

9 

5 

3 

8 

8 

15 

8 

*9 

1 

13 

7 

8 

4 

16 

7 

14 

8 

Lugwardine 

14 

1 

15 

5 

18 

4 

11 

4 

7 

1 

14 

0 

20 

O 

14 

4 

7 

2 

Harden  

20 

7 

17 

0 

24 

2 

15 

7 

15 

6 

20 

4 

9 

5 

10 

7 

9 

4 

Mordiford  . . . . 

22 

5 

20 

5 

13 

7 

16 

0 

20 

8 

11 

6 

14 

1 

19 

0 

21 

8 

Much  Dew- 

church 

8 

5 

5- 

5 

1 

8 

14 

9 

18 

8 

11 

3 

19. 

0 

11 

5 

13 

4 

Wellington  . . . . 

13 

0 

21 

1 

16 

2 

17 

8 

17 

8 

3 

0 

27. 

5 

9 

7 

8 

1 

Withington 

23 

7 

9 

2 

14 

4 

18 

3 

16 

9 

14. 

3 

14. 

3 

18. 

1 

14 

0 

* Excluding  Asylum. 
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Table  A. 

The  following  table  gives  the  ages  at  death  during  1909  in 
various  groups  for  the  Hereford  Rural  District,  the  Registration 
Sub-districts,  and  the  thirteen  largest  parishes. 


All 

Ages 

2—  ci 

1 

to  5 

5 

to  15 

15 

to  25 

to  45 

45 

to  65 

65 
to  75 

75 

to  So 

! Over 
85 

Hereford  R.  Dist 

173 

27 

9 

6 

4 

10 

37 

40 

35 

5 

Sub-Districts  : 

Dewchurch  . . . . 

52 

7 

1 

2 

2 

4 

II 

14 

11 

0 

Fownhope 

57 

8 

3 

2 

0 

0 

14 

1 7 

10 

3 

Burghill  

64 

12 

5 

2 

2 

6 

12 

9 

14 

2 

Parishes  : 

Allensmore  .... 

7 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

O 

1 

4 

0 

B reinton 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

Bullingham  . . . 

5 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

I 

1 

0 

0 

Burghill*  .... 

7 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

I 

0 

2 

2 

Clehonger 

5 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

I 

1 

2 

0 

Fownhope 

14 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

5 

4 

2 

1 

Holmer 

9 

2 

0 

1 

0 

1 

3 

1 

1 

0 

Lugwardine  . . . 

5 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

2 

0 

Harden  

8 

2 

1 

0 

1 

0 

3 

1 

0 

0 

Mordiford 

9 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

3 

2 

2 

Much  Dewchurch 

7 

2 

0 

0 

1 

0 

2 

L 

1 

0 

Wellington  .... 

5 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

0 

Withington  .... 

11 

0 

2 

1 

0 

0 

2 

5 

1 

0 

* Excluding  Asylum. 


Corrected  Death-rate. — The  death-rate  among  females  is  lower 
than  it  is  among  males,  and  it  is  also  lower  at  ages  between  5 years  and  55 
years  than  it  is  below  or  above  this  period,  and  as  the  proportion  of  females 
to  males  and  of  persons  living  at  different  age-periods  varies  in  different 
localities,  it  is  obviously  necessary  to  make  certain  corrections  if  we  are  to 
compare  with  accuracy  the  death-rates  in  two  or  more  districts.  In  order 
to  make  a true  comparison  with  the  rest  of  the  country,  I have  worked  out 
the  factor  of  correction  for  Hereford  Rural  District,  and  the  death-rate 
Vo  ,1'^^  thus  corrected  was  12.0  per  1,000,  compared  with  a death-rate  of 
ld.b  per  1,000  111  Rural  England  and  Wales.  The  corrected  average  death 
rate  in  the  previous  ten  years  in  Hereford  Rural  District  was  13.5  per  1.000. 


HEREFORD  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


71 


UNCERTIFIED  DEATHS. 

5 per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths. 

Of  the  197  deaths  registered  in  the  Hereford  Rural  District 
in  1909,  there  were  177  certified  by  registered  medical  practi- 
tioners, 10  by  the  Coroner,  and  10  were  uncertified.  Given  as 
percentages  of  the  total  deaths,  90  per  cent,  were  certified  by 
medical  practitioners,  5 per  cent,  by  the  Coroner,  and  5 per  cent, 
were  uncertified.  In  the  Dewchurch  Registration  Sub-district 
7.6  per  cent,  of  the  deaths  were  uncertified,  in  Fownhope  1.7  per 
cent,  and  in  Burghill  5 per  cent. 

The  cause  of  death  entered  by  the  Registrars  in  the  case  of 
the  10  uncertified  deaths  was  — Heart  failure  (4),  probably 
apoplexy,  pneumonia,  convulsions  (3),  and  natural  causes. 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 


Average  of 
10  years, 
1899-1908. 
96 


1909. 

Hereford  Rural  District  . . . . 102 

Rural  England  98 

The  amount  of  child  mortality  is  measured  by  stating  the 
number  of  children  who  have  died  under  one  year  old  within  a 
certain  period  in  proportion  to  1,000  births  during  the  same 
period.  In  the  Hereford  Rural  District  during  1909  there  were 
born  264  children,  and  27  children  died  under  twelve  months  old. 
The  infantile  mortality  rate  was  thus  equal  to  102  per  1,000  births. 

In  the  Registration  Sub-districts  the  infantile  mortality  rate 
was  : — Average  of 

10  years, 


1909. 

1899-1 

Dewchurch  

76 

88 

Fownhope  

105 

109 

Burghill  

134 

106 

The  27  children  under  12  months  old  who  died  in  the  Hereford 
Rural  District  during  1909  were  certified  as  having  died  from 
the  following  causes  : — Bronchitis,  premature  birth  (7),  enteritis 
(3),  rickets,  syphilis,  heart  disease,  pneumonia,  convulsions  (8), 
whooping  cough  (2),  congenital  defects  (2). 

Illegitimate  Deaths.— There  were  two  deaths  in  the  Here- 


ford Rural  District  during  1909  among  illegitimate  children  under 
12  months  old,  giving  an  infantile  mortality  rate  of  285  per  1,000 
illegitimate  births,  compared  with  97  per  1,000  in  the  case  ot 
legitimate  births  and  deaths. 
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ZYMOTIC  (INFECTIOUS)  DISEASES. 


Average  of 


io  years, 
1909.  1899-1908. 

Death-rate  per  1,000  0.39  ••  0.54 

Deatli-rate  Rural  England  . . ..0.80  . . — 


The  seven  diseases  named  below  are  those  which  are  included 


in  the  expression  “ principal  zymotic  diseases.” 

No.  of  cases.  No.  of  deaths. 

Small-pox  o . . o 

Measles  * . . 0 

Scarlet  fever  17  . . 1 

Whooping  cough  ....  * . . 3 

Diphtheria  9 . . 1 

Typhoid  fever  3 . . o 

Diarrhoea  * . . o 

* Not  notifiable. 


No  cases  were  notified  either  under  the  voluntary  scheme  or 
under  the  Public  Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regulations  (tqo8). 

Scarlet  Fever. — This  disease  was  not  epidemic  during  any 
portion  of  1909.  There  were  17  cases  in  8 different  parishes  and 
nine  patients  were  removed  to  the  Isolation  hospital.  The}^  all 
recovered. 

Diphtheria. — The  nine  cases  of  diphtheria  were  reported 
from  seven  different  parishes.  One  death  occurred  from  the 
disease. 

Typhoid  Fever. — The  three  cases  of  typhoid  fever  occurred 
at  the  Asylum,  all  the  patients  recovered. 

Average  of 


Phthisis.  io  years, 

1909.  1899-1908. 

Death-rate  per  1,000  0.86  ..  0.95 


The  11  deaths  from  consumption — 5 males  and  6 females 
occurred  among  residents  in  the  following  parishes  : — Oehonger, 
Wellington  (2),  Bullingham,  Much  Birch  (2),  Allensmore,  Withington 
(2),  Marden  and  Credenhill.  The  ages  at  death  varied  from  5 to 
70  years. 
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Average  of 


Cancer.  io  years, 

1909.  1899-1908. 

Death-rate  per  1,000  1.17  • • 0.84 


The  15  deaths  from  cancer — 5 males  and  10  females — occurred 
among  patients  from  the  following  parishes  : — Little  Dewchurch, 
Much  Dewchurch  (2)  Aconbury,  Dormingtou,  Hampton  Bishop, 
Marden,  Kenehester,  Mordiford,  Sutton,  Clehonger,  and  Fowhope 
(3).  Their  ages  at  death  varied  from  46  to  82  years. 


Table  B. 

HEREFORD  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Actual  Number  of  Deaths. 


Name  of  Disease. 

a 

cn 

00 

rH 

1900 

rH 

0 

05  1 
rH 

Cl 

0 

tH 

1903  I 

O 

05 

rH 

1 1905 

l 

1906  1 

& 

05 

rH 

00 

O 

05 

tH 

0 

<3  30 

-3  05  3 

0 35  35 

E-i  00 1— 1 

rH 

i 

8061 

Smallpox 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Measles  

0 

1 

4 

1 

2 

0 

0 

0 

3 

2 

13 

0 

Scarlet  Fever 

0 

1 

0 

1 

1 

2 

1 

0 

0 

0 

6 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

1 

5 

0 

3 

2 

2 

1 

0 

3 

18 

3 

Diphtheria  and 
Membranous  Croup . . 

1 

0 

0 

2 

2 

5 

7 

2 

0 

1 

20 

1 

Typhoid  Fever  . . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Influenza 

15 

15 

0 

5 

0 

2 

2 

R 

2 

1 

47 

1 

Diarrhoea 

1 

0 

5 

1 

2 

3 

1 

2 

0 

0 

15 

0 

Puerperal  Fever. . 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

2 

0 

Erysipelas 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0 

Phthisis  

12 

15 

14 

8 

u 

16 

12 

G 

10 

21 

125 

11 

Cancer 

10 

11 

15 

8 

12 

15 

3 

9 

15 

13 

111 

15 

Bronchitis,  Pneumonia, 
Pleurisy,  &c 

31 

43 

23 

22 

30 

38 

137 

28 

32 

27 

311 

24 

Heart  Diseases  . . 

24 

28 

. 21 

28 

42 

25 

i 37 

18 

34 

29 

280 

30 

Accidents 

13 

12 

8 

2 

1 

! 5 

1 8 

9 

8 

8 

75 

2 
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Table  C. 

HEREFORD  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Actual  Number  of  Deaths. 
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HOUSE  ACCOMMODATION. 

There  is  no  overcrowding  of  houses  on  area  or  of  persons  in 
houses.  At  the  last  census  the  number  of  persons  per  house 
averaged  4.6 

The  want  of  eaves  gutters  to  carry  off  rainwater,  and  the 
lack  of  paving  behind  cottages,  are  the  most  noticeable  defects 
to  be  found.  Both  these  conditions  conduce  to  dampness  and 
render  a house  unhealthy. 

There  are  no  by-laws  with  respect  to  new  buildings  in  force 
iu  the  district. 

SEWERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE. 

At  Fownhope  there  is  a drain  in  the  main  road  receiving  the 
drainage  from  18  houses  and  the  schools.  In  no  other  part  of  the 
Rural  District  is  there  any  combined  drainage.  The  slopwater 
from  many  houses  is  discharged  into  roadside  ditches,  a practice 
which  should  be  discontinued. 

Large  residential  houses  are  provided  with  water-closets,  the 
drainage  discharges  into  cesspools  or  on  to  land,  occasionally 
into  watercourses.  The  farm  houses  and  cottages  usually  have 
privy  closets.  In  only  a few  instances  are  there  pail  or  earth 
closets. 

HOUSE  REFUSE. 

The  Council  does  not  undertake  the  collection  of  house  refuse. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

On  December  13th,  1879,  a resolution  was  passed  by  the 
Hereford  Rural  Sanitary  Authority  defining  “ a reasonable 
distance  ” as  500  yards  in  the  case  of  existing  and  200  yards  in 
the  case  of  newly-built  houses  within  which  water  should  be 
provided. 

There  are  combined  systems  of  water  supply  in  the  parish 
of  Fownhope  where  water  is  piped  from  the  Highland  well  to 
several  houses,  and  in  the  parish  of  Stoke  Edith  where  about  30 
houses  are  supplied  with  water  conveyed  in  pipes  from  a spring 
in  the  Vicarage  grounds.  Elsewhere  deep  or  shallow  wells  pro- 
vided with  pumps  or  windlasses,  and  springs  are  most  generally 
in  use.  In  a large  number  of  instances  water  has  to  be  carried 
from  neighbouring  houses,  or  from  roadside  and  field  springs. 
DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS  AND  MILKSHOPS. 

Regulations  under  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  Order, 
1885,  were  made  during  1905.  Public  notice  was  given  in  1907  of 
the  necessity  for  registration. 

The  number  of  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  on  the  register  at  the 
end  of  the  year  was  20.  Many  of  them  require  frequent  inspection. 
Nearly  all  the  milk  produced  is  sold  in  Hereford.  None  is  sent 
away  to  a distance. 
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SL  A UGHTER-HOUSES . 

There  are  five  slaughter-houses  iu  the  district,  situated  in 
the  parishes  of  Credenhill,  Fownhope,  Lugwardine,  Burghill  and 
Much  Dewchurch. 

The  Credenhill,  Fownhope,  and  Much  Dewchurch  slaughter- 
houses are  of  brick  with  concrete  or  asphalt  floors,  draining  to 
dumb  wells.  There  is  water  on  the  premises  in  each  case.  The 
Lugwardine  slaughter-house  is  a brick  building  with  a brick  floor. 
The  drains  discharge  on  to  land  behind  the  building.  There  is  a 
good  supply  of  water  on  the  premises.  No  meat  was  found  during 
1909  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption. 

HOP-FICKERS. 

By-laws  with  respect  to  the  housing  of  hop-pickers  are  in 
force  in  the  district. 

COMMON  LODGING-HOUSES. 

There  are  no  common  lodging-houses  in  the  Hereford  Rural 
District.  No  by-laws  have  been  made  with  respect  to  these  houses 
by  the  Council. 

SCHOOLS. 

The  sanitary  arrangements  at  the  public  elementary  schools 
have  been  very  much  improved  during  the  past  few  years.  There 
are  still  several  schools,  however,  which  have  attached  to  them 
offensive  privies.  These  should  be  done  away  with  and  earth 
closets  substituted. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  methods  of  dealing  with  infectious  diseases  in  the  district 
are  described  on  pages  9 and  10  of  the  Report  for  1907. 

ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 

A description  of  the  hospital  will  be  found  on  p.  95  ( et . seq.) 
of  the  report  for  1904. 

The  hospital  was  occupied  from  20th  February  to  the  end 
of  the  year,  with  the  exception  of  8 days  during  May.  The  29 
patients  who  were  treated  during  that  period  included  10  from 
the  Hereford  district,  18  from  Weobley  and  one  from  the  Ledbury 
Rural  District.  All  the  patients  recovered.  Iu  several  instances 
the  first  case  in  a particular  parish  was  taken  to  the  hospital  and 
no  further  case  occurred. 

PERMISSIVE  POWERS. 

The  Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act,  1890,  and  the 
Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890,  were  adopted  by  the 
District  Council  in  June,  1891,  but  the  Council  does  not  possess 
any  of  the  urban  powers  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875. 

The  Council  has  not  made  any  by-laws  with  respect  to 
private  scavenging,  houses  let  iu  lodgings,  tents  and  vans,  mor- 
tuaries or  cemeteries. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 

Mr.  F.  Fowles  was  appointed  Inspector  of  Nuisances  in  the 
3Tear  1875,  and  receives  a salary  of  £ 100  per  annum,  one-half  of 
which  is  paid  by  the  County  Council.  He  pays  out  of  his  salary 
all  incidental  and  travelling  expenses  (including  the  cost  of  a horse), 
except  stamps,  stationery,  and  his  carriage  licence.  He  does 
not  hold  any  other  appointment,  and  he  is  not  subject  to  re- 
election  at  stated  periods. 


REPORT  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 

I beg  to  submit  statement  of  work  carried  out  by  me  during 
the  year  ending  31st  December,  1909. 

I have  visited,  investigated  and  reported  to  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  31  cases  of  infectious  disease,  disinfected  21  houses 
and  21  lots  of  bedding,  clothing,  etc.  I have  given  attention  to 
the  dairies  and  cowsheds,  and  had  the  cowsheds  cleaned  and 
lime  washed. 

I have  also  visited  the  workshops  and  bakehouses,  and  called 
on  all  the  occupiers  to  cleanse  and  lime  wash  them.  This  has 
been  done  in  every  case. 

I have  also  ordered  and  served  notices  for  the  abatement  and 
removal  of  825  nuisances,  as  under 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

Cases  inquired  into  31 

Patients  removed  to  Hospital  10 

Houses  disinfected  and  cleansed 21 

Lots  of  bedding,  clothing,  etc.,  disinfected 21 

Cases  of  illegal  exposure  o 

Schools  disinfected  I 

Infected  houses  not  ready  to  disinfect o 

HOUSES. 

Erected  7 

Made  fit  for  habitation 44 

Closed  as  unfit  o 

Cleansed  and  limewashed  4 

Overcrowding  o 
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WATER  SUPPLY. 

Wells  cleansed  and  repaired I 

Wells  closed  4 

Samples  for  analysis  4 

HOUSE  DRAINS. 

Laid  or  relaid 3 

Cleansed,  trapped  and  ventilated  13 

Defective  waste  pipes  rectified  o 

Sinks,  urinals,  etc.,  rectified 2 

WATER  CLOSETS. 

Additional  provided  o 

Repaired,  ventilated,  etc 1 

PRIVIES  AND  ASHPITS. 

New  privies  provided  5 

Converted  to  pail  closets  6 

Repaired 3 

SCAVENGING. 

Privies  and  ashpits  cleansed 382 

Removals  of  offensive  refuse 194 

SLAUGHTER-HOUSES. 

On  register  5 

Inspected 5 

Cleansed  and  repaired  5 

DAIRIES  AND  COWSHEDS. 

On  register  20 

Contravention  of  D.C.  and  M.  Order o 

UNSOUND  FOOD. 

Seizures  , . . . o 

WORKSHOPS  AND  BAKEHOUSES. 

Cleansed  and  limewashed  35 

FREDERICK  FOWLES, 

Inspector  of  Nuisances. 

King’s  Thorne,  Hereford, 

February  1st,  1910. 
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Table  I.  (Local  Government  Board.) 

HEREFORD  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1909 
and  Previous  Years. 


Year. 

1 

Population  estimated  to 
middle  of  each  year. 

Births. 

Total  Deaths  Regi- 

TERED  IN  THE 

District. 

TotalDeaths  in  Public  In- 
50  STITUTIONS  IN  THE  DISTRICT. 

i Deaths  of  Non-residents 

o registered  in  Public  Insti- 
ll tutions  in  the  Distrct. 

Deaths  of  Residents  regis-l 

P tered  in  Public  Institutions! 
beyond  the  district. 

Nett 
Deaths  at 
all  Ages 

BELONGING 

TO  THE 

District 

<D 

| 

£ 

3 

! 4^  Rate.  * 

Under  1 
year  of  age 

At  all  ages. 

j on  Number. 

Rate  per 
o>  1,000  Births 
registered. 

-j  Number. 

* 

$ 

a 

pq 

8 

£ 

s 

3 

£ 

12 

* 

3 

£ 

13 

1899.. 

13373 

300 

22  4 

33 

110 

241 

180 

34 

32 

28 

237 

17  7 

1900.. 

13315 

271 

203 

32 

118 

225 

168 

32 

30 

13 

208 

15'6 

1901.. 

13257 

295 

22'2 

33 

112 

204 

153 

36 

36 

22 

190 

14-3 

1902.. 

13200 

307 

232 

30 

97 

193 

140 

38 

33 

13 

173 

131 

1903.. 

13141 

280 

21 7 

22 

70 

200 

152 

33 

28 

24 

190 

149 

1904.. 

13084 

283 

210 

30 

106 

225 

17  1 

41 

38 

18 

205 

15'6 

1905.. 

13027 

203 

201 

23 

87 

200 

158 

33 

31 

29 

204 

156 

190fi. . 

12970 

286 

220 

27 

94 

188 

14.4 

50 

45 

29 

172 

132 

1907.. 

12913 

281 

217 

32 

110 

228 

176 

37 

32 

28 

224 

173 

1908.. 

12850 

207 

20  7 

14 

52 

196 

15  2 

34 

20 

19 

189 

147 

Av’r’ges 

for  years 

13084 

284 

210 

28 

96 

211 

16-0 

30 

33 

22 

20o 

152 

1899-1918- 

1909 

12790 

264 

20.6 

27 

102 

197 

15*4 

40 

39 

15 

173 

13*5 

• Rates  in  Columns  4,  8 and  13  calculated  per  1,000  of  estimated  population. 

Note. — The  deaths  included  in  Column  7 of  this  Table  are  the  whole  of  those  registered 
during  the  year  as  having  actually  occurred  within  the  district.  The  deaths  included  in 
Column  12  are  the  number  in  column  7,  coirected  by  the  subtraction  of  the  number  in 
Column  10  and  the  addition  of  the  number  n Column  11. 

_ By  the  term  “ Non-residents”  is  meant  persons  brought  into  the  district  on  account  of 
sickness  or  infirmity,  and  dying  in  public  institutions  there;  and  by  the  term 
" Residents  ” is  meant  persons  who  have  been  taken  out  of  the  district  on  account  of 
sickness  or  infirmity,  and  have  died  in  public  institutions  elsewhere. 

tThe  “ Public  Institutions  ” taken  into  account  for  the  purposes  of  these  Tables  are 
the  County  Asylum  within  the  district  (Cols.  9 and  10),  and  the  Workhouse  and 
Herefordshire  General  Hospital  beyond  the  district  (Col.  11). 

The  Union  Workhouse  is  not  within  the  Hereford  Rural  District. 

Total  population  of  all  ages 13,271  \ " . 

Area  of  District  in  acres  ) ) § o 

(exclusive  of  area)  G5,147  Number  of  inhabited  houses 2,877)^2 

covered  by  water).  ) \ 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  4'0  7 < 3 
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Table  II.  (Local  Government  Board.) 

HEREFORD  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Vital  Statistics  of  Registration  Sub-Districts  in  1909 

AND  PREVIOUS  YEARS. 

Corrected  for  Residents  and  Non-residents. 


Names  of 
Localities. 

Dewchuhch 

District. 

Year. 

Population  asti- 
mated  to  middle 
of  each  year. 

Births  regis- 
tered. 

Deaths  at  all 
Ages. 

Deaths  under 

1 year. 

a 

b 

c 

d 

1899 

4258 

100 

68 

6 

1900 

4226 

83 

55 

9 

1901 

4194 

108 

55 

13 

1902 

4162 

102 

54 

15 

1903  

4130 

101 

51 

8 

1904 

4098 

83 

69 

4 

1905 

4066 

73 

07 

10 

1900 

4034 

91 

55 

7 

1907 

4002 

87 

70 

10 

1908 

3970 

71 

68 

2 

Averages  of 
Years 

1 8 99  to  1 90S 

4140 

90 
*21  '7 

01 

*14' 7 

8 

188 

1909 

3935 

91 

*23T 

52 

*13*2 

176 

inoPE 

RICT. 

Burghill 

District. 

Deaths  at  all 
Ages. 

Deaths  under 

1 year. 

Population  esti- 
mated to  middle 
of  each  year. 

Births  regis- 

tered. 

Deaths  at  all 

Ages. 

Deatlis  under 

1 year. 

c 

d 

a 1 b 

c 

d 

74 

14 

5003  103 

95 

13 

80 

12 

4990  103 

73 

11 

76 

11 

4977  98 

59 

8 

47 

8 

4965  104 

72 

14 

66 

10 

4951  93 

79 

8 

69 

6 

4939  97 

67 

14 

60 

8 

4927  101 

77 

13 

57 

12 

4915  111 

60 

8 

75 

7 

4903  105 

79 

15 

04 

8 

4S9 1 111 

57 

4 

65 

10 

4910  103 

72 

11 

*16'0 

1 1 09 

*20'8 

* 14'5 

f 106 

57 

8 

4875  97 

04 

12 

1*14-3 

1 105 

*19-9 

*13-1 

134 

i <D 

’Sd 

03 

f-i  ^3 

t/1 

03  rn 

t- 

c3 

CD 

>. 

— 

cr  £ 

O 

^ 03 

- 03 

C c3 

S3 

-H  £ 

a 

b 

41 12  97 

4099  85 


408(3 

4073 

40G0 

4047 

4034 

4021 

4008 

3995 


4051 


89 

101 

92 

103 

89 

84 
89 

85 

01 

*22 '4 


3930 


Notes. — 

(1)  The  separate  localities  adopted  for  this  table  are  the  registration  sub-districts. 

(2)  Deaths  of  residents  occurring  in  public  institutions  beyond  tho  district  arc  included 

in  sub-columns  c of  this  Table,  and  those  of  non-residents  registered  in  public 
institutions  in  the  district  excluded. 

(3)  Deaths  of  residents  occurring  in  public  institutions,  whether  within  or  without  the 

district,  aro  allotted  to  the  respective)  localities  according  to  the  addresses  of  the 
deceased. 

(4)  The  gross  totals  of  the  several  columns  in  this  Table  respectively  equal  the  corres- 

ponding totals  for  tho  whole  districts  in  Tables  1.  and  IN'.  : thus,  the  totals  of 
sub-columns  a,  b and  c agreo  with  tho  figures  for  tho  year  in  the  columns  2,  3,  and 
12  respectively  of  Table  I.  ; the  gross  total  of  the  sub-column  c ngreos  with  the 
total  of  column  2 in  Table  IV.,  and  tho  gross  total  of  sub-columns  d with  the  total 
of  column  3 in  Table  IV. 

♦Rate  per  1,000  persons  living 
f Rato  per  1,000  births,  or  infantile  morality  rate. 


Table  III.  (Local  Government  Board.) 
HEREFORD  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  Notified  during  the  Year  1909. 
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The  Localities  adopted  for  this  Table  are  the  same  as  those  in  Tables  II.  and  IV. 

^ T!'e,.  Hefel0111  ^-ural  Isolation  Hospital  is  situated  in  the  Burghill  Registration  sub-district.  It  was  opened 

lor  the  receptr  n of  patients  on  2lst  September,  1904. 


Table  IV.  (extended)  Local  Government  Board 
HEREFORD  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  the  Year  1909. 

Corrected  for  Residents  and  Non-residents. 
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TABLE  V.  (Local  Government  Board). 

HEREFORD  RURAL  DISTRICT. 
Infantile  Mortality  during  Year,  1909. 
Corrected,  for  Residents  and  Non-Residents. 


Deaths  from  stated  Causes  in  Weeks  and  Months  under 

One  year  of  Age. 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 

<D 

© 

? 

h 

TJ 

^G 

. 

00 

■A 

© 

£ 

Cl 

i 

w 

Si 

© 

£ 

CO 

Cl 

•sjiaoAV  t-g 

Total  under 

1 Month. 

1 2 Months. 

j 2-3  Months. 

G 

>< 

eo 

+3 

G 

iC 

5-6  Months, 

| 6-7  Months. 

7-8  Months. 

8-9  Months. 

| 9-10  Months. 

i I 

G 

o i 

s I 

6 

CD 

G 

VH 

l*=i 

Cl 

Total  Deaths 

under  One  Year  | 

All  Causes. 

Certified  

7 

2 

1 

1 

11 

1 

1 

1 

3 

9 

2 

2 

! 

23 

Uncertified  

2 

1 

3 

4 

Small-pox 

Chicken-pox  

•• 

• • 

Measles  

. • 

Scarlet  Fever  

Diphtheria  : Croup  . . 

. . 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

. . 

i 

2 

Diarrhoea,  all  fi  rms  . . 

Enteritis  ( not  Tuberculous) 

1 

l 

1 

3 

Oast rit  i Uasiro-inte  itinal 
Catarrh  

■ 

Premature  Birth 

4 

1 

1 

6 

1 

7 

Congonital  D foots  . . 

1 

1 

1 

2 

Want  of  attent  ion  at  Birth 

.. 

.. 

. . 

Want  of  Broaat-milk.  . 

Atrophy,  Debility, 

Marasmus  . . 

Tuberculous  Meningitis  .. 

Tuberculous  Peritonitis  : 

Convulsions  

3 

1 

1 

D 

1 

i 

i 

. . 

8 

Tuberculosis  

. . 

Oidium  albicans 

. . 

Intestinal  Obstruction  . . 

. • 

Peritonitis 

. • 

Bronchitis  

1 

.. 

1 

Congenital  syphilis  .. 

1 

l 

1 

Laryngitis 

Pneumonia  

l 

1 

Rickots  

1 

1 

Iloart  disease  

1 

1 

1 

Q 

1 

2 

14 

1 

1 

1 

3 

2 

o 

o 

i 

0 

27 

Rural  District  of  Hlkeford: — Population  (estimated  to  middle  of  1909)  12790. 
Births  in  the  year  : — Legitimate,  257  ; illegitimate,  7. 

Deaths  of  Infants  in  the  year  : — Legitimate,  25  ; illegitimate,  2, 

Deaths  from  all  causes  at  all  agos  (corrected  for  Residents  and  Non-residents)  173 


under  One  Year 


HEREFORD  RURAL  DISTRICT. 
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WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES. 

From  information  furnished  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  the 
Register  of  the  Workshops  situated  within  the  Hereford  Rural 
District  has  been  revised. 

Attention  has  been  paid  during  1909  to  the  lime-washing  of 
Blacksmiths’  shops. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  Register  of  Workshops  : — 


Parishes. 

S 

01 

,3 

a 

3 

1 Builder 

1 

j Carpenter 

u 

<D 

rX 

ci 

a 

01 

in 

t 

0 

■n 

1 

s 

Sawmills 

1 

1 Wheelwright 

41 

<1 

§ 

H 

Allensmore 

i 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

3 

Breinton 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

2 

Bullingham 

1 

0 

0 

, 0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Burghill 

3 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

5 

Clehonger 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Credenhill 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

2 

Dinedor  

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Eaton  Bishop  . . 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

Fownhope 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

3 

Hampton  Bishop  . . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

Haywood 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

2 

Holme  Lacy 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

2 

Holmer 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

2 

Little  Birch 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Little  Dewchurch  . . 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Lugwardine 

1 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

Harden 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

3 

Mordiford 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Much  Birch 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

3 

Much  Dewchurch  . . 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

2 

Pipe  and  Lyde . . 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

2 

Preston  Wynne 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Stoke  Edith 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Stretton  Sugwas 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Sutton  

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

2 

Wellington 

1 

1 ! 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

3 

Westhide 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Weston  Beggard 

0 

0 | 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Withington 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Total  - - - 

28 

3 j 

3 

0 

I 

0 ' 

i6  ; 

51 

Number  of  Inspections  of  Workshops 


Defects  found 28 

„ remedied 28 

No.  of  Outworkers I 
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Census  Returns. 


Sub-districts  and 
Parishes. 

Area 

in 

Acres. 

Inhabited 

Houses. 

Population. 

Persons  per 
house. 

1198 

1901 

1891 

1901 

1891 

1901 

DEWC11URCII  

27133 

960 

935 

4526 

4202 

4.7 

4.4 

Aconbury  

1692 

28 

31 

121 

117 

4.4 

3.7 

Allensmore  

2024 

130 

118 

520 

480 

4.0 

4.0 

Bolstone  

674 

11 

12 

51 

40 

4.6 

3.3 

Callow  

631 

20 

22 

91 

78 

4.5 

3.5 

Clehonger  

2152 

105 

102 

430 

415 

4.0 

4.0 

Dewsall  

693 

9 

9 

54 

47 

6.0 

5.2 

Dinedor  

1664 

53 

50 

270 

225 

5.0 

4.5 

Eaton  Bishop  

1660 

83 

74 

360 

286 

4.3 

3.7 

Grafton  

1042 

29 

31 

126 

139 

4.3 

4.4 

Haywood  

1565 

31 

30 

141 

144 

4.5 

4.8 

Holme  Lacy  

3261 

64 

65 

301 

305 

4.8 

4.6 

Little  Birch  

1019 

60 

55 

248 

225 

4.1 

4.0 

Little  Dewchurch  

1726 

60 

56 

286 

237 

4.7 

4.2 

Lower  Bullinghamf  

1106 

52 

50 

469 

520 

19.0 

9.5 

Much  Birch  

1303 

109 

102 

470 

396 

4.3 

3.8 

Much  Dewchurch  

4921 

116 

122 

585 

518 

5.0 

4.4 

FOWNHOPE  

16885 

936 

920 

4224 

4090 

4.5 

4.4 

Bartestreef  

421 

18 

18 

245 

265 

fl4.0 

14.6 

Dormington  

977 

21 

22 

96 

95 

4.5 

4.3 

Fownhope  

3524 

189 

189 

829 

787 

4.8 

4.1 

Hampton  Bishop  

2072 

65 

69 

340 

343 

5.2 

5.0 

Lugwardine  

2116 

167 

174 

735 

709 

4.4 

4.0 

Mordiford  

1515 

129 

112 

482 

443 

3.7 

3.9 

Preston  Wynne  

874 

30 

32 

118 

144 

3.9 

4.5 

Stoke  Edith  

1014 

41 

36 

171 

140 

4.1 

3.8 

Westhide  

1246 

37 

34 

150 

148 

4.0 

4.6 

Weston  Beggard  

925 

69 

59 

314 

259 

4.5 

4.4 

Withington  

2201 

170 

175 

744 

757 

4.3 

4.3 

BURGH1LL*  

21650 

996 

1022 

4673 

4547 

5.6 

4.4 

Breinton  

1647 

89 

88 

436 

417 

4.9 

4.7 

Burghill*  

3765 

195 

193 

911 

871 

4.6 

4.9 

Credenhill  

1258 

51 

54 

253 

223 

5.0 

4.1 

Dinmore  

580 

5 

3 

35 

27 

7.0 

9.0 

Ilolmer  

1371 

102 

112 

482 

549 

4.7 

4.9 

Kenchester  

545 

24 

25 

123 

121 

5.1 

4.0 

Harden  

3995 

173 

187 

-1 

00 

818 

4.5 

4.3 

Moreton-on-Lugg  

896 

15 

18 

76 

77 

5.0 

4.7 

Pipe  and  Lyde  

1640 

49 

45 

231 

188 

4.7 

4.1 

Stretton  Sugwas  

1389 

76 

77 

350 

311 

4.6 

4.3 

Sutton  

1504 

73 

73 

379 

330 

5.1 

4.5 

Wellington  

3060 

144 

147 

613 

615 

4.2 

4.1 

RURAL  DISTRICT  .... 

65668 

2892 

2877 

13853 

13271 

4.7 

4.6 

* Tlie  population  of  the  Asylum  (430  in  1891  and  432  in  1901)  is  not  included. 

| There  are  large  Roman  Catholic  Institutions  in  the  parishes  of  Lower 
Bullingham  and  Bartestree, 
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LEDBURY  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


1891.  1901.  1909. 


Area  in  acres  (exclusive  of  water) 

— 

• • 49.758 

• • 49.758 

Population  (census) 

8,688 

9,068 

— 

Population  (Midsummer)  . . 

— 

• • 9.079 

• • 9.38i 

Inhaited  houses  (census)  . . 

1,927 

2,004 

. . 

Persons  per  house  

4-5 

4-5 

— 

Rateable  value  25th  March 

— 

••  £75.098 

••  £79.370 

A penny  rate  produces  . . 

— 

— 

£260 

Number  of  parishes 

— 

22 

22 

Birth-rate  per  1,000  population 

— 

23.9 

17.6 

Death-rate  all  causes  per  1,000. . 

19-3 

13-5 

12.0 

„ corrected  for  sex  and  age . . 

19. 1 

12.7 

11. 3 

PHYSICAL  FEATURES  AND  GENERAL  CHARACTER. 

The  Rural  District  of  Ledbury,  which  entirely  surrounds  the  Ledbury 
Urban  District,  is  situated  in  the  eastern  portion  of  the  county,  and  is  bounded 
on  the  north  by  the  Bromyard  Rural  District,  on  the  east  by  Worcestershire, 
on  the  south  by  the  Newent  (Gloucestershire)  and  Ross  Rural  Districts, 
and  on  the  west  by  the  Hereford  Rural  District.  There  are  many  hills  in 
the  district.  The  Malvern  Hills,  which  form  the  eastern  boundary,  rise  to 
a height  of  1,000ft.  within  the  district,  and  Eastnor  Hill  in  the  east  is  600ft. 
above  sea-level.  On  the  western  side  Woolhope  is  530ft.,  Westhide  533ft., 
Marcle  Hill  700ft.,  Seager  Hill  886ft.,  and  Bradlow  Hill  in  the  middle  of  the 
district  is  770ft.  above  sea-level.  Colwall  Church  is  329ft.,  Bosbury  220ft., 
and  Donnington  150ft.  above  sea-level. 

The  river  Frome  flows  in  a westerly  direction  in  the  northern  part  of 
the  district,  and  in  the  central  part  the  river  Leadon  flows  in  a southerly 
direction. 

Geologically  the  district  is  chiefly  Old  Red  Sandstone,  except  the  western 
boundary,  where  it  is  Silurian.  Limestone  crops  up  in  Mathou  parish. 

The  soil  is  a rich  red  clay.  The  sub-soil  is  chiefly  limestone  (locally 
known  as  a bastard  limestone). 

In  the  22  parishes  within  the  district,  the  population  at  the  census  of 
1901  varied  from  79  in  Aylton  to  1,892  in  Colwall.  All  these  22  parishes 
are  in  the  Ledbury  Poor-law  Union,  but  the  Rural  District  is  not  co- 
terminous either  with  the  Registration  District  or  with  the  Poor-law  Union, 
which  include  the  Ledbury  Urban  District  and  the  parish  of  West  Malvern 
in  Worcestershire.  There  are  collections  of  houses  into  villages  at  Bosbury, 
Colwall,  Eastnor,  Mathon,  Tarrington,  and  Woolhope. 

There  are  49  miles  of  county  main  roads  and  146  miles  of  district  roads 
in  the  Ledbury  Rural  District. 


INDUSTRIES. 

The  industries  are  almost  entirely  of  an  agricultural  nature,  hops  and 
fruit  being  largely  grown,  and  there  is  extensive  breeding  of  Herefordshire 
cattle.  There  are  large  mineral  water  works  and  vinegar  works  in  the 
parish  of  Colwall,  and  there  are  corn  mills  in  Bosbury,  Colwall,  Eastnor, 
and  Ledbury  Rural.  There  are  cider  works  in  Ledbury  Rural  aud  Much 
Marcle.  Large  limestone  quarries  are  to  be  found  in  the  parishes  of  Ledbury, 
Putley,  Wellington  Heath,  Coddington,  Colwall,  Mathou,  Castle  Frome, 
Much  Marcle,  Woolhope  and  Yarkhill. 
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LEDBURY  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


RECENT  ALTERATIONS  IN  AREA. 

The  Ledbury  Urban  District  was  formed  from  the  Ledbury 
Rural  District  on  January  ist,  1895.  It  includes  a portion  of 
the  Ledbury  Rural  Parish  (L.G.B  Order,  19th  October,  1894). 

Matlion  Urban  Parish  was  tranferred  on  ist  January,  1895, 
from  Ledbury  Rural  District  to  Malvern  Link  Urban  District. 

POPULATION. 

The  population  of  the  Rural  Sanitary  District  at  the  census 
of  1891  was  12,615,  and  of  the  Rural  District  as  it  is  now  con- 
stituted the  population  was  8,688.  The  alterations  in  area 
indicated  above  account  for  the  difference.  The  estimated  popu- 
lation at  the  middle  of  1909,  and  upon  which  the  figures  in  this 
report  are  based,  is  9,38 1 - 

BIRTHS. 

No.  166.  Birth-rate  per  1,000,  17.6 

There  were  166  births  registered  in  the  Ledbury  Rural  District 
during  1909,  of  which  91  were  boys  and  75  girls,  equal  to  a birth- 
rate per  1,000  of  17.6.  This  rate  is  3.6  per  1,000  below  that 
recorded  in  1908,  and  is  4.4  per  1,000  below  the  average  rate  of 
the  previous  ten  years  The  birth-rate  in  Rural  England  during 
1909  was  25.6  per  1,000. 

In  the  Registration  Sub-districts  the  birth-rate  was  : — 


Average  of 
10  years. 

1909.  1899-1908. 

Ledbury 16.2  ..  21.3 

Yarkhill 19.7  ..  23.1 


ILLEGITIMATE  BIRTHS. 

During  1909  there  were  registered  in  the  Ledbury  Rural 
District  11  illegitimate  births,  equal  to  6.6  per  cent,  of  the  total 
births,  or  to  1.1  per  1,000  of  the  population  living.  In  the 
Ledbury  Sub-district  5.6  per  cent,  of  the  births  were  illegitimate 
and  in  the  Yarkhill  Sub-district  7.6  per  cent. 

At  the  census  of  1901  there  were  in  the  Ledbury  Rural  District 
1,031  unmarried  women  and  widows  between  the  ages  of  15  and 
45  years.  The  proportion  of  illegitimate  births  per  1,000  of  these 
women  was  thus  10.6,  compared  with  11.5  per  1,000  in  the  six 
combined  Rural  Districts  in  1909.  In  the  whole  of  England  and 
Wales  there  were  in  1908  (the  latest  year  for  which  statistics  are 
available)  8.0  illegitimate  births  to  each  1,000  unmarried  and 
widowed  women  between  15  and  45  years. 
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DEATHS. 

No.  113.  Rate  per  1,000,  12.0. 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  Ledbury  Rural  District 
during  1909  was  95,  of  which  42  were  males  and  53  females. 
There  died  in  the  Ledbury  Workhouse  12  persons,  in  the  Ledbury 
Cottage  Hospital  3 persons,  in  the  County  Asylum  two  persons, 
and  in  the  Hereford  Hospital  two  persons,  residents  within  the 
Ledbury  Rural  District.  After  making  the  necessary  adjust- 
ments, the  number  of  deaths  among  residents  in  the  Ledbury  Rural 
District  was  113  (52  males  and  61  females),  equal  to  a death-rate 
per  1,000  of  12.0.  This  rate  is  1.6  per  1,000  below  that  recorded 
in  1908,  and  is  1.6  per  1,000  below  the  average  death-rate  of  the 
previous  ten  years.  (See  Table  I.,  p.  10 1.)  The  death-rate  in 
Rural  England  in  1909  was  13.6  per  1,000. 

Among  the  inhabitants  of  the  Castle  Frome  Parish,  with  a 
population  of  214  persons,  no  deaths  occurred  during  1909. 

In  the  Registration  Sub-districts  the  death-rates  were  : — 


Average  of 

10  years, 

1909. 

1899-1908. 

Ledbury  

..  11. 9 

12.4 

Yarkhill  

..  12. 1 

15. 1 

Ledbury  Rural  District 

..  12.0 

13.6 

I do  not  think  any  good  purpose  would  be  served  by  recording 
the  death-rate  for  each  parish  during  a single  year,  figures  covering 
so  short  a period  and  for  small  populations  would  only  be  mis- 
leading. 

In  the  following  eight  parishes,  each  of  which  has  a popu- 
lation of  more  than  400  persons,  the  death-rates  per  1,000  were 


as  follows  : — 

1901  1902  1903  1904  1905  1906  1907  1908  1909 

Bosbury  16.0  13.8  19.7  23.2  23.3  15.2  14. 1 18.9  17.8 

Colwall  8.4  9.2  11. o 8.9  6.3  10.4  5.6  7.3  9.4 

Eastnor  8.1  13.9  7.8  7.7  11. 4 5.6  7.4  20.1  5.4 

Ledbury  Rural  22.9  8.5  7.2  9.9  13.0  8.4  5.8  8.1  12.7 

Much  Marcle  ..  7.6  13.9  14. 1 19.3  12.9  23.0  15.0  17.0  10.5 

Tarrington  ..  21.0  12.6  18.7  20.8  10.4  12.4  14.5  8.9  8.1 

Woolhope  ....  17.5  11. 2 14.5  11. 1 9.5  20.8  4.9  19.4  11. 1 

Yarkhill  15.5  27.2  17.9  20.4  18. 1 18.2  22.9  18.5  18.6 

Corrected  Death-rate. — The  death-rate  among  females  is  lower 


than  it  is  among  males,  and  it  is  also  lower  at  ages  between  5 years  and  55 
years  than  it  is  below  or  above  this  period,  and  as  the  proportion  of  females 
to  males  and  of  persons  living  at  different  age-periods  varies  in  different 
localities,  it  is  obviously  necessary  to  make  certain  corrections  if  we  are 
to  compare  with  accuracy  the  death-rate  in  two  or  more  districts.  In  order 
to  make  a true  comparison  with  the  rest  of  the  country,  I have  worked  out 
the  factor  of  correction  for  Ledbury  Rural  District  and  the  death-rate  in 
1909  thus  corrected  was  11.3  per  1,000,  compared  with  a death-rate  of  13.6 
per  1,000  in  Rural  England  and  Wales.  The  corrected  average  death-rate 
in  the  previous  ten  years  in  Ledbury  Rural  District  was  12.9  per  1,000. 
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UNCERTIFIED  DEATHS. 
i.O  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths. 

Of  the  95  deaths  registered  in  the  Ledbury  Rural  District 
in  1909,  there  were  87  certified  by  registered  medical  practitioners, 
7 by  the  Coroner,  and  1 was  uncertified.  Given  as  percentages 
of  the  total  deaths,  91.6  per  cent,  were  certified  by  medical  prac- 
titioners, 7.4  per  cent,  by  the  Coroner,  and  1.0  per  cent,  were 
uncertified, 

The  cause  of  death  entered  by  the  Registrar  in  the  case  of  the 
uncertified  death  was  premature  decay. 


Table  A. 

The  following  table  gives  the  ages  at  death  during  1909  in 
various  groups  for  the  Ledbury  Rural  District,  the  registration 
sub-districts,  and  the  eight  largest  parishes. 


All 

Ages. 

u u 

is  S 
0 

Oh 

1 

to  5 

6 

to  15 

15 

to25 

25 
to  45 

45 

to  65 

65 

to  75 

75 

to  85 

500 

Ledbury  R.  Dist. 

113 

5 

5 

5 

2 

12 

24 

29 

20 

11 

Sub-Districts  : 

Ledbury 

65 

2 

5 

2 

I 

4 

12 

19 

12 

8 

Yarkhill  

48 

3 

0 

3 

I 

8 

12 

10 

8 

3 

Parishes  : 

Bosbury  

15 

1 

2 

2 

0 

0 

2 

4 

3 

1 

Colwall  

21 

1 

0 

0 

I 

2 

2 

7 

5 

3 

Eastnor 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

1 

I^edbury  

II 

0 

2 

0 

0 

2 

2 

3 

1 

1 

Much  Marcle. . . 

6 

0 

0 

1 

0 

2 

I 

1 

1 

0 

Tarrington 

4 

1 

0 

0 

I 

1 

I 

0 

0 

0 

Woolhope 

7 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

I 

3 

1 

1 

Yarkhill  

8 

0 

0 

1 

0 

2 

2 

1 

2 

0 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY.  Average  of 

io  years, 
1909.  1899-1908. 

Ledbury  Rural  District  ....  30  . . 83 

Rural  England  98  . . — 

The  amount  of  child  mortality  is  measured  by  stating  the 
number  of  children  who  have  died  under  one  year  old  within  a 
certain  period  in  proportion  to  1,000  births  during  the  same  period. 
In  the  Ledbury  Rural  District  during  1909  there  were  born  166 
children,  and  5 children  died  under  12  months  old.  The  infantile 
mortality  rate  was  thus  equal  to  30  per  1,000  births.  The  number 
is  below  the  average  (83)  for  the  previous  10  years. 

In  the  Registration  Sub-districts  the  infantile  mortality  rate 


Average  of 

10  years, 

1909. 

1899-1908. 

Ledbury 

22 

72 

Yarkhill  . . . . 

38 

97 

The  5 children  under  12  mouths  old  who  died  in  the  Ledbury 
Rural  District  during  1909  were  registered  as  having  died  from 
the  following  diseases : — Premature  birth,  bronchitis,  enteritis, 
inanition  and  tuberculosis. 

Illegitimate  Deaths. — There  were  no  deaths  in  the  Ledbury 
Rural  District  during  1908  or  1909  among  illegitimate  children 
under  12  months  old. 

ZYMOTIC  (INFECTIOUS)  DISEASES.  Average  of 


10  years, 
1909.  1899-1908. 

Death-rate  per  1,000  0.21  ..  0.42 

Death-rate  Rural  England  . . . . 0.80  . . — 


The  seven  diseases  named  below  are  those  which  are  included 
in  the  expression  “ principal  zymotic  diseases.” 


Small-pox  

No.  of  cases. 

1 

No.  of  deaths. 
0 

Measles  

* 

2 

Scarlet  fever 

13 

0 

Whooping  Cough 

* 

0 

Diphtheria 

0 

Typhoid  fever 

0 

0 

Diarrhoea  

* 

0 

* Not  notifiable. 
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Small-pox. — A patient  found  to  be  suffering  from  small-pox 
in  the  Ledbury  Urban  District  was  removed  into  the  Rural  District 
early  in  April.  He  was  treated  at  home.  All  those  who  had  been 
in  contact  with  him  were  vaccinated  or  le-vaccinated,  and  no 
further  case  occurred.  This  result  was  in  great  part  due  to  the 
care  which  was  given  to  the  case  by  Dr.  Arthur  Green,  the  medical 
practitioner  in  attendance. 

Scarlet  Fever. — The  thirteen  cases  of  scarlet  fever  occurred 
in  eight  different  parishes.  All  the  patients  recovered.  One 
patient  was  removed  from  Mathon  to  the  Hereford  Rural  Isolation 
Hospital. 

Diphtheria. — No  cases  of  diphtheria  were  reported  during 
1909. 

Typhoid  Fever. — No  cases  of  typhoid  fever  were  reported 
during  1909. 

ISOLATION  HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION. 

There  is  no  means  of  isolating  any  cases  of  infectious  disease 
within  the  Ledbury  Rural  District.  One  case  was  sent  to  the 
Hereford  Rural  Fever  Hospital  in  1909. 

Average  of 


Phthisis.  10  years, 

1909.  1899-1908. 

Death-rate  per  1,000  1.27  ..  0.84 


The  12  deaths — 6 males  and  6 females — from  consumption 
were  among  residents  from  the  parishes  of  Colwall  (3),  Bosbury, 
Wellington  Heath,  Putley  (2),  Much  Marcle  (2),  Little  Marcle, 
Mathon,  and  Yarkhill.  The  ages  at  death  ranged  from  2 to  70 
years. 

Two  cases  were  notified  under  the  Public  Health  (Tuberculosis) 
Regulations  1908,  none  under  the  voluntary  scheme. 

Average  of 


Cancer.  10  years, 

1909.  1899-1908. 

Death-rate  per  1,000  1.38  ..  1.15 


The  13  deaths — 5 males  and  8 females — occurred  among  resi- 
dents in  the  parishes  of  Bosbury  (3),  Mathon,  Canon  Frome,  Led- 
bury (2),  Eastnor,  Yarkhill  and  Colwall  (4).  The  ages  at  death 
ranged  from  36  to  94  years. 
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Table  B. 

LEDBURY  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Actual  Number  of  Deaths. 


Name  of  Disease. 

1899 

1900 

j 1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 

IG 

Ci 

1 1906 

1907 

1908 

Total 
1899  to 
1908 

1908 

Smallpox 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Measles  

0 

0 

1 

1 

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Scarlet  Fever 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

Whooping  Cough  . . 
Diphtheria  and 

1 

1 

4 

0 

2 

2 

1 

1 

0 

0 

12 

0 

Membranous  Croup  . . 

0 

2 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

6 

1 

Typhoid  Fever 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

2 

1 

Influenza  

11 

24 

3 

3 

3 

2 

8 

4 

3 

2 

63 

2 

Diarrhoea 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

2 

1 

0 

0 

1 

11 

1 

Puerperal  Fever  .. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

Erysipelas  

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

2 

0 

Phthisis  

3 

8 

5 

8 

9 

9 

12 

3 

7 

13 

77 

13 

Cancer  

Bronchitis,  Pneumonia, 

12 

11 

7 

12 

8 

9 

4 

10 

12 

21 

106 

21 

Pleurisy,  &c 

6 

11 

15 

18 

12 

19 

12 

14 

5 

14 

126 

14 

Heart  Diseases 

13 

20 

12 

13 

16 

19 

15 

25 

16 

14 

163 

14 

Accidents  

6 

8 

5 

3 

2 

3 

3 

0 

2 

4 

36 

4 

94 
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Table  C. 

LEDBURY  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Actual  Number  of  Deaths. 


Year. 

M 
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r-M  CJ 

'hooping 

Cough. 

.5 

"u 

G 
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O 

H 
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1875 

0 

2 

0 

0 

i 

0 

0 

0 

3 

1870 

0 

1 

10 

4 

5 

0 

0 

4 

24 

1877 

i 

0 

0 

1 

2 

0 

2 

2 

8 

1878 

0 

0 

7 

0 

3 

0 

0 

1 

11 

1879 

0 

3 

0 

3 

5 

0 

0 

0 

11 

1880 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

1 

3 

1881 

0 

0 

1 

1 

8 

0 

0 

2 

12 

1882 

l 

0 

8 

0 

3 

0 

0 

3 

15 

1883 

0 

0 

3 

10 

0 

0 

1 

4 

18 

1884 

0 

9 

0 

1 

0 

0 

2 

4 

10 

1885 

0 

9 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

4 

15 

1880 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

7 

9 

1887 

0 

0 

1 

1 

2 

0 

1 

4 

9 

1888 

0 

0 

0 

2 

3 

0 

1 

1 

7 

1889 

0 

2 

0 

4 

0 

0 

0 

2 

8 

1890 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

4 

7 

1891 

0 

8 

4 

0 

9 

0 

0 

1 

22 

1802 

0 

0 

2 

0 

4 

0 

1 

1 

8 

1893 

0 

1 

3 

5 

1 

0 

2 

5 

17 

1894 

0 

1 

0 

3 

1 

0 

0 

4 

9 

1896 

0 

0 

4 

8 

4 

0 

2 

3 

21 

1890 

0 

1 

0 

6 

1 

0 

0 

5 

13 

1897 

0 

0 

2 

1 

1 

0 

0 

1 

5 

1898 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

6 

1899 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

2 

1900 

0 

0 

0 

1 

2 

0 

0 

1 

4 

1901 

0 

1 

0 

4 

0 

0 

0 

3 

1 8 

1902 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

3 

1903 

0 

4 

1 

o 

1 

0 

0 

1 

9 

1904 

0 

0 

1 

2 

0 

0 

0 

2 

6 

1005 

0 

0 

0 

| 1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

2 

1900 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1907  

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

2 

1908  

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

1 

3 
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o 

o 

O 

LEDBURY  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


95 


HOUSE  ACCOMMODATION. 

The  average  number  of  persons  per  house  at  the  last  census 
was  4.5. 

Broadly  speaking,  the  houses  are  well  built,  and  in  fairly 
good  condition.  Thatched  roofs  are  giving  place  to  tiles  or  slates, 
In  every  district  there  is  a noticeable  absence  of  rain  water  gutters, 
thus  rendering  houses  permanently  damp.  Even  upon  what  I 
should  otherwise  regard  as  model  cottages  I have  found  the 
gutters  absent. 

SEWERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE. 

There  is  combined  drainage  in  the  parishes  of  Colwall,  Eastnor 
and  Bosbury,  and  to  a limited  extent  in  Tarrington.  Elsewhere, 
the  drainage  from  residential  houses  discharges  on  to  adjoining 
land  or  into  watercourses.  In  a few  instances  filtration  (contact) 
beds  have  been  formed.  Slop  drains  from  cottages  drain  into 
roadside  ditches,  a practice  which  should  be  discontinued.  Farm 
houses  and  cottages  are  provided  as  a rule  with  privy  middens, 
though  earth  closets  are  being  increasingly  adopted.  Very  few 
pail  closets  are  in  use. 

HOUSEHOLD  REFUSE. 

The  Council  does  not  undertake  the  removal  of  household 
refuse. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

I have  uot  been  able  to  find  a definite  resolution  oi  the 
Sanitary  Authority  relating  to  a " reasonable  distance  ” within 
which  there  should  be  a water  supply  to  houses,  but  there  appears 
to  be  a tradition  that  it  should  be  500  yards  in  the  case  of  old  and 
200  yards  in  the  case  of  new  houses. 

There  are  combined  supplies  in  the  parishes  of  Colwall, 
Eastnor,  and  Tarrington.  The  Colwall  supply  (Mr.  Ballard’s)  is 
to  about  70  houses  in  Mid-Colwall,  from  a spring  on  the  hillside, 
whence  the  water  is  piped  to  a few  houses.  The  Malvern  supply 
is  now  available  for  the  parish  of  Colwall.  In  the  villages  of 
Eastnor  and  Tarrington  practially  every  house  is  supplied  with 
water  brought  in  pipes  from  hillside  springs.  Elsewhere,  deep  and 
shallow  wells  and  dip  wells  on  the  roadside  or  in  fields  are  the 
available  sources  of  supply.  The  walls  of  the  wells  are  dry-steyned, 
and  the  lining  is  rarely  carried  above  the  level  of  the  surrounding 
ground.  It  is  possible,  therefore,  for  pollution  to  take  place. 

The  text  of  Sec.  26  of  the  Malvern  Water  Act,  1905,  which 
provides  for  the  supply  of  Colwall  from  the  Malvern  mains,  will 
be  found  in  the  report  for  1907  (page  101). 
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DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS  AND  MIEKSHOPS. 

A leaflet,  containing  the  provisions  of  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds 
and  Milkshops  Order,  1885,  has  been  printed  for  distribution  by 
the  Redbmy  Rural  District  Council.  Regulations  have  been 
made  under  the  Order.  Public  notice  was  given  during  1906  of 
the  necessity  for  registration.  With  the  exception  of  one  or  two 
churns,  which  are  sent  to  Paddington  daily,  all  the  milk  produced 
is  sold  in  the  district. 

The  number  of  dairies  and  milkshops  on  the  register  at  the 
end  of  1909  was  11,  situated  in  the  following  parishes  : — Bosbury, 
Colwall  (4),  Ledbury  Rural,  Ashperton,  Wellington  Heath,  Much 
Marcle,  Tarrington,  and  Mathon. 

slaughter-houses. 

There  are  seven  slaughter-houses  in  the  district,  situated  in 
the  parishes  of  Bosbury,  Colwall  (3),  Tarrington,  Putley,  and  Much 
Marcle.  There  are  no  by-laws  in  force  with  respect  to  slaughter- 
houses. They  are  all  kept  in  a fairly  good  condition.  No  meat 
was  found  during  1909  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption. 

BAKEHOUSES. 

There  are  public  bakehouses  in  the  parishes  of  Colwall  (3), 
Bosbury  (2),  Pixley,  Eastnor,  Much  Marcle,  Munsley,  Ashperton, 
Tarrington,  Putley  (2),  Castle  Erome  and  Woolhope.  They  are 
all  now  kept  tolerably  clean. 

COMMON  LODGING-HOUSES. 

There  are  no  common  lodging-houses  in  the  Ledbury  Rural 
District,  and  no  by-laws  have  been  made  in  respect  of  this  class 
of  house. 

SCHOOLS. 

Most  of  the  schools  are  well  provided  with  water.  A noticeable 
exception  is  in  the  case  of  the  schools  at  Castle  Frome.  There 
is  no  water  on  the  premises,  and  a supply  has  to  be  carried  some 
distance. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  methods  of  dealing  with  cases  of  infectious  diseases  are 
described  on  pages  9 and  10  of  the  Report  for  1907. 

PERMISSIVE  POWERS. 

The  Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act,  1890,  was  adopted 
on  March  2nd,  1897,  taking  effect  from  June  6th,  1897.  The 
Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890,  has  not  been  adopted. 

Urban  Powers. — The  District  Council  possess  urban  powers 
enabling  them  to  make  by-laws  with  respect  to  new  buildings 
erected  in  the  parish  of  Colwall. 
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The  Colwall  Parish  Council  has  each  year  since  1896  been 
appointed  a committee  in  accordance  with  Sec.  56  of  the  Local 
Government  Act,  1894,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  the  Public 
Health  Act  in  the  parish  of  Colwall. 

By-laws. — By-laws  with  respect  to  new  buildings  erected 
in  the  parish  of  Colwall  were  allowed  by  the  L-G.B.  on  June  21st, 
1898. 

By-laws  with  respect  to  the  removal  of  house  refuse  and  the 
cleansing  of  earth  closets,  privies,  ashpits,  and  cesspools  in  the 
parish  of  Colwall  were  allowed  by  the  L-G.B.  on  January  2nd, 
1904  (see  p.  11 4 of  Annual  Report  for  1903). 

HOP-PICKERS. 

The  question  of  adopting  By-laws  for  securing  the  decent 
lodging  and  accommodation  of  hop-pickers,  &c.,  has  been  con- 
sidered on  various  occasions  by  the  Council,  with  the  result 
indicated  on  p.  88  ( ct . seq.)  of  the  Report  for  1908. 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 

Air.  T.  Cawsey,  who  holds  the  certificate  of  the  (Roval 
Sanitary  Institute,  was  appointed  for  one  year  in  1896,  and  was 
re-appointed  for  a term  of  three  years  from  October  21st,  1908. 
He  re<  > iv<  s a s lary  of  £110  per  annum,  one-half  of  which  is  repaid 
from  the  county  funds.  He  pays  his  own  travelling  and  incidental 
expense  s,  except  stamps  and  stationery.  He  rides  a bicycle.  The 
only  other  office  held  by  him  is  that  of  Building  Inspector  for  the 
parish  of  Colwall. 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT. 

In  submitting  my  report  for  the  past  year,  I beg  to  state  all 
complaints  received  by  me  were  investigated  and  the  necessary 
steps  taken  to  remove  the  cause. 

In  my  periodical  inspections  I found  the  bakehouses,  with  one 
exception,  kept  clean.  I have  warned  the  occupier  that  stringent 
proceedings  would  be  taken  against  him  if  bakehouse  and  utensils 
were  not  kept  clean. 

Slaughter-houses  as  usual  are  kept  clean.  Blacksmiths’ 
shops  and  other  workshops  are  periodically  whitelimed  and 
cleansed  down. 

No  legal  proceedings  have  been  taken  during  the  year. 

Sanitary  work  and  new  buildings  in  the  parish  of  Colwall  has 
progressed  very  satisfactorily.  Another  section  of  sewer  has  been 
carried  out  during  the  year  at  a cost  of  over  £200.  At  the  time 
of  writing  it  is  proposed  to  carry  out  a section  at  Upper  Colwall, 
which  will  nearly  complete  that  portion  of  Colwall  known  as  the 
Wyche. 


98 


LEDBURY  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


Many  thousand  of  hop-pickers  come  to  this  district  during  the 
hop-picking  season.  In  only  one  case  have  I found  overcrowding, 
and  in  that  case  too  many  people  came  and  the  hop-grower  out  of 
kindness  gave  them  shelter  until  they  could  find  employment 
elsewhere. 

Hop-growers  provide  fairly  good  shelter  and  clean  straw  as 
bedding  for  their  hop-pickers  ; but  in  my  opinion  a good  bath 
would  be  beneficial  to  the  majority  of  them  before  they  came  here, 
especially  those  who  come  from  large  towns  and  industrial  centres. 
I am  sorry  to  say  their  habits  when  here  are  far  from  being  clean  ; 
in  fact  I believe  it  is  an  annual  holiday  for  the  sake  of  their  health, 
and  as  far  as  health  is  concerned  undoubtedly  it  does  them  good. 
It  is  only  necessary  to  take  note  of  their  appearance  on  arrival 
and  again  on  their  departure  to  be  convinced  of  the  truth  of  the 
above  remarks. 

Cowsheds  are  very  primitive  in  the  majority  of  cases,  very  few 
being  up-to-date.  Utensils  and  dairies  throughout  the  district 
are  kept  very  clean. 

I have  great  trouble  in  persuading  owners  of  property  to  put 
gutters  and  down  pipes  to  their  properties.  I found  in  one  case 
the  owner  had  taken  gutters  from  the  farm  outbuildings  to 
repair  the  eaves  gutters  on  a house.  I may  here  state  that  it  is 
quite  as  essential  to  put  eaves  gutters  and  down  pipes  to  out- 
buildings as  it  is  to  houses.  Xo  house  or  outbuildings  can  be 
sanitary  without  proper  eaves  gutters  and  down  pipes  ; in  fact 
it  adds  many  years  to  the  life  of  such  buildings  by  preventing 
damp  walls. 

The  surroundings  of  all  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified 
during  the  year  have  been  investigated  and  reported  with  all 
particulars  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  By  the  request  and 
advice  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  I disinfect  all  houses  after 
death  of  persons  who  have  died  from  tuberculosis  and  cancer. 

I again  thank  owners  and  occupiers  generally  for  the  help  I 
receive  from  them  in  carrying  out  my  duties  by  so  readily  com- 
plying with  my  requests. 

SUMMARY  OF  WORK  DONE  BY  THE  SANITARY 

INSPECTOR. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 


Cases  inquired  into 15 

Patients  removed  to  hospital  1 

Houses  disinfected  and  cleansed 17 

Cases  of  illegal  exposure 0 


LEDBURY  RURAL  DISTRICT.  99 

HOUSES. 

Erected  19 

Made  fit  for  habitation 4 

Closed  as  unfit  for  habitation  1 

Cleansed  and  whitewashed 36 

Overcrowding  abated  3 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Wells  sunk  7 

Wells  cleansed  and  repaired 10 

Wells  closed  I 

Samples  of  water  sent  for  analysis 19 

Houses  supplied  from  waterworks  262 

HOUSE  DRAINS. 

Laid  or  relaid 92 

Cleansed,  trapped,  and  ventilated  42 

Defective  waste-pipes  rectified  16 

Insanitary  lavatories,  sinks  and  urinals  rectified  . . 15 

Dumb  wells  rectified  21 

WATER  CLOSETS. 

Additional  provided  35 

Repaired,  ventilated,  or  provided  with  cisterns  . . 21 

PRIVIES  AND  ASHPITS. 

Privies  and  ashpits  provided  11 

Converted  to  w.c.’s  18 

Converted  into  pail  closets 16 

Repaired 18 

SCAVENGING. 

Privies  and  ashpits  ordered  to  be  cleansed 68 

Portable  receptacles  ordered  to  be  cleansed . . . . 33 

SLAUGHTER-HOUSES . 

On  register  7 

DAIRIES  AND  COWSHEDS. 

On  register  and  inspected  11 

Contraventions  of  D.C.  and  M.  Order o 

CLERICAL  WORK. 

Letters  written  246 

Notices  served  73 

Notices  complied  with 65 

Notices  outstanding  8 

THOMAS  CAWSEY, 

Certified  Sanitary  Inspector, 

Member  of  the  Sanitary 
edbury,  Inspectors'  Association. 

January  19 th,  iqio, 
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LEDBURY  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Census  Returns. 


Sub-districts  and 
Parishes. 

Area 

in 

Acres. 

Inhabited 

Houses. 

Population. 

Person'  per 
House. 

1891 

1901 

1891 

1901 

1891 

1901 

LEDBURY  

24656 

1036 

1121 

4696 

5099 

4.5 

4.5 

Bosbury  

4825 

217 

210 

916 

872 

4.2 

4.1 

Coddington  

1028 

35 

33 

168 

144 

4.8 

4.3 

3835 

312 

402 

1506 

1892 

4.8 

4.7 

Donnington 

1038 

20 

20 

112 

112 

5.6 

5.6 

Eastnor  

3193 

94 

105 

413 

491 

4.4 

4.6 

Ledbury  rural  

6666 

166 

166 

783 

827 

4.7 

4.9 

Mathon  rural  

3038 

88 

91 

379 

387 

4.3 

4.2 

Wellington  Heath  

1033 

104 

94 

419 

374 

4.0 

4.0 

YARKHILL  

25209 

891 

883 

3992 

3969 

4 4 

4 5 

Ashperton  

1692 

90 

81 

362 

363 

4.0 

4.4 

Ay!  ton  

839 

18 

IS 

92 

79 

5.1 

4.3 

Canon  Frome  

1053 

19 

20 

114 

120 

6.0 

6.0 

Castle  Frome  

1567 

37 

37 

165 

192 

4.4 

5.1 

E gl  ton  

738 

30 

30 

124 

113 

4.1 

3.7 

Little  Marcl  

1219 

28 

34 

152 

168 

5.4 

4.9 

Much  Marcle  

45  >5 

166 

156 

756 

654 

4.5 

4.1 

Munsley  

1487 

42 

41 

211 

196 

5.0 

4.7 

Pixlev  

1086 

28 

37 

144 

179 

5.1 

4.8 

Put  lev  

1110 

49 

54 

217 

266 

4.4 

4.9 

Stretlon  Grandison  

841 

22 

23 

78 

88 

3.5 

3.8 

Tarrington  

2236 

113 

111 

456 

476 

4.2 

4.2 

Woolhope  

4414 

141 

139 

647 

626 

4.6 

4.5 

Yaikhill  

2302 

108 

102 

474 

449 

4.1 

4.4 

RURAL  DISTRICT  

| 4981.5 

1927 

2004 

8688 

9068 

4.5 

4.5 

IOI 


Table  I.  (Local  Government  Board). 

LEDBURY  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  During  1909  and 

Previous  Years. 


Population  estimated  to 
middle  of  each  year. 

Births. 

Total  Deaths  Regis- 
tered IN  THE 
District. 

Under  1 
year  of  age 

At  all  ages. 

\ ear. 

Number. 

* 

O 

eg 

Number. 

1C  it  | • r 
1,000  Births 
registered.  I 

Number. 

Rate.  * 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

1899  .. 

9003 

244 

27-1 

14 

57 

109 

12’11 

1900  .. 

9041 

210 

23'2 

24 

114 

154 

17.0 

1901  .. 

9079 

217 

23’9 

2C 

92 

112 

123 

1902  .. 

9117 

188 

20-6 

17 

90 

114 

12’5 

1903  .. 

9155 

204 

22 '2 

23 

112 

107 

11  '6 

1904  .. 

9193 

201 

21 ’8 

16 

79 

117 

12 ’7 

1905  .. 

9231 

211 

228 

18 

85 

95 

10’2 

1906  .. 

9209 

182 

190 

20 

109 

115 

12*4 

1907  .. 

9307 

174 

1ST, 

7 

40 

86 

9’ 2 

1908  .. 

9345 

199 

21-2 

14 

70 

105 

1T2 

A verages 
for  year 

1 99-1908 

9174 

203 

22-0 

17 

83 

111 

120 

1909 

9381 

166 

17*6 

5 

30 

95 

10*1 

"O  O h • 
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_+.  Deaths  of  Residents  regis- 

£ tered  in  Public  Institutions 
beyond  the  District. 

Nett 
Deaths  at 
all  Ages 

BELONGING 
TO  THE 

District 

-Q  | * 

5 1 d 

r*  1 

, 1 d 

£ ! M 

12  13 

9 

118  j 131 

19 

173  19'  1 

11 

123  13*5 

13 

120  13  9 

13 

120i  13'1 

17 

1341  14 ’5 

13 

108  11*6 

10 

125  13.4 

14 

127!  13*8 

i 23 

128  13*6 

11 

125  130 

15 

U3  12*0 

* Rates  in  Columns  4,  8,  and  13  calculated  per  1,000  of  estimated  population. 

Note — The  deaths  included  in  Column  7 of  this  tablo  are  the  whole  of  those  registered 
during  the  year  as  having  actually  occurred  within  the  district.  The  deaths  included  in 
Column  12  are  the  number  in  Column  7,  corrected  by  the  subtraction  of  the  number 
in  Column  10  and  the  addition  of  the  number  in  Column  11. 

By  the  term  “ Non-residents  ” is  meant  persons  brought  into  the  district  on  account 
of  sickness  or  infirmity,  and  dying  in  public  institutions  there:  and  by  the  term 
Residents’  is  meant  persons  who  have  been  taken  out  of  the  district  on  account  of 
sickness  or  infirmity,  and  have  died  in  public  institutions  elsewhere. 

T 1 he  “Public  Institutions”  taken  into  account  for  the  purposes  of  these  Tables  are 
the  Workhouse,  the  Ledbury  Cottage  Hospital,  the  County  Asylum,  and  the  Worcestershire 
bounty  Asylum,  beyond  the  district  (Col.  11). 

The  Union  Workhouse  is  not  in  the  Ledbury  Rural  District. 

Area  of  District  in  acres 
(exclusive  of  area 
covered  by  water). 


Total  population  at  all  ages 9,068  3 

49,758  Number  of  inhabited  houses  2,004  -~j 

I "*■* 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  ..  4*5'  <j 


of  1901. 
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Table  II.  (Local  Government  Board). 
LEDBURY  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Vital  Statistics  of  Registration  Sub-Districts  in  1909 

AND  PREVIOUS  YEARS. 

Corrected  for  Residents  and  Non-residents. 


Names  of 
Localities 

Ledbury 

Yarkhill. 

Year. 

Population  esti- 
mated to  middle 
of  each  year. 

Births  regis- 
tered. 

1 Deaths  at  all 

Ages. 

Deaths  under 

1 year. 

Population  esti- 
mated to  middle 
of  each  year. 

Births  regis- 

tered. 

Deaths  at  all 

ages. 

Deaths  under 

1 year. 

o 

c 

d 

a 

b 

c 

d 

1899 

5029 

136 

63 

4 

3974 

108 

55 

10 

1900 

5069 

118 

93 

11 

3972 

92 

80 

13 

1901 

5109 

126 

66 

11 

3970 

91 

57 

9 

1902 

5149 

107 

62 

9 

3968 

81 

65 

8 

1903 

5189 

112 

67 

13 

3966 

92 

53 

10 

1904 

5229 

109 

67 

8 

3964 

92 

67 

8 

1905 

5269 

110 

61 

11 

3962 

101 

47 

7 

1906 . . . 

5309 

100 

59 

9 

3960 

82 

66 

11 

1907. . . . 

5349 

92 

49 

2 

3958 

82 

51 

5 

1908 

5389 

90 

00 

4 

3956 

103 

62 

10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Averages  of 

5209 

Ill 

65 

8 

3965 

92 

60 

9 

Years 

*21-3 

*12.4 

t”2 

*23‘1 

*151 

197 

1899  to 1908 

5131 

88 

65 

2 

3950 

78 

48 

3 

1909 

*10-2 

*11  9 

122 

*19  7 

*121 

+38 

Notes. — 

(1)  The  separate  localities  adopted  for  this  Table  are  the  registration  sub-districts. 

(2)  Deaths  of  residents  occurring  in  public  institutions  beyond  the  district  are  included 

in  sub-columns  c of  this  Table,  and  those  of  non-residents  registered  in  public 
institutions  in  the  district  excluded. 

(3)  Deaths  of  residents  occurring  in  public  institutions,  whether  within  or  without  the 

district,  are  allotted  to  the  respective  localities  according  to  the  addresses  of  the 
deceased. 

(4)  The  gross  totals  of  the  several  columns  in  this  Table  respectively  equal  the  corre- 

sponding totals  for  the  whole  districts  in  Tables  I.  and  IV. : thus,  the  totals  or 
sub-columns  a,  b and  c agree  with  the  figures  for  the  year  in  the  columns  2>  3 
and  12  respectively  of  Table  I.  ; the  gross  total  of  the  sub-column  c agrees  with 
the  total  of  column  2 in  Table  IV.,  and  the  gross  total  of  sub-coluiun  d with  the 
total  of  column  3 in  Table  IV. 

* Rate  per  1000  persons  living, 
t Rate  per  1000  births,  or  infantile  mortality  rate. 
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Hereford  Rural  Isolation  Hospital  in  1909. 
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TABLE  V.  (Locai  Government  Board). 

LEDBURY  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Infant  Mortality  during  the  Year  1909 
Corrected  for  Residents  and  Non-Residents. 

Deaths  from  stated  Causes  in  Weeks  and  Months  under 
One  Year  of  Age. 


' .a 

i c 


I " 

CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 


All  Causes. 
Certified 
Uncertified 


Small-pox 

Chicken-pox  

Measles  

Scarlet  Fever  

Diphtheria  ; Croup  . . 
Whooping  Cough 
Diarrhoea,  all  forms  . . 
Enteritis  (not  Tuberculous) 
Gastritis,  Gastro-intestinnl 

Catarrh  

Premature  Birth 
Congenital  Defects 

Injury  at  Birth 

Want  of  Breast-milk . . 
Atrophy,  Debility, 

Marasmus  . 
Tuberculous  Meningitis  . 
Tuberculous  Peritonitis  : 

Tabes  Mesenti  rica 
Other  Tuberculous  Disea.*' 

Erysipelas  

Heart  failure 

Rickets  

Meningitis  (not  Tuberculous) 
Convulsions 

Bronchitis 

Laryngitis 

Pneumonia 

Accident  

Inanition 
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Rural  District  of  Ledbury  : — Population  (estimated  to  middle  of  1909),  93S1. 
Births  in  1909  >55 

Illegitimate,  n 

^ c ( Legitimate  infants,  s 

Deaths  in  1909  of  * 6 . J 

( Illegitimate  infants  o 

Deaths  from  all  causos  at  all  ages  (corrected  for  Residents  and  Non-residents)  113 


j under  One  Year) 


LEDBURY  RURAL  DISTRICT. 
WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES. 
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From  information  furnished  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  a 
Register  of  the  Workshops  situated  within  the  Ledbury  Rural 
District  has  been  made. 

Attention  has  been  paid  during  1909  to  the  limewashing  of 
Blacksmiths’  Shops. 


The  following  is  a summary  of  the  Register  of  Workshops. 


Parish. 

Bootmaker. 

- 1 
2 

2 

m 

8 

S 

j Carpenter 

| Dressmaker 

1 

Machinist 

| Tailor 

Saddler 

Wheelwright 

Total 

Ashperton 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

2 

Bosbury  

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

5 

Canon  Frome  ..  .. 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Castle  Frome 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

Coddington 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Colwall 

1 

3 

5 

3 

I 

2 

0 

2 

17 

Eastnor  

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

L 

3 

Ledbury  rural  .. 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

3 

Mathon 

0 

2 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

4 

Much  Marcle 

1 

4 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

Putley  

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Stretton  Grandison 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Tarrington 

0 

0 

1 

2 

0 

0 

i 0 

1 

6 

Wellington  Heath 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

Yarkhill  

2 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

5 

Wool  hope 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

3 

Total  ..  ..  .. 

5 

26 

11 

6 

1 

3 

T 

11 

63 

Number  of  Inspections  of  Workshops 

» .»  Workplaces 

Defects  Found  

Defective  Privy  Accommodation  remedied 
No  of  Outworkers 


215 

25 

42 

4 

I 


ioS 

LEOMINSTER  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


Area  in  acres  (exclusive  of  water) 

1891. 

I()OI. 

55,326 

I909. 

• • 55,326 

Population  (census) 

8,384  . . 

7,9H 

— 

Population  (Midsummer)  . . 

— 

7,896 

• • 7,521 

Inhabited  houses  

1,875  . . 

1,872 

— 

Persons  per  house  

4-5  • • 

4.2 

— 

Rateable  value  25th  March 

— 

£77,763 

..  £79,641 

A penny  rate  produces 

— 

— 

£239 

Number  of  parishes 

— 

26 

26 

Birth-rate  per  1,000  population 

— 

24.4 

21-5 

Death-rate  all  causes  per  1,000.  . 

16.5  .. 

13.6 

17. 1 

,,  corrected  for  sex  and  age  . . 

14. 1 .. 

13-7 

14.6 

PHYSICAL  FEATURES  AND 

GENERA! 

CIIARAC 

TER. 

The  Rural  District  of  Leominster  is  situated  in  the  north-east  corner 
of  the  county,  and  does  not  quite  surround  the  Urban  District  of  Leominster. 
It  is  bounded  on  the  north  bv  the  County  of  Salop,  on  the  east  by  the  County 
of  Worcester  and  the  Bromyard  Rural  District,  on  the  south  by  the  Hereford 
Rural  District,  and  on  the  west  by  the  Weobley  and  Wiguiore  Rural  Districts. 
The  district  is  for  the  most  part  flat,  with  rising  ground  on  the  western  and 
southern  boundaries. 

Leominster  railway  station  (in  the  Leominster  Urban  District)  is  224ft. 
above  sea-level,  and  Bodenham  is  200ft.  A range  of  hills  on  the  west  rises 
to  943ft.,  and  in  the  middle  of  the  district  a range  of  hills  runs  from  north 
to  south  rising  to  500ft.  at  Middleton  Hill.  Dinmore  Hill  in  the  south  is 
943t't.  above  sea-level.  The  river  Lugg  enters  the  district  about  the  middle 
of  the  western  boundary  ; it  flows  in  an  easterly  direction  through  the 
borough  of  Leominster,  again  enters  the  Rural  District,  and  flows  in  a wind- 
ing bed  due  south.  The  river  'feme  flows  through  the  northern  portion  of 
the  district  from  west  to  east,  and  the  river  Arrow  flows  from  west  to  east 
through  a part  of  the  western  portion. 

Geologically  the  district  is  Old  Red  Sandstone  with  alluvial  deposit  in 
the  low-lying  portions  following  the  courses  of  the  rivers. 

In  the  parishes  of  Croft,  Ford,  Hope,  Laysters,  Luctou,  and  Stoke  Prior 
limestone  crops  up. 

A clay  subsoil  is  found  over  the  greater  portion  of  the  district,  and  a 
subsoil  of  gravel  in  parts  of  the  parishes  of  Bodenham,  Docklow,  Lye,  Ford, 
Kingsland,  Yarpole,  Stoke  Prior,  and  Brimfield.  The  hilly  portions  of 
Lucton,  Croft,  Yarpole,  Orleton,  and  Richard’s  Castle  are  on  rock. 

There  are  within  the  district  26  parishes,  ail  of  which  are  in  the  county 
of  Hereford,  but  the  Rural  District  is  not  co-terminous  either  with  the 
Registration  District  or  with  the  Poor-law  Union,  which  include  the  Borough 
of  Leominster  and  Leomins. . Out-parish.  In  the  Leominster  Registration 
District  and  Poor-law  Union  are  23  parishes  in  the  icnbury  Registration 
District  and  Poor  law  U i m ar  I vo  parishes  ( Brimfield  and  Little  Hereford), 
and  tin  parish  of  Richard’s  Castle  is  in  the  Ludlow  Registration  District 
and  Poor-law  Union.  The  population  in  * he  26  parishes  of  the  Rural  District 
at  the  census  of  1901  varied  from  10  in  Xcwhanipton  to  975  in  Kingsland. 
There  are  collections  of  houses  into  villages  at  Kingsland,  Bodenham,  Hope- 
under  Dinmore,  Stoke  Prior,  Brimfield,  Orleton,  Yarpole,  Kimbolton,  Luston, 
and  Hatfield. 

There  are  43  miles  of  county  main  roads  and  156  miles  of  district  roads 
in  the  Leominster  Rural  District. 

INDUSTRIES. 

The  industries  are  entirely  of  an  agricultural  nature,  hops  and  fruit 
being  largely  grown,  and  there  is  extensive  breeding  of  Herefordshire  cattle. 
There  are  corn  mills  in  Bodenham,  Kytou,  Humber,  Kingsland,  kittle  Here- 
ford, Lucton,  Orleton,  and  Pudlestone.  Clogs  are  made  in  Hatfield. 
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RECENT  ALTERATIONS  IN  AREA. 

An  account  of  the  recent  alterations  in  area  will  be  found  on 
p.  132  of  my  Report  for  1904. 

POPULATION. 

The  population  of  the  Rural  Sanitary  District  at  the  census 
of  1891  was  8,121,  and  of  the  Rural  District  as  it  is  now  con- 
stituted the  population  was  8,384.  The  alterations  in  area  referred 
to  above  account  for  the  difference.  The  estimated  population 
at  the  middle  of  1908,  and  upon  which  the  figures  in  this  report 

are  based,  is  7.521- 

There  was  a decrease  in  the  population  of  the  whole  district 
between  1891  and  1901  of  473  persons,  and  there  was  a decrease 
in  22  of  the  26  parishes,  the  aggregate  increase  in  the  four 
remaining  parishes  being  only  76. 

BIRTHS. 

No.  162.  Birth-rate  per  1,000,  21.5. 

In  the  L 'Ominster  Rural  District  during  1909,  162  births  were 
registered,  of  which  number  77  were  boys  and  85  girls,  equal  to 
a birth-rate  per  1,000  of  21.5.  This  rate  is  1.1  per  1,000  below 
that  recorded  in  1908,  and  is  1.5  per  r,ooo  below  the  average  rate 
of  the  previous  ten  years.  The  birth-rate  in  Rural  England  during 
1909  was  25.6  per  1,000.  A reference  to  p.  4 will  show  that  the 
birth-rate  in  the  Leominster  Rural  District  is  reallv  higher  than 
that  prevailing  in  England  and  Wales  generally. 


In  the  Registration  Sub-districts  the  birth-rates 

1909. 

per  1,000 
Average  of 
10  years, 
1899-1908. 

Leominster 

19.0 

22.9 

Bodenham 

25.0 

23.1 

Kingsland  . 

1S.9 

23.8 

Tenbury 

23.5 

20.5 

Ludlow 

30.0 

* Average  of  8 years. 

ILLEGITIMATE  B I RTHS . 

21 . I* 

During  1909  there  were  registered  in  the  Leominster  Rural 
District  10  illegitimate  births,  equal  to  6.1  per  cent,  of  the  total 
births,  or  to  1.3  per  1,000  of  the  population  living.  In  the 
Leominster  Sub-district  3.8  per  cent,  of  the  births  were  illegitimate, 
in  the  Bodenham  9.6,  in  the  Kingsland  5.3,  and  in  the  Tenbury 
4.7  per  cent.  All  the  births  in  the  Ludlow  sub-district  were 
legitimate. 
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At  the  census  of  1901  there  were  in  the  Leominster  Rural 
District  909  unmarried  women  and  widows  between  the  ages  of 
15  and  45  years.  The  proportion  of  illegitimate  births  per  1,000 
of  these  women  was  thus  10,  compared  with  11.15  per  1,000  in 
the  six  combined  districts  in  1909.  In  the  whole  of  England  and 
Wales  there  were  in  1908  (the  latest  year  for  which  statistics  are 
available)  8.0  illegitimate  births  to  each  1,000  unmarried  women 
and  widows  between  15  and  45  years. 

DEATHS. 

No.  129.  Rate  per  1,000,  17. 1. 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  Leominster  Rural 
District  during  1909  was  116,  of  which  62  were  males  and  54 
females.  There  died  in  the  Leominster  Workhouse  6 persons,  in 
the  Herefordshire  General  Hospital  three  persons,  in  the  County 
Asylum  three  persons,  and  in  a Liverpool  Hospital  one  person, 
who  were  residents  within  the  Leominster  Rural  District.  After 
making  the  necessary  adjustments,  the  number  of  deaths  among 
residents  in  the  Leominster  Rural  District  was  129  (72  males  and 
57  females),  ecpial  to  a death-rate  per  1,000  of  17. 1.  This  rate 
is  0.3  per  1,000  above  that  recorded  in  1908,  and  is  1.2  per  1,000 
above  the  average  death-rate  in  the  previous  ten  years.  (See 
Table  I.,  p.  121.)  The  death-rate  in  Rural  England  in  1909  was 
13.6  per  1,000. 

Corrected  Death-rate. — The  death-rate  among  females  is  lower 
than  it  is  among  males,  and  it  is  also  lower  at  ages  between  5 years  and  55 
years  than  it  is  below  or  above  this  period,  and  as  the  proportion  of  females 
to  males  and  of  persons  living  at  different  age-periods  varies  in  different 
localities,  it  is  obviously  necessary  to  make  certain  corrections  if  we  are  to 
compare  with  accuracy  the  death-rates  in  two  or  more  districts.  In  order 
to  make  a true  comparison  with  the  rest  of  the  country,  I have  worked  out 
the  factor  of  correction  for  Leominster  Rural  District,  and  the  death-rate 
in  1909  thus  corrected  was  14.6  per  1,000,  compared  with  a death-rate  of 
13.6  per  1,000  in  Rural  England  and  Wales.  The  corrected  average  death- 
rate  in  the  previous  ten  years  in  Leominster  Rural  District  was  13.6  per 
1,000. 

In  the  Registration  Sub-districts  the  death-rates  per  i,ooo 
were  : — Average  of 

io  years, 
1899-1908. 
15-2 

12.2 

15-7 

16.2 


1909. 

Leominster  18.3 

Bodenham  17 . 3 

Kingsland  16.9 

Tenbury  14.5 

Ludlow 21.6 


* Average  of  8 years. 
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Among  the  inhabitants  of  the  following  five  parishes,  having 
a total  population  of  360  persons,  no  deaths  occurred  during  1909 
— Lucton,  Newhampton,  Ford,  Hampton  Wafer,  and  Docklow. 

I do  not  think  any  good  purpose  would  be  served  by  recording 
the  death-rate  for  each  parish  during  a single  year,  figures  covering 
so  short  a period  and  for  small  populations  would  be  only  mis- 
leading. 

In  the  following  six  parishes,  each  of  which  has  a population 
of  more  than  400  persons,  the  death-rates  per  1,000  were  as  follows  : 


1901  1902  1903  1904  1905  1906  1907  1908  1909 
Bodenham  ..  10.7  15. 1 23.8  20.9  20.0  26.0  20.7  13.6  22.2 

Brimfield  9.5  17.3  n-5  *9-4  *7-6  17-7  19-8  30-0  16.2 

Hope  27.9  0.0  6.0  10.2  14.3  16.5  16.5  18.6  10.2 

Kimbolton  13.9  8.7  24.5  22.9  19.5  17.7  12. 5 12.5  18.0 

Kingsland  18.6  17.7  18.4  22.4  14.6  26.1  20.6  9.2  15. 1 

Little  Hereford  12. 1 14.6  12.2  14.7  17.2  12.3  12.3  19.8  12.5 

Orleton  16.5  9.1  18. 1 14.4  12.5  16.7  12.4  17.6  22.9 

Yarpole  12.5  23.1  17.0  14.9  27.8  19.5  28.5  19.8  19.6 

UNCERTIFIED  DEATHS. 

3.7  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths. 

Of  the  116  deaths  registered  in  the  Leominster  Rural  District 


in  1909  there  were  106  certified  by  registered  medical  practitioners, 
6 by  the  Coroner,  and  4 were  uncertified.  Given  as  percentages 
of  the  total  deaths,  91. 4 per  cent,  were  certified  by  medical  practi- 
tioners, 5.1  per  cent,  by  the  Coroner,  and  3.5  per  cent,  were  un- 
certified. There  were  no  uncertified  deaths  registered  in  the 
Kingsland,  Tenbury  and  Ludlow  Sub-districts. 

The  cause  of  death  entered  by  the  Registrars  in  the  case  of 
the  uncertified  deaths  was — Heart  disease  (2)  and  apoplexy  (2). 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

Average  of 
10  years 

1909.  1899-1908. 

Leominster  Rural  District  ....  93  . . 94 

Rural  England  98  . . — • 

The  amount  of  child  mortality  is  measured  by  stating  the 
number  of  children  who  have  died  under  one  year  old  within  a 
certain  period  in  proportion  to  1,000  births  during  the  same 
period.  In  the  Leominster  Rural  District  during  1909  there  were 
born  162  children,  and  15  children  died  under  12  months  old. 
The  infantile  mortality  rate  was  thus  equal  to  93  per  1 000  births. 
This  rate  is  below  the  average  (94)  for  the  previous  10  years. 
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In  the  Registration  Sub-districts  the  infantile  mortality  rate 
was  : — 


Average  of 
10  years 

1909.  1899-1908. 

Leominster  230  . . 121 

Bodenham  153  . . 78 

Kingsland  18  ..  112 

Tenbury  o . . 105 

Ludlow — . . — 


The  15  children  under  12  months  old  who  died  in  the  Leo- 
minster Rural  District  during  1909  were  registered  as  having  died 
from  the  following  causes  : — Bronchitis  (2),  premature  birth  (3), 
marasmus  (3),  convulsions  (3),  pneumonia,  measles,  enteritis  (2). 


Table  A. 


The  following  table  gives  the  ages  at  death  during  1909  in 
various  groups  for  the  Leominster  Rural  District,  the  registration 
sub-districts,  and  the  six  largest  parishes. 
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Leominster  R.  Dis. 

129 

15 

7 

3 

8 

5 

26 

29 

27 

9 

Sub-Districts  : 

Leominster  .... 

25 

6 

0 

0 

O 

0 

9 

4 

2 

2 

Bodenham  .... 

36 

8 
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0 
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2 
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2 

7 

4 

Kingsland 

5° 
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5 

2 

1 

2 

6 

16 

14 

3 

Tenburv 

13 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

3 

3 

3 

0 

Ludlow 

5 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

2 

1 

0 

Parishes  : 

Bodenham  .... 

14 

3 

1 

0 

1 

1 

3 

0 

4 

1 

Brimfield  

8 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

4 

2 

0 

Hope 

5 

2 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

K imbed  ton 

10 

4 

0 

0 

1 

0 

3 

0 

1 

1 

Kingsland 

13 

0 

2 

2 

1 

0 

0 

2 

5 

1 

Little  Hereford . 

5 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

2 

I 

1 

0 

Orleton  

13 

0 

1 

0 

0 

3 

3 

5 

1 

Yarpole 

9 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

1 

4 

2 

0 
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Illegitimate  Deaths. — There  were  3 deaths  in  the  Leo- 
minster Rural  District  during  1909  among  illegitimate  children 
under  12  months  old,  giving  an  illegitimate  infantile  mortality 
rate  equal  to  250  per  1,000  illegitimate  births,  compared  with 
65  per  1,000  in  the  case  of  legitimate  births. 

ZYMOTIC  (INFECTIOUS)  DISEASES. 

Average  of 
10  years. 


1909. 

1899-1908. 

Death-rate  per  1,000 

..  0.39 

0.55 

Death-rate  Rural  England  . . 

..  0.80 

— 

The  seven  diseases  named  below 

are  those  which  are  included 

the  expression  “ principal  zymotic 

diseases.” 

No.  of  cases. 

No.  of  deaths. 

Small-pox  

0 

0 

Measles  

* 

1 

Scarlet  fever  

41 

0 

Whooping  cough 

* 

2 

Diphtheria 

3 

0 

Typhoid  fever  

0 

0 

Diarrhcea  

* 

0 

* Not  notifiable. 


Scarlet  Fever. — The  41  cases  of  scarlet  fever  occurred  in 
25  houses  in  seven  different  parishes.  In  Hatfield  there  were 
15  cases  in  seven  houses,  and  in  Hope  there  were  13  cases  in  nine 
houses.  All  the  patients  recovered.  They  were  all  treated  in 
their  own  homes. 

Diphtheria. — The  three  cases  of  diphtheria — all  non-fatal — 
occurred  in  two  different  parishes. 

ISOLATION  HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION. 

There  is  no  isolation  hospital  in  the  Leominster  Rural  District. 
(See  p.  142  of  the  Report  for  1904.) 


LEOMINSTER  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


H4 


Average  of 

Phthisis.  10  years, 

1909.  1899-1908. 

Death-rate  per  1,000  1.19  ..  0.61 


There  were  9 deaths  from  consumption  (three  were  males 
and  six  females)  among  residents  in  the  parishes  of  Bodenham 
(2),  Humber  (2),  Newton,  Yarpole  (2),  Briinfield  and  Richards 
Castle.  Their  ages  varied  from  2 to  73  years.  No  cases 
were  notified  either  under  the  Voluntary  Scheme  or  the  Public 
Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regulations  (1908), 

Average  of 


Cancer.  10  years, 

1909.  1899-1908. 

Death-rate  per  1,000  1.72  ..  1.31 


The  number  of  deaths  due  to  cancer  is  high,  no  fewer  than  13 
having  been  registered  (4  males  and  9 females).  They  occurred 
among  residents  in  the  following  parishes  : — Hatfield,  Kimbolton 
(2),  Bodenham,  Orleton,  Yarpole  (2),  Brimfield,  Humber,  Kings- 
land  (2),  Little  Hereford  and  Richard’s  Castle.  The  ages  at  death 
varied  from  50  to  81  years. 


Table  B. 
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Name  of  Disease. 

X? 

00 

rH 

1900 

rH 

O 

T— 1 

1902 

1903 

TT< 

O 

03 

rH 

1905 

u- 

00 

33 

rH 

0 

nV.  $ 

gg§ 

6061 

Smallpox 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Measles  

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

3 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

1 

0 

0 

1 

4 

0 

0 

1 

0 

8 

0 

Whooping  Cough 

2 

1 

3 

3 

9 

•1 

1 

2 

2 

0 

2 

10 

2 

Diphtheria  and 
Membranous  Croup 

0 

1 

0 

3 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

s 

0 

Typhoid  Fever  ..  .. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

2 

0 

Influenza  

G 

20 

10 

3 

5 

4 

1 

1 

s 

0 

58 

0 

Diarrhoea  

1 

0 

0 

1 

2 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

6 

0 

Puerperal  Fever 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

9 

1 

3 

0 

Erysipelas  

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

Phthisis  

2 

3 

1 

G 

5 

5 

G 

13 

3 

4 

48 

9 

Cancer  

17 

7 

13 

G 

7 

1G 

10 

12 

7 

8 

103 

13 

Bronchitis,  Pneumonia, 
Pleurisy,  &c 

9 

1G 

18 

15 

10 

12 

16 

10 

19 

17 

148 

23 

Heart  Diseases  ..  .. 

14 

21 

13 

15 

lG 

21 

28 

23 

19 

22 

193 

31 

Accidents  

3 

3 

3 

1 

3 

4 

0 

5 

2 

4 

28 

1 
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Year. 

Smallpox 

i Measles 

Scarlet 

Fever 

1875 

o 

0 

4 

1876 

0 

0 

1 | 

1877 

0 

0 

4 

187S 

0 

1 

0 

1879 

0 

0 

o 

1880 

0 

2 

6 

18S1 

0 

0 

4 

1882 

0 

0 

1 

1883 

0 

0 

3 

18S4 

0 

0 

1 

1885 

0 

0 

0 

1886 

0 

2 

0 

1887 

0 

1 

o 

1888 

0 

0 

0 

1889 

0 

0 

o 

1890 

0 

1 

0 

1891 

0 

0 

1 

1892 

0 

0 

2 

1893 

0 

1 

4 

1894 

0 

0 

0 

1805 

0 

0 

0 

1896 

0 

2 

0 

1897 

0 

0 

1 

1898 

0 

0 

0 

1899 

0 

0 

1 

1900 

0 

0 

1 

1901 

0 

0 

0 

1902 

0 

0 

0 

1903 

0 

0 

1 / 

1904 

0 

0 

4 

1905 

0 

1 

0 

1006 

0 

1 

0 

1907 

0 

0 

1 

1908 .... 

0 

1 

0 

1909- 

o 

1 

1 

o 

#c3 

«D 

g 

a 

Q 

Typhus 

Fever 

j Typhoid 
Fever 

Diarrhoea 

Total 

0 

0 

0 

5 

10 

1 0 
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0 

2 

4 

1 0 
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0 

1 

5 

1 

0 

1 

5 

8 

0 

0 

1 

3 

5 

2 

0 

0 

4 

15 

1 

0 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

1 

1 

3 

2 

0 

0 

o 

12 

o 

0 

1 

3 

5 

2 

0 

0 

1 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4 

1 

o 

1 

1 

5 

0 

0 

1 

1 

2 

0 

0 

0 

2 

2 

0 

0 

1 

3 

6 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

3 

5 

0 

1 

2 

1» 

4 

0 

0 

0 

8 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

4 

0 

0 

1 

0 

5 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

4 

1 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

3 

0 

0 

1 

7 

1 

0 
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2 

4 

0 

0 

0 

1 

6 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0 
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1 
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HOUSE  ACCOMMODATION. 

The  average  number  of  persons  per  house  at  the  last  census 
was  4.2.  No  houses  were  certified  by  me  as  unfit  for  human 
habitation  during  1909. 

There  are  many  substantially  built  houses  in  the  district  and 
the  defects  found  in  others  are  such  as  in  the  majority  of  cases 
can  be  easily  rectified. 

SEWERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE. 

The  residential  houses  in  the  district  are  provided  with  water 
closets,  and  the  drainage  discharges  into  cesspools  or  on  to  land 
or  directly  into  a watercourse.  Nearly  all  other  houses  and  cottages 
have  privy  closets  ; except  on  the  Hampton  Court  estate,  there 
are  only  a very  few  pail  or  earth  closets.  In  view  of  the  large 
number  of  shallow  wells  in  some  portions  of  the  district,  especially 
in  Kingsland,  the  substitution  of  some  form  of  earth  closet  for 
the  privies  is  very  desirable. 

HOUSEHOLD  REFUSE. 

The  District  Council  does  not  collect  household  refuse. 
WATER  SUPPLY. 

I have  not  been  able  to  find  any  resolution  defining  a 
“ reasonable  distance  ” within  which  there  should  be  a supply  of 
water  to  houses. 

Taking  the  district  as  a whole  the  supply  is  obtained  from 
shallow  wells  011  the  premises  of  the  inhabitants.  Exceptions 
are  in  the  parish  of  Hope,  where  pipes  have  been  laid  from  a 
hillside  spring  to  the  schools,  and  to  three  stand  pipes  accessible 
by  the  villagers,  and  in  the  Ashton  part  of  Eye  parish,  where  two 
stand-pipes  supply  14  cottages  with  water  brought  in  pipes  from 
a spring  on  the  hillside. 

DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS  AND  MILKSHOPS. 

The  Regulations  adopted  by  the  Leominster  Rural  District 
Council  with  respect  to  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  will  be 
found  on  p.  108  ( et . seq.)  of  the  Report  for  1908. 

There  are  eight  dairies  on  the  Register.  From  three  dairies 
milk  is  sent  to  the  town  of  Leominster,  from  one  to  Tenbury,  and 
from  one  to  Worcester. 

SLAUGHTER-HOUSES. 

There  are  four  slaughter-houses  in  the  district  situated  in  the 
parishes  of  Brimfield,  Kingsland,  Orleton  and  Richard’s  Castle. 
Some  of  them  require  very  frequent  inspections.  There  are  no 
by-laws  in  force  with  respect  to  slaughter-houses.  No  meat 
was  found  during  1909  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption. 
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COMMON  LODGING-HOUSES. 

There  are  no  common  lodging-houses  in  the  Leominster  Rural 
District,  and  the  Council  has  not  adopted  any  by-laws  with 
respect  to  this  class  of  house. 

HOP-PICKERS. 

The  by-laws  for  securing  the  decent  lodging  and  accommo- 
dation of  persons  engaged  in  hop-picking  or  in  the  picking  of 
fruit  and  vegetables  in  force  in  the  district  will  be  found  on  p.  114 
(et.  seq.)  of  the  Report  for  1908. 

PERMISSIVE  POWERS. 

The  Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act,  1890,  and  the 
Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890,  have  not  been  adopted 
by  the  District  Council,  nor  does  the  Council  possess  any  of  the 
urban  powers  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875. 

There  are  no  by-laws  in  force  with  respect  to  private 
scavenging,  houses  let  in  lodgings,  tents  and  vans,  mortuaries  and 
cemeteries. 

SCHOOLS. 

At  some  of  the  schools  the  sanitary  arrangements  are  ex- 
cellent. At  the  Kingsland  schools  for  example  a ver}^  offensive 
privy  has  been  converted  to  an  excellent  eartli-closet  without  any 
structural  alteration,  but  merely  by  the  Headmaster  seeing  that 
a sufficiency  of  dry  earth  is  used. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  methods  adopted  for  dealing  with  infectious  diseases  are 
described  on  pages  9 and  10  of  the  Report  for  1907. 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 

Mr.  D.  W.  Cave,  who  holds  the  certificate  of  the  Royal 
Sanitary  Institute,  was  appointed  in  March,  1906,  for  one  year, 
and  is  re-appointed  annually.  He  receives  a salary  of  £80  per 
annum,  and  pays  his  owm  travelling  and  incidental  expenses,  except 
stamps  and  stationery.  He  acts  also  as  Inspector  under  the 
Petroleum  Act,  1871. 

REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  a report  of  my  past  year’s  work, 
and  wish  to  thank  owners  and  occupiers  who  so  willingly  acceded 
to  my  requests.  But  I should  like  to  impress  upon  a few  owners 
and  occupiers  how  much  more  pleasant  it  would  be  on  both  sides 
if  they  would  be  more  prompt  in  abating  nuisances  instead  of 
making  it  necessary  for  me  to  bring  the  matters  before  my 
Council. 
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In  my  periodical  inspection  of  bakehouses,  slaughter-houses, 
cowsheds,  and  workshops,  I have  found  them  in  a cleanly  state 
and  a great  advance  in  limewashing. 

Hop-pickers’  lodgings  had  been  limewashed.  I should  like 
to  see  more  earth-closets  provided  where  there  are  a large  number 
of  pickers  employed. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

Cases  inquired  into  30 

Patients  removed  to  hospital  o 

Houses  disinfected  and  cleansed 28 

Lots  of  bedding,  clothing,  &c.,  disinfected 28 

Schools  disinfected 4 

Cases  of  illegal  exposure o 

HOUSES. 

Erected  6 

Made  fit  for  habitation 2 7 

Closed  as  unfit  for  habitation  o 

Cleansed  and  limewashed  27 

Overcrowding  abated  3 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Wells  sunk  and  deepened  10 

Wells  cleansed  and  repaired 27 

Wells  closed  o 

Samples  of  water  sent  for  analysis  27 

HOUSE  DRAINS. 

Laid,  relaid,  cleansed  and  trapped  78 

Defective  waste-pipes  rectified 7 

New  urinals  0 

WATER  CLOSETS. 

Additional  provided  o 

Repaired,  ventilated  or  provided  with  cistern  . . . . o 

PRIVIES  AND  ASHPITS. 

New  privies  provided 6 

Converted  to  w.c.’s  o 

Converted  to  pail  closets  33 

Repaired 10 

SCAVENGING. 

Privies  and  ashpits  cleansed 73 

Removals  of  offensive  refuse 20 
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blacksmiths’  shops. 

Blacksmiths’  shops . . . . 23 

Penthouses  limewashed 23 

slaughter-houses  . 

On  register  4 

Cleansed  and  repaired 4 

dairies  and  cowsheds. 

On  register  8 

Contravention  of  D.C.  and  M.  Order 0 

UNSOUND  FOOD. 

Seizures  o 

clerical  work. 

Letters  written  287 

Notices  served  336 

Notices  complied  with 293 

Notices  outstanding 43 

D.  W.  CAVE, 

Inspector  of  Nuisances. 

Certified  Sanitary  Inspector. 


January  20 th,  1910. 
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LEOMINSTER  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Census  Returns 


Sub-districts  and 

Area 

Inhabited 

Houses. 

Population. 

Persons  per 
house 

Parishes. 

in 

Acres. 

1891 

1901 

1891 

1901 

1891 

1901 

LEOMINSTER  

13006 

344 

354 

1610 

1477 

4.6 

4.1 

Hatfield  

1948 

40 

40 

241 

218 

6.0 

5.4 

Kimbolton  

4140 

133 

141 

599 

574 

4.5 

4.0 

Laysters  

1995 

48 

47 

200 

191 

4.1 

4.0 

Middleton-on-the-hill 

2997 

67 

67 

308 

272 

4.3 

4.0 

Newhampton  

148 

2 

2 

10 

10 

5.0 

5.0 

Puddlestone  

1778 

54 

57 

252 

212 

4.6 

3.7 

BODENHAM  

168G2 

553 

537 

2502 

2270 

4.5 

4.2 

Bod' nham  

5295 

200 

176 

883 

743 

4.4 

4.2 

Docklow  

1285 

31 

32 

169 

158 

5.3 

4.9 

Ford  

303 

4 

4 

14 

13 

3.5 

3.2 

Hampton  Wafer  

383 

3 

2 

15 

15 

5.0 

7.5 

Hope-under-Dinmore  . . 

3854 

103 

114 

514 

501 

5.0 

4.3 

Humber  

1836 

60 

57 

239 

213 

4.0 

3.5 

Monkland  

1108 

52 

49 

207 

201 

4.0 

4.1 

Newton  

515 

14 

16 

50 

68 

4.5 

4.2 

Stoke  Prior  

2333 

86 

87 

411 

355 

4.7 

4.0 

KINGSLAND  

17733 

702 

708 

3038 

2991 

4.3 

4.2 

Croft  

1059 

5 

6 

27 

37 

5.4 

6.1 

Eye  Moreton  & Ashton . . 

2736 

66 

59 

315 

315 

4.7 

5.3 

Eyton  

1015 

26 

32 

113 

151 

4.3 

4.9 

Kingsland  

4932 

242 

238 

975 

910 

4.0 

3.8 

Lucton  * 

1051 

28 

26 

204 

187 

7.2 

8.0 

Luston  

1800 

87 

89 

379 

369 

4.3 

4.1 

Orleton  

2606 

129 

136 

513 

543 

3.9 

4.0 

Yarpole  

LUDLOW  : 

2534 

119 

122 

512 

479 

4.3 

3.9 

Richards  Castle 

2500 

61 

59 

249 

239 

4.0 

4 0 

TENBURY  

5392 

215 

214 

985 

934 

4.5 

4.3 

Brimfield  

1853 

123 

136 

560 

523 

4.5 

4.0 

Little  Hereiord  

3539 

92 

78 

425 

411 

4.6 

5.2 

RURAL  DISTRICT  .... 

55493 

1875 

1872 

8384 

7911 

4.4 

4.2 

* There  is  a large  Public  School  in  the  parish  of  Lucton. 


121 


Table  I.  (Local  Government  Board). 
LEOMINSTER  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  Districts  during  1909 

AND  PREVIOUS  YEARS. 


Year. 

1 

Population  estimated  to 

10  middle  of  each  year. 

Births. 

Total  Deaths  Regis- 
tered IN  THE 
District. 

Total  Deaths  in  Public 
Institutions  in  District 

Deaths  of  non-residents 

2 registered  in  Public  Insti- 

tutions in  the  District. 

j Deaths  of  Residents  regis- 

! £ tered  in  Public  Institutions 
beyond  the  district. 

Nett 

Deaths  at 
all  Ages 
belonging 

TO  THE 

w Number. 

**■  Rate. 

Under  1 
year  of  age. 

At  all 

ages. 

O’  Number. 

Rate  per 
^ 1,000  Births 
registered. 

C 

© 

£ 

3 

£ 

7 

# 

6 

+* 

cfl 

8 

Dis 

c 

© 

JD 

£ 

3 

'A 

12 

TRIOT. 

* 

© 

c8 

PS 

13 

1899. . 

7747 

194 

250 

22 

113 

113 

14-5 

8 

121 

15.6 

1900. . 

7701 

190 

24-6 

22 

115 

139 

18-0 

8 

147 

19.0 

1901. . 

7896 

193 

24-4 

14 

72 

97 

12-2 

11 

108 

13.6 

1902. . 

7851 

196 

24-9 

20 

102 

98 

12-4 

O 

fl 

10 

108 

13.7 

1903. . 

7806 

176 

22-5 

15 

85 

97 

12-4 

— 

’-3 

14 

111 

14-2 

1904. . 

7761 

167 

21-5 

14 

83 

116 

14-9 

-3 

12 

128 

16.4 

1905 

7716 

181 

23-4 

16 

88 

116 

15-0 

Cl 

7 

12.3 

15.9 

1906  . 

7671 

162 

21-1 

10 

61 

118 

15-3 

12 

130 

16.9 

1907. . 

7626 

151 

19-8 

21 

138 

114 

14-9 

12 

126 

16.5 

1908. . 

7581 

172 

22-6 

17 

98 

111 

110 

17 

128 

16.8 

Averages 

for  year 

7736 

178 

230 

17 

94 

112 

14-4 

11 

123 

15.9 

1899-1908 

1909 

7521 

162 

21*5 

15 

93 

116 

15.4 

13 

129 

17*1 

* Rates  in  Columns  4,  8,  and  13  calculated  per  1,000  of  estimate  population. 

Note. — The  deaths  included  in  Column  7 of  this  table  are  the  whole  of  those 
registered  during  the  year  as  having  actually  occurred  within  the  district.  The 
deaths  included  in  Column  12  are  the  number  in  Column  7,  corrected  by  the 
addition  of  the  number  in  Column  11. 

By  the  term  ‘ ‘ Non-residents  ’ ’ is  meant  persons  brought  into  the  district  on  account 
of  sickness  or  infirmity,  and  dying  in  public  institutions  there  ; and  by  the  term 
“ Residents  ” is  meant  persons  who  have  been  taken  out  of  the  district  on  account 
of  sickness  or  infirmity,  and  have  died  in  public  institutions  elsewhere. 

t The  “ Public  Institutions  ” taken  into  account  for  the  purposes  of  these  Tables 
are  the  Leominster  Workhouse,  the  Leominster  Cottage  Hospital,  the  County 
Asylum,  the  Herefordshire  General  Hospital,  and  the  Weob ley  Workhouse,  beyond 
the  district  (Col.  11). 

The  Union  Workhouse  is  not  within  the  Leominster  Rural  District. 


Total  population  at  all  ages 7,911.  § _ 

Area  of  District  in  acres  1 go 

(exclusive  of  area  > 55,326.  Number  of  inhabited  houses ........  1,872  ( 

covered  by  water)  ) ( 


Average  number  of  persons  per  house..  4.2/  <1 


Table  II.  (Local  Government  Board). 

LEOMINSTER  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Vital  Statistics  of  Registration  Sub-Districts  in  1909  and  Previous  Years. 

Corrected  for  Residents  and  Non-Residents. 
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Table  III.  (Local.  Government  Board). 
LEOMINSTER  RURAL  DISTRICT 
Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  Notified  during  the  Year  1909. 
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Notes. — The  localities  adopted  for  this  Table  are  the  same  as  those  in  Tables  II.  and  IV. 
Phthisis  has  been  notified  in  the  Leominster  Rural  District  since  1st  July,  1903. 
t There  is  no  Isolation  accommodation  available  in  the  Leominster  Rural  District, 
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TABLE  V.  (Local  Government  Board). 

LEOMINSTER  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Infant  Mortality  during  the  Year  1909. 

(< Corrected  for  Residents  and  Non-Residents). 

Deaths  from  stated  Causes  in  Weeks  and  Months  under 

One  Year  of  Age. 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 


All  Causes. 
Certified 
Uncertified 


Small-pox 

Chicken-pox 

Measles  

Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria  : Croup  . . 
Whooping  Cough 
Diarrhsea,  all  forms  . . 
Enteritis  (not  Tuberculous) 
Gastritis,  Gastro -intestinal 

Catarrah  

Premature  Birth 
Congenital  Defects  . . 

Injury  at  Birth 

Want  of  Breast-milk. . 
Atrophy,  Debility, 

Marasmus  . 
Tuborcuious  Meningitis  . 
Tuberculous  Peritonitis  : 

Tabes  Mesenterica 
Other  Tuborcuious  Disease: 
Natural  Causes 

Syphilis  

Rickets  

Meningitis  ( not  Tuberculous 

Convulsions  

Bronchitis 

Laryngitis 

Pneumonia  

Suffocation,  overlaying  . . 
Difficult  birth 


> 
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Rural  District  of  Leominster  : — Population  (estimated  to  middle  of  1909)  7521. 

{Legitimate,  152 
Illegitimate,  10 

( Legitimate,  12 

Deaths  of  infants  in  1909  • T1, 

( Illogitmato,  3 

Deaths  from  all  causes  at  all  ages  (corrected  for  Residents  and  Non-residents)  129. 
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LEOMINSTER  RURAL  DISTRICT. 
WORKSHOPS. 

From  information  furnished  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  a 
Register  has  been  made  of  the  Workshops  situated  within  the 
Leominster  Rural  District. 

Attention  has  been  paid  during  1909  to  the  limewashing  of 
Blacksmiths’  Shops. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  Register  of  Workshops. 


Parish. 

Baker. 

[ Blacksmith. 

Carpenter. 

Laundry. 

Machinist. 

i Sawmill. 

a 

Tailor. 

Wheelwright 

Total. 

Bodenham 

3 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

6 

Brimfield  

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

0 

0 

2 

9 

Docklow  

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

2 

Eve  

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

3 

Eyton  

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

Hatfield  

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Hope  

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

2 

Humber  

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

3 

Little  Hereford  .. 

0 

2 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

1 

6 

Kimbolton 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

3 

Kingsland  

2 

2 

0 

3 

0 

0 

2 

3 

12 

Lucton 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Luston 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

() 

1 

3 

Middleton  

1 

2 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

6 

Monkland  

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Orleton  

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

4 

Puddlestone 

2 

2 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

6 

Stoke  Prior 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

IticbardS  Castle 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Yarpole 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

3 

Total 

13 

23 

5 

8 

1 

3 

2 

18 

73 

Number  of  Inspections  of  Workshops  96 

,,  „ Written  Notices  sent  40 

Defects  found — Want  of  Cleanliness 40 

Remedied  40 

No.  of  Outworkers o 
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1891.  1901.  1909. 


Area  in  acres  (exclusive  of  water) 

— 

. . 49,472 

• • 49.472 

Population  (census) 

7,406 

. . 6,951 

— 

Population  (Midsummer)  . . 

— 

. . 6,939 

6,584 

Inhabited  houses  (census)  . . 

i.7J9 

1,651 

— 

Persons  per  house 

4-3 

4.2 

— 

Rateable  value  25th  March 

£67,859 

..  £65,696 

••  £65.113 

A penny  rate  produces 

— 

• • £iS8 

• • £187 

Number  of  parishes 

— 

26 

26 

Birth-rate  per  1,000  population 

— 

23.0 

22.3 

Death-rate  all  causes  per  1,000 . . 

24.7 

18.0 

14.8 

,,  corrected  for  sex  and  age . . 

21. 1 

15-3 

12.6 

PHYSICAL,  FEATURES  AND  GENERAL  CHARACTER. 

The  Rural  District  of  Weobley  is  situated  in  the  north-eastern  portion 
of  the  county,  and  is  bounded  011  the  north  by  the  Wigmore  Rural  District, 
on  the  east  by  the  Leominster  Rural  and  Urban  Districts  and  the  Hereford 
Rural  Districts,  011  the  south  by  the  Dore  Rural  District,  and  on  the  north- 
west by  the  Kington  Rural  District.  The  district  is  a hilly  one,  many  peaks 
rising  abruptly.  The  Weobley  Workhouse  is  291ft.  above  sea-level,  and 
Canon  Bridge  is  191ft.,  while  Merry  Hill  in  the  south-east  is  600ft.,  Mansell 
Hill  in  the  south  763ft.,  and  Wormsley  Hill  881ft. 

Streams  from  the  hills  empty  into  the  rivers  Arrow  in  the  north  and 
Wye  in  the  south.  Both  these  rivers  flow  across  the  district  from  west  to 
east. 

Geologically  the  district  is  Old  Red  Sandstone. 

In  the  parishes  of  Bridge  Sollers,  Eardisland  and  Lettou  are  alluvial 
deposit,  and  limestone  crops  up  in  the  parish  of  Mansell  Gatnage. 

Over  nearly  the  whole  district  there  is  a clay  subsoil  with  sandstone 
in  the  parishes  of  Brobury,  Moccas,  Preston-on-Wye  and  Staunton-on-Wye. 

There  are  26  parishes  within  the  district,  which  is  co-terminous  with 
the  Weobley  Registration  District  and  with  the  Weobley  Poor-law  Union. 
The  whole  district  is  in  the  county  of  Hereford.  At  the  census  of  1901  the 
population  in  the  parishes  varied  from  34  in  Stretford  to  958  in  Dilwyn. 
In  six  parishes  the  inhabitants  number  less  than  100.  The  parish  of  Weobley, 
with  a population  of  752,  contains  the  town  of  Weobley,  where  there  are 
about  100  houses  more  or  less  compactly  gathered  together.  There  are 
collections  of  houses  into  villages  at  Almeley,  Canon  Pyon,  Dilwyn,  Eardisland, 
Staunton-on-Wye,  Kinnersley,  King’s  Pyon  and  Preston-on-Wye. 

There  are  45  miles  of  county  main  roads  and  130  miles  of  district  roads 
in  the  Weobley  district. 


INDUSTRIES. 

The  industries  are  altogether  of  an  agricultural  character,  hops  and 
fruit  are  extensively  grown,  and  there  is  breeding  of  Herefordshire  cattle. 
A quarry  was  worked  in  1902  in  the  parish  of  Sarnesfield  ; and  in  the  parishes 
of  Mansell  Lacy,  Mansell  Garnage,  Byford,  Brobury,  Staunton-on-Wye, 
Norton  Canon,  and  Moccas  a great  deal  of  timber  has  been  felled  during  the 
past  few  years.  There  are  corn  mills  in  Weobley  parish,  and  two  cider  works 
in  Canon  Pyon.  Sawmills  and  turnery  are  established  in  Almeley. 
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ALTERATIONS  IN  AREA. 

There  have  been  no  alterations  in  the  area  of  the  Weobley 
district  in  the  past  ten  years. 

POPULATION. 

The  population  of  the  Weobley  Rural  District  at  the  census 
of  1901  was  6,951.  During  the  ten  years  1891-1901  there  was 
an  average  yearly  decrease  in  the  population  of  45  persons  over 
the  whole  district,  but  in  six  parishes  there  was  an  aggregate 
increase  of  94  persons.  The  estimated  population  in  the  middle 
of  1909  is  6-584,  the  number  upon  which  the  figures  in  this  report 
are  based. 

BIRTHS. 

No.  147.  Birth-rate  per  1,000,  22.3. 

There  were  147  births  registered  in  the  Weobley  Rural  District 
during  1909,  of  which  73  were  boys  and  74  were  girls,  equal  to  a 
birth-rate  per  1,000  of  22.3.  This  rate  is  0.8  per  1,000  above 
that  recorded  in  1908  and  0.8  per  1,000  below  the  average  rate 
of  the  previous  ten  years.  The  birth-rate  in  Rural  England  during 
1909  was  25.6  per  1,000. 

In  the  Registration  Sub-districts  the  birth-rates  were  : — 


Average  of 
10  years, 
1909.  1899-1908. 

Weobley  23.3  . . 21.4 

Dilwyn 20.8  . . 25.5 


ILLEGITIMATE  BIRTHS. 

During  1909  there  were  registered  in  the  Weobley  Rural 
District  10  illegitimate  births,  equal  to  6.7  per  cent,  of  the  total 
births,  or  to  1.5  per  1,000  of  the  population  living.  In  the 
Weobley  Sub-district  6.6  per  cent,  of  the  births  were  illegitimate, 
and  in  the  Dilwyn  Sub-district  7.0  per  cent. 

At  the  Census  of  1901  there  were  in  the  Weobley  Rural  District 
807  unmarried  women  and  widows  between  the  ages  of  15  and  45 
years.  The  proportion  of  illegitimate  births  per  1,000  of  these 
women  was  thus  12.3,  compared  with  11.5  per  1,000  in  the  six 
combined  Rural  Districts  in  1909.  In  the  whole  of  England  and 
Wales  in  1908  (the  latest  year  for  which  statistics  are  available) 
there  were  8.0  illegitimate  births  to  each  1,000  unmarried  women 
and  willows  between  15  and  45  years, 
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DEATHS. 


No.  98.  Rate  per  1,000,  14.8 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  Weobley  Rural 
District  during  1909  was  93,  of  which  53  were  males  and  40 
females.  One  resident  in  the  Weobley  Rural  District  died 
during  the  year  in  the  County  Asylum,  three  in  the  Weobley 
Workhouse,  and  one  in  the  Swansea  Hospital.  After  making, 
therefore,  the  necessary  adjustments,  the  number  of  deaths  among 
residents  in  the  Weobley  Rural  District  was  98  (57  males  and 
41  females)  equal  to  a death-rate  of  14.8  per  1,000.  This  rate  is 
2.3  per  1,000  below  that  recorded  in  1908  and  is  1.4  per  1,000  below 
the  average  death-rate  of  the  previous  10  years.  (See  Table  I., 
p.  141.) 

Among  the  inhabitants  of  the  following  six  parishes,  having 
a total  population  of  168  persons,  no  deaths  occurred  during  1909  : 
Bridge  Sollers,  Brobury,  and  Wormsley. 

In  the  Registration  Sub-districts  the  death-rates  were  : — 

Average  of 


Weobley 

Dilwyn  

Weobley  Rural  District 


1909. 

16.3 

12.8 

14.8 


10  years, 
1899-1908. 

15-9 

16.2 

16.2 


I do  not  think  any  good  purpose  would  be  served  by  recording 
the  death-rate  for  each  parish  during  a single  year,  the  figures 
covering  so  short  a period  and  for  small  populations  would  only 
be  misleading. 

In  the  seven  parishes,  each  of  which  has  a population  of  more 
than  400  persons,  the  death-rates  per  1,000  were  as  follows  : — 
1901  1902  1903  1904  1905  1906  1907  1908  1909 

Almeley  12.0  18.0  18. 1 16.0  10.2  20.6  12.4  12.5  18.8 

Canon  Pyon  ..  24.6  14. 1 14.2  8.9  21.6  16. 1 22.0  16.6  15.0 

Dilwyn  13-5  ifi-0  I5-I  27.1  9.8  16.6  12.3  10.3 

Eardisland  29.7  17. 1 15.0  30.5  30.6  22.0  22.2  29.2  22.4 

King’s  Pyon  ..  13.6  11.4  1G.0  9.3  11.6  20.9  13.9  21.0  9.3 


Staunton-on- 


Wye  17.3  17.2  9.5  20.8  9.4  16.9  16.8  26.1  11. 2 

Weobley  19.9  22.7  12. 1 10.8  26.0  13.7  19.4  22.3  17.0 


Corrected  Death-rate. — The  death-rate  among  females  Is  lower 
than  it  is  among  males,  and  it  is  also  lower  at  ages  between  5 years  and  55 
years  than  it  is  below  or  above  this  period,  and  as  the  proportion  of  females 
to  males  and  of  persons  living  at  different  age-periods  varies  in  different 
localities,  it  is  obviously  necessary  to  make  certain  corrections  if  we  are  to 
compare  with  accuracy  the  death-rates  in  two  or  more  districts.  In  order 
to  make  a true  comparison  with  the  rest  of  the  country,  I have  worked  out 
the  factor  of  correction  for  Weobley  Rural  District,  and  the  death-rate  in 
1909  thus  corrected  was  12.6  per  1,000,  compared  with  a death-rate  of  13.6 
per  1,000  in  Rural  England  and  Wales.  The  corrected  average  death-rate 
in  the  previous  ten  years  in  Weobley  Rural  District  was  13.8  per  1.000. 
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UNCERTIFIED  DEATHS. 

2.2  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths. 

Of  the  93  deaths  registered  in  the  Weobley  Rural  District 
in  1909  there  were  87  certified  by  registered  medical  practi- 
tioners, 4 by  the  Coroner,  and  2 were  uncertified.  Given  as  per- 
centages of  the  total  deaths,  93.5  per  cent,  were  certified  by 
medical  practitioners,  4.3  per  cent,  by  the  Coroner,  and  2.2  per 
cent,  were  uncertified. 

The  cause  of  death  entered  by  Registrars  in  the  case  of  the 
uncertified  deaths  was  heart  disease  (2). 


INFANTIEE  MORTALITY. 

Average  of 
10  years , 

1909.  1899-1908. 

Weobley  Rural  District 102  . . 87 

Rural  England 98  . . — 

The  amount  of  child  mortality  is  measured  by  stating  the 
number  of  children  who  have  died  under  one  year  old  within  a 
certain  period  in  proportion  to  1,000  births  during  the  same 
period.  I11  the  Weobley  Rural  District  during  1909  there  were 
born  147  children,  and  15  children  died  under  12  months  old. 
The  infantile  mortality  rate  was  thus  equal  to  102  per  1,000  births. 
This  number  was  above  the  average  (87)  for  the  previous  10  years. 


In  the  Registration  Sub-districts  the  infantile  mortality  rate 
was  : — 


Average  of 
10  years, 
1909.  1899-1908. 

Weobley  122  . . 93 

Dilwyn 70  . . 83 


The  15  children  under  12  months  old  who  died  in  the  Weobley 
Rural  District  during  1909  were  certified  as  having  died  from  the 
following  causes  : — Pneumonia  (2),  bronchitis,  premature  birth  (5), 
marasinas  ( 4,)  congenital  defects,  otitis,  and  pemphigus  neonatorum. 

Illegitimate  Deaths. — There  were  two  deaths  in  the 
Weobley  Rural  District  during  1909  among  illegitimate  children 
under  12  months  old,  giving  an  infantile  mortality  rate  of  200  per 
i.ooo  illegitimate  births,  compared  with  94  per  1,000  in  the  case 
of  legitimate  births  and  deaths. 
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Table  A. 


The  following  table  gives  the  ages  at  death  during  1909  in 
various  groups  for  the  Weobley  Rural  District,  the  registration 
sub-districts,  and  the  seven  largest  parishes. 


All 

Ages. 

Under 
1 year. 

t 

to  5 

5 

tolo 

15 

to25 

25 

to45 

45 

to  G5 

65 
to  75 

75 
to  85 

| Over 

! 85 

Weobley  District  .... 

O 

CO  | 

15 

3 

I 

I 

6 

22 

21 

25 

4 

Sub-Districts  : 

Weobley 

63 

II 

3 

I 

I 

4 

12 

l6 

12 

3 

Dilwyn  

35 

4 

0 

0 

0 

2 

10 

5 

13 

1 

Parishes  : 

Alineley 

9 

2 

1 

0 

0 

0 

I 

3 

2 

0 

Canon  Pyon 

8 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

6 

0 

Dilwvn 

9 

2 

0 

0 

0 

1 

2 

1 

3 

0 

Eardisland 

10 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

3 

3 

3 

0 

King’s  Pyon 

4 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

1 

Staunton -on- Wye  . . 

6 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

2 

Weobley 

12 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5 

3 

1 

0 

ZYMOTIC  (INFECTIOUS)  DISEASES. 


1909. 

Average  of 
10  years, 
1899-1908. 

Death-rate  per  1,000 

..  0.15 

0.51 

Death-rate  Rural  England  . . 

..  0.80 

— 

The  seven  diseases  named  below 

are  those  which 

are  included 

in  the  expression  “ principal  zymotic  diseases.” 

No.  of  cases.  No.  of  deaths. 

Small-pox  

0 

0 

Measles  

* 

0 

Scarlet  fever  

20 

0 

Whooping  cough 

* 

0 

Diphtheria 

15 

1 

Typhoid  fever  

0 

0 

Diarrhoea  

* 

0 

* Not  notifiable. 

Scarlet  Fever. — The  20  cases 

of  scarlet  fever 

occurred  in 

the  parishes  of  King’s  Pyon  (1), 

Staunton-on-Wye  (11),  and 

Weobley  (8).  All  the  patients  from 

Staunton-on-Wyc  and  seven 
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iroin  Weobley  were  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital.  There 
were  no  deaths.  The  parents  of  the  child  first  attacked  at 
Staunton-on- Wye  were  at  first  unwilling  to  have  her  removed  to 
the  hospital,  but  eventually  consented.  In  the  meantime  the  other 
cases  were  infected,  but  their  removal  prevented  any  further  spread 
of  the  disease. 

Diphtheria. — The  15  cases  of  diphtheria  occurred  in  12 
houses  in  nine  different  parishes.  One  case  was  reported  from 
Byford,  where  there  had  been  cases  in  1908.  The  one  fatal  case 
was  in  the  parish  of  Moccas.  The  search  for  unrecognised  cases 
by  bacteriological  examination  was  continued  as  in  former  years. 

Average  of 


Phthisis.  10  years, 

1909.  1899-1908. 

Death-rate  per  1,000  0.45  ..  0.88 


The  three  deaths  from  consumption  occurred  among  residents 
from  the  following  parishes  : — Dilwyn,  Byford,  and  Staunton-on- 
Wye.  The  ages  at  death  were  27,  28  and  71  years  ; one  was  a 
male  and  two  were  females. 

One  case  was  notified  under  the  Public  Health  (Tuberculosis) 
Regulations  1908,  none  under  the  voluntary  scheme. 

Average  of 


Cancer.  10  years, 

1909.  * 1899-1908. 

Death-rate  per  1,000  1.06  ..  0.97 


The  seven  deaths  (three  males  and  four  females)  from  cancer 
occurred  among  residents  from  Staunton-on-Wye,  Eardisland  (2), 
Birley,  and  Weobley  (3).  The  ages  at  death  varied  from  45  to  62 
years. 
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Table  B. 

WEOBLEY  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Actual  Number  of  Deaths. 


Name  of  Disease. 

cn 

00 

| 1900 

1901 

1902 

CO 

05 

* 

1904 

o 

05 

o 

o 

05 

tH 

j 1907 

1908  j 

Total 

1899  to 

1908 

a 5 
o 
c* 

H 

Smallpox  

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Measles 

0 

2 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

5 

0 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

o 

0 

0 

0 

1 

l 

0 

o 

1 

4 

0 

Whooping  Cough  . . 
Diphtheria  and 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

3 

2 

0 

0 

0 

8 

0 

Membranous  Croup  . . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

0 

0 

0 

9 

1 

Typhoid  Fever 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

Influenza  

3 

13 

8 

4 

3 

4 

3 

1 

1 

4 

44 

o 

Diarrhoea  

0 

1 

0 

o 

o 

0 

0 

3 

2 

2 

8 

0 

Puerperal  Fever 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

2 

2 

Erysipelas 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

Phthisis 

2 

5 

7 

6 

6 

5 

4 

7 

7 

10 

59 

3 

Cancer 

Bronchitis,  Pneumonia, 

8 

3 

7 

9 

6 

2 

7 

7 

6 

12 

67 

7 

Pleurisy,  &c 

19 

17 

20 

20 

16 

ii 

15 

15 

19 

24 

176 

17 

Heart  Diseases 

9 

9 

16 

14 

13 

16 

17 

11 

18 

20 

143 

21 

Accidents  

7 

10 

4 

7 

1 

2 

4 

1 

1 

0 

37 

2 

Table  C. 

WEOBLEY  RURAL  DISTRICT 

Actual  Number  of  Deaths. 


Year. 

j Smallpox 

j Measles 

! Scarlet 

Fever 

1875 

0 

0 

1 

1876 

0 

0 

5 

1877 

0 

0 

5 

1878 

0 

0 

0 

1879 

0 

0 

3 

1880 

0 

0 

6 

1881 

0 

0 

0 

1882 

0 

9 

16 

1883 

0 

0 

7 

1884 

0 

0 

3 

1885 

0 

2 

0 

1886 

0 

1 

0 

1887 

0 

0 

1 

1888 

0 

0 

1 

1889 

0 

•> 

2 

1890 

0 

2 

o 

1891 

0 

0 

0 

1892 

0 

0 

0 

1893 

0 

0 

2 

1891 

0 

4 

1 

1895 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1896 

0 

0 

2 

1897 

0 

1 

i 

1898 

0 

1 

3 

1899 

0 

0 

i 

1900 

0 

2 

0 I 

1901 

0 

1 

0 

1902 

0 

1 

0 I 

1903 

0 

0 

0 

1904 i 

0 

0 

1 

1905 j 

0 

0 

1 

1906 

0 

0 

o I 

1907.  . . 

0 

1 

0 I 

1908 

0 

0 

1 

1909  . 1 

o 

o 

o 1 

j Diphtheria 

Typhus 

Fever 

Typhoid 

Fever 

j Diarrhoea 

j Total 

1 

0 

1 

1 

4 

0 

0 

1 

3 

9 

0 

0 

0 

1 

6 

1 8 

0 

1 

2 

11 

5 
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0 

1 

9 

7 

0 

1 

4 

18 

1 

0 

0 

2 

3 

0 

0 

1 

2 

33 

0 

0 

0 

2 

9 

1 

0 

0 

0 

4 

1 

0 

0 

2 

5 

0 

0 

0 

0 

6 

0 

0 

1 

0 

2 

2 

0 

0 

1 

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4 

0 

0 

0 

1 

10 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

1 

0 

1 

0 

7 

0 

0 

1 

3 

5 

1 

0 

0 

0 

4 

1 

0 

0 

4 

9 

3 

0 

0 

0 

7 

1 

0 

0 

0 

2 

1 

0 

0 

1 

5 

1 | 
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1 

0 

4 

1 

0 

0 

0 

2 

1 

0 
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0 

2 

3 

0 
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0 

7 

1 

0 

0 

0 

4 

0 

0 

0 

3 

3 

0 

0 

0 

2 

3 

0 

0 

0 

2 

3 

o 

1 

o 

O 

1 

.2  -d 

a to 

8§ 

r«0 

0 I 

0 

0 i 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

0 

7 

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 I 

1 

2 j 

0 

0 i 

1 

1 

0 I 

1 

3 

2 

0 

0 

0 

o 


WEOBLEY  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


1 36 


HOUSE  ACCOMMODATION. 

There  is  uo  crowding  of  houses  on  area  or  of  persons  in  houses. 
There  was  an  average  of  4.2  persons  per  house  at  the  census  of 
1901.  The  absence  of  gutters  for  carrying  off  the  rain  water  and 
of  paving  at  the  rear  of  cottages  render  many  of  them  damp.  There 
are  110  building  by-laws  in  force  in  any  part  of  the  district. 

SEWERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE. 

There  is  no  combined  system  of  drainage  except  in  the  parish 
of  Weobley  (see  report  for  1906,  p.  134).  The  slop  water  drains 
from  many  houses  elsewhere  than  in  Weobley  parish  discharge 
into  roadside  ditches,  a practice  which  should  be  discontinued. 
Privy  closets  are  commonly  found  but  an  increasing  number  of 
earth  closets  are  being  provided. 

HOUSE  REFUSE. 

The  Council  does  not  undertake  the  removal  of  house  refuse. 
WATER  SUPPLY. 

In  December,  1879,  the  Weobley  Rural  Sanitary  Authority 
resolved  that  500  yards  should  be  a reasonable  distance  as  regards 
water  supply  in  the  case  of  existing  houses,  but  that  for  new 
houses  and  any  rebuilt  the  distance  should  not  exceed  200  yards. 

In  the  parish  of  Letton  there  is  a combined  water  supply  to 
five  houses  and  a public-house,  galvanised  iron  pipes  being  laid 
from  a spring  a quarter  of  a mile  distant  to  a standpipe.  Else- 
where wells,  mostly  shallow  and  dry  steyued,  are  to  be  found, 
and  in  several  parishes  roadside  springs  are  utilised.  On  pages 
168-170  of  my  report  for  1901  will  be  found  a report  upon  the 
water  supply  to  the  town  of  Weobley. 

I consider  it  is  important  that  open  springs  or  dip  wells  situated 
by  the  roadside  or  in  positions  where  they  can  be  contaminated 
either  wilfully  or  carelessly,  should  be  covered  over  and  secured, 
from  pollution.  There  are  two  such  dip  wells  in  Weobley  parish 
and  one  on  Dilwyn  Common. 

DAIRIES  AND  COWSHEDS. 

There  are  six  dairies  and  cowsheds  on  the  register,  and  if 
they  are  to  be  kept  in  a proper  condition  a systematic  and  sus- 
tained inspection  must  be  made  of  them.  No  milk  is  sent  away 
from  the  district  by  train  or  otherwise. 

There  are  110  Regulations  under  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and 
Milkshops  Orders  in  force  in  the  district.  I consider  it  is  very 
desirable  that  such  should  be  made. 
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SLAUGHTER-HOUSES. 

There  are  live  slaughter-houses  in  the  district,  situated  in 
the  parishes  of  Weobley  (3),  Dilwyn,  and  Staunton-on-Wye. 
They  are  kept  in  a fairly  good  condition.  They  were  described 
on  p.  136  of  the  Report  for  1908. 

There  are  no  by-laws  in  force  with  respect  to  slaughter- 
houses. 

No  meat  was  found  during  1909  to  be  unfit  for  human  con- 
sumption. 

HOP-PICKERS. 

By-laws  with  respect  to  hop-pickers’  quarters  are  in  force 
in  the  district. 

COMMON  LODGING-HOUSES. 

There  is  one  common  lodging-house  in  the  district  situated 
in  the  parish  of  Weobley.  It  was  not  built  for  the  purpose  to 
which  it  is  now  put.  The  four  sleeping  rooms  give  accommodation 
for  nine  persons.  I am  told  it  is  well  patronised,  in  spite  of  the 
very  meagre  accommodation  offered.  It  is  kept  in  a better  con- 
dition than  formerly,  but  there  is  still  room  for  improvement. 
By-laws  with  respect  to  common  lodging-houses  and  based  upon 
the  model  series  of  the  Local  Government  Board  were  adopted 
by  the  District  Council  on  August  6th,  1901,  and  received  the 
sanction  of  the  Board  on  October  nth,  1901. 

BAKEHOUSES. 

There  are  public  bakehouses  in  the  following  parishes  : — 
Canon  Pyon,  Dilwyn,  Kinnersley,  Preston-on- Wye,  and  Weobley 
(4).  They  are  kept  cleaner  than  formerly. 

SCHOOLS. 

At  Almeley  there  are  pail  closets,  and  ashes  are  used  in  place 
of  earth.  At  Moccas  neither  ashes  nor  earth  are  used  in  the  pails. 
It  is  important  that  earth  should  be  used  in  both  these  schools. 
At  the  schools  at  Blakemere,  Byford,  Canon  Pyon  and  Dilwyn 
there  are  pit  privies  which  should  be  done  away  with  and  replaced 
by  earth  closets.  There  is  no  proper  water  supply  at  the  Kin- 
nersley schools. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

An  account  of  the  methods  of  dealing  with  infectious  diseases 
in  the  district  will  be  found  on  pages  9 and  10  of  the  1907  Report. 

The  Council  has  entered  into  an  agreement  with  the  Hereford 
Rural  District  Council  to  make  use  of  the  hospital  which  that 
Council  has  erected  at  Stretton  Sugwas.  Eighteen  patients  were 
sent  from  the  Weobley  district  in  1909. 
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PERMISSIVE  POWERS. 

The  Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act,  1890,  and  the 
Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890,  have  not  been  adopted 
by  the  District  Council,  nor  does  the  Council  possess  any  of  the 
urban  powers  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875. 

There  are  no  by-laws  in  force  with  respect  to  private 
scavenging,  houses  let  in  lodgings,  tents  and  vans,  mortuaries  and 
cemeteries. 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 

Mr.  John  Pember  was  elected  Inspector  of  Nuisances  in  1900 
for  one  year,  and  has  been  re-elected  annually  since.  He  receives 
a salary  of  £50  per  annum,  one-half  of  which  is  contributed  by 
the  County  Council.  He  keeps  a bicycle,  and  pays  all  his 
travelling  and  incidental  expenses,  with  the  exception  of  stamps 
and  stationery.  He  also  holds  office  under  the  Council  as  School 
Attendance  Officer. 

REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Cases  inquired  into  37 

Patients  removed  to  hospital  18 

Houses  disinfected  and  cleansed 24 

Lots  of  bedding,  clothing,  etc.,  disinfected 24 

Schools  disinfected  5 

Cases  of  illegal  exposure o 

HOUSES. 

Erected  4 

Made  fit  for  habitation 16 

Closed  as  unfit  for  habitation  o 

Cleansed  and  whitewashed  35 

Overcrowding  abated  1 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Wells  sunk  o 

Wells  cleansed  and  repaired 10 

Wells  closed  o 

Samples  of  water  sent  for  analysis 12 

HOUSE  DRAINS. 

Laid  or  relaid 14 

Cleansed,  trapped,  and  ventilated  11 

Defective  waste-pipes  rectified  2 

Insanitary  lavatories,  sinks  and  urinals  rectified  . . 7 

Dumb  wells  rectified  0 
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WATER  CLOSETS. 

Additional  provided  0 

Repaired,  ventilated,  or  provided  with  cisterns. ...  2 

PRIVIES  AND  ASHPITS. 

Additional  privies  and  ashpits  provided 10 

Converted  to  w.c.’s  o 

Converted  to  pail  closets  5 

Repaired 17 

SCAVENGING. 

Houses  from  which  refuse  has  been  ordered  to  be 

removed 7 

Privies  ordered  to  be  cleansed  36 

Portable  receptacles  to  be  cleansed  3 

Removal  of  offensive  refuse 5 

LODGING-HOUSES. 

On  register  1 

Inspected  1 

Cleansed  and  repaired 1 

SLAUGHTER-HOUSES. 

On  register  5 

Inspected  5 

Cleansed  and  repaired  5 

DAIRIES  AND  COWSHEDS. 

On  register  6 

Contraventions  of  D.C.  and  M.  Order o 

UNSOUND  FOOD. 

Seizures  o 

CLERICAL  WORK. 

Letters  written  123 

Notices  served  33 

Notices  complied  with 27 

Notices  outstanding  6 

JOHN  PEMBER, 

Inspector  of  Nuisances. 

Norton  Canon,  Weobley, 

March,  1910. 


140 


WEOBLEY  RURAL  DISTRICT 


WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES. 

From  information  furnished  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  a 
Register  has  been  made  of  the  Worshops  situated  within  the 
Weobley  Rural  District. 

Attention  has  been  paid  during  the  year  to  the  limewashing 
of  Blacksmiths’  shops. 

ihe  following  is  a summary  of  the  Register  of  Workshops. 
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Tailor. 

Wheelwright. 

•'IVinJ, 

Almeley  

0 

2 

1 

0 

1 

0 

i 0 

0 

0 

0 

4 

Birley 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Bishopstoue 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

2 

Blakemere 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

2 

Byford  

0 

1 

0 

0 
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0 

0 

0 

1 

2 

Canon  Pyon 
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2 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

7 

Dilwyn  

1 

2 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

6 

Eardisland 

0 

2 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

1 

5 

Kings  Pyon 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

Kinnersley 

1 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

4 

Hansel  Lacy 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

3 

Moccas  

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Norton  Canon  . . 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

Preston-on- Wye 

1 

1 

0 

0 I 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

3 

Staunton-on-Wye  . . 

0 

3 

1 

1 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Weobley  

4 

2 

3 

2 ! 

0 

0 

2 

0 

1 

1 

15 

Yazor  

0 

1 

° I 

0 ; 

1 

0 

1 

0 I 

0 

0 

3 

Total  - - 

8 

24 

9 

3 

! 

8 

0 

3 

1 

2 

12 

70 

Workshops  Inspected  90 

Written  Notices  sent  6 

Defects  found 8 

,,  remedied  8 

Number  of  Outworkers 0 
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Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1909 

AND  PREVIOUS  YEARS. 
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1899  . . 

7031 

152 

21-6 

8 

52 

101 

14-3 

5 

0 

7 

108 

15'3 

1900  . . 

8985 

150 

21  '4 

20 

133 

108 

15-4 

6 

0 

6 

114 

16-3 

1901  . . 

8939 

160 

23  0 

9 

56 

119 

17-1 

5 

0 

10 

129 

18-0 

1902  . . 

6894 

162 

23  4 

17 

104 

lo3 

14'9 

8 

0 

4 

107 

15 ' 5 

1903  . . 

6849 

174 

25-4 

22 

126 

102 

14-8 

5 

0 

5 

107 

15 ' 6 

1904  . . 

6S04 

182 

26-7 

13 

71 

91 

13-3 

2 

0 

6 

97 

14-4 

1905  . . 

67 60 

162 

23  • 9 

17 

104 

116 

17‘1 

12 

0 

4 

120 

17-7 

1908  . . 

6716 

163 

24  2 

17 

104 

95 

14.1 

8 

0 

6 

101 

15-9 

1907  . . 

6672 

139 

20 '8 

9 

65 

99 

14-8 

12 

1 

5 

103 

15-4 

1908  . . 

6628 

143 

21  5 

6 

12 

112 

16’8 

10 

1 

3 

114 

17  1 

Averages 
for  years 

6828 

158 

23  1 

14 

87 

105 

15  ’3 

I 

•9 

6 

111 

16'2 

1899-1908 

l9  09 

6584 

147 

22.3 

15 

102 

93 

14*1 

10 

0 

5 

98 

14*8 

* Rates  in  Columns  4,  8,  and  13  calculated  per  1,000  of  estimated  population. 

Note. — The  deaths  included  in  Column  7 of  this  table  are  the  whole  of  those 
registered  during  the  year  as  having  actually  occurred  within  the  district.  The  deaths 
included  in  Column  12  are  the  number  in  Column  7,  corrected  by  the  subtraction  of 
the  number  in  Column  10  and  the  addition  of  the  number  in  Column  1 1. 

By  the  term  “ Non-residents  ” is  meant  persons  brought  into  the  district  on  account 
of  sicknoss  or  infirmity,  and  dying  in  public  institutions  there  : and  by  the  term 
Residents  ” is  meant  persons  who  have  been  taken  out  of  the  district  on  account  of 
sickness 

t 

the  Workhouse  within  the  district  {Cols.  0 and  10),  and  the  Countv  Asylum,  beyond 
the  district  (Col.  1 1 ). 

Ihe  Union  Workhouse  is  within  the  district. 

Total  population  at  all  ages 6,951  2j  _ 

Area  of  District  in  acres  1 I ° S 

(exclusive  of  area  49,472  Number  of  inhabited  houses 1,651  > ® -• 

covered  by  water).  I i « o 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house. . 4.2  <; 


less  or  infirmity,  and  have  died  in  public  institutions  elsewhere. 

The  “ Public  Institutions  ” taken  into  account  for  the  purposes  of  those  Tables  are 
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WEOBLEY  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Vital  Statistics  of  Registration  Sub-districts  in  1909 

AND  PREVIOUS  VEARS. 

Corrected  for  Residents  and  Non-residents. 


Names  of 
Localities 

Weobley. 

Dilwyn. 

1 EAR. 

| Population  esti- 
i mated  to  middle 
| of  each  year. 

Births  regis- 
tered. 

Deaths  at  all 
Ages. 

i 

Deaths  under 

1 year. 

Population  esti- 
mated to  middle 
of  each  year. 

Births  regis- 

tered. 

I )eaths  at  all  1 

ages. 

Deaths  under  1 

1 year 

a 

6 

c 

d 

a 

b 

1 

c 

d 

1899 

4152 

87 

63 

3 

2879 

65 

45 

5 

1900 

4121 

75 

66 

11 

2864 

75  | 

48 

9 

1901 

4090 

83 

70 

6 

2850 

77 

59 

4 

1902.',. . . 

4059 

95 

69 

10 

2835 

67 

38 

7 

1903 

4030 

98 

68 

15 

2819 

76 

39 

7 

1904 

4000 

89 

56 

10 

2804 

93 

41 

3 

1905 

3970 

101 

61 

6 

2790 

61 

59 

11 

1906 

3940 

91 

65 

11 

2776 

72 

36 

6 

1907 

3910 

79 

56 

4 

2762 

60 

47 

5 

1908 

3880 

71 

67 

4 

2850 

72 

47 

o 

Averages  for 

4015 

86 

64 

8 

j 72 

46 

6 

Years 

*2P4 

*159 

|93 

2823 

*25  5 

*162 

tS3 

1899 to  1908 

1909 

3850 

90 

*23.3 

63  j 11 

+16*3  tl22 

2734 

57 

*20-8 

35 

*12*8 

— *- 

o 

Notes. — 

(1)  The  separate  localities  adopted  for  this  Table  are  the  registration  sub-districts. 

(2)  Deaths  of  residents  occurring  in  public  institutions  beyond  the  district  are  included 

in  sub-columns  c of  this  Table,  and  those  of  non-residents  registered  in  public 
institutions  in  the  district  excluded. 

(3)  Deaths  of  residents  occurring  in  public  institutions,  whether  within  or  without  the 

district,  are  allotted  to  the  respective  localitias  according  to  the  addresses  of  the 
deceased. 

(4)  The  gross  totals  of  the  several  columns  in  this  Table  respectively  equal  the  correspond- 

ing totals  for  the  whole  districts  in  Tables  I.  and  IV.:  thus,  the  totals  of  sub- 
columns a,  b and  c agree  with  the  figures  for  the  year  in  the  columns  2,  3,  and 
12  respectively  of  Table  I. ; the  gross  total  of  the  sub-column  c agrees  with  the 
total  of  column  2 in  Table  1 V.,  and  the  grass  total  of  sub-columns  d with  the  total 
of  oulumn  3 in  Table  IV. 

* Kate  per  1,000  persons  living, 
t Rale  per  1,000  births,  or  infantile  mortality  rate 


Table  III.  (Local  Government  Board). 
WEOBLEY  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  Notified  during  the  Year  1909. 
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Hereford  Rural  District  Council. 


Table  IV.  extended.  Local  Government  Board. 
WEOBLEY  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at.  Death  during  the  Year  1909. 
Corrected  for  Residents  and  Non-residents. 
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TABLE  V.  (Local  Government  Board.) 

WEOBLEY  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Infantile  Mortality  during  Year  1909. 
Corrected  for  Residents  and  Non-Residents. 
Deaths  from  stated  Causes  fn  Weeks  and  Months  under 
One  Year  of  Age. 
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Ali.  Causes. 

Certified 1 4 

Uncertified  


i i 


In 


Small-pox  

Chicken-pox  

Measles 

Scarlet  Fever  

Diphtheria  : Croup  . 
Whooping  Cough .... 
Diarrhoea,  all  forms. 
Enteritis  ( not  lubcrc'li 
Gastritis,  Gastro  intes 
tinal  catarrh .... 
Premature  Birth .... 
Congenital  Defects  . . . 

Injury  at  Birth 

Want  of  Breast-milk. 
Atrophy,  Debility, 

Marasmus  

Tuberculous  Meningitis 
Tuberculous  Peritonitis! 

Tabes  Mesenterica. 
Other  Tuberculous 

diseases  

Erysipelas 

Syphilis 

Rickets 

Meningil is  ( ol  tubrrc'Is)\ 

Convulsions 

Bronchitis 

Pneumonia  

Otitis 

Pemphigus  neonatorum 


1 i 1 


2 

1 

l 

1 


15 


I 
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Rural  District  of  WEOBLEY: — Population  (estimated  to  middle  of  1909)  6584. 

T,  • • t qhq  f Legitimate,  137 

Births  in  1909  , ultimate,  10 

„ r I Legitimate  Infants,  13 

Deaths  in  19  3.)  of  ^ Illegitimate  Infants,  2 

Deaths  from  all  causes  at  all  ages  (corrected  for  Residents  and  Non-Residents) 
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BROMYARD  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


Area  in  acres  (exclusive  of  water) 

1891. 

1901. 

194  . . 

1909. 

194 

Population  (census) 

U591 

. . 1,663  • • 

— 

Population  (Midsummer)  . . 

— 

1,665  . . 

1,728 

Inhabited  houses  (census)  . . 

352 

• • 359  • • 

— 

Persons  per  house  

4-5 

4-6  •• 

— 

Rateable  value  25th  March 

— 

. . £6,086 

£6,409 

A penny  rate  produces  . . 

— 

£24  . . 

£26 

Birth-rate  per  1,000  population 

— 

27.0  . . 

24.8 

Death-rate  all  causes  per  1,000 

— 

19.2  .. 

16.7 

„ corrected  for  sex  and  age 

— 

— 

15.2 

The  Bromyard  Urban  District  was  formed  from  the  Bromyard  Rural 
Sanitary  District  on  January  1st,  1895.  It  includes  the  parish  of  Bromyard 
and  a portion  of  the  parish  of  Winslow  (L.G.B.  Order,  November  17th,  1894). 
Prior  to  January  18th,  1895,  the  area  now  included  in  the  Bromyard  Urban 
District  was  a Special  Drainage  District  of  the  Rural  Sanitary  District  of 
the  Bromyard  Union. 

PHYSICAL  FEATURES  AND  GENERAL  CHARACTER. 

The  Urban  District  of  Bromyard  is  situated  in  the  north-eastern  side 
of  the  county  of  Hereford,  and  is  entirely  surrounded  by  the  Bromyard  Rural 
District.  The  area  of  the  town  is  roughly  triangular  in  shape  with  the  apex 
of  the  triangle  on  the  western  and  the  base  on  the  eastern  side.  The  eastern 
boundary  is  formed  by  the  River  Frome  ; the  remaining  boundaries  are 
artificial.  The  lowest  part  of  the  town  (341ft.  above  sea-level)  is  about  100 
yards  north  of  Sherford  Bridge,  over  the  River  Frome.  At  the  Market 
Place  the  height  is  394ft.,  at  the  corner  of  Milvern  Lane  and  Sheep  Street 
416ft.,  and  at  the  boundary  of  the  town  on  New  Road  it  is  572ft.  above 
sea-level. 

The  geological  formation  is  Old  Red  Sandstone. 

In  the  middle  of  the  town  towards  the  eastern  side  the  houses  are 
gathered  together  in  compact,  fully  built-up  streets.  There  are  practically 
no  courts  or  back-to-back  houses.  Several  new  houses  have  been  erected 
lately  at  Westhill,  which  is  very  well  situated  from  a residential  point  of 
view,  being  550  feet  above  sea-level. 

INDUSTRIES. 

There  was  for  many  years  an  extensive  clothing  factory  giving  employ- 
ment to  men,  women,  and  girls  both  in  the  factory  and  as  out-workers.  This 
was  closed  in  the  autumn  of  1906.  The  only  industries  in  the  town  are  a 
tannery  and  a brickworks. 


POPULATION. 

The  population  of  the  area  now  included  in  the  Bromyard 
Urban  District  at  the  census  of  1891  was  1,591,  and  at  the  census 
of  1901  was  1,663.  The  estimated  population  at  the  middle  of 
x9°9>  upon  which  the  figures  in  this  report  are  based,  is  1,728- 
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BROMYARD  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


BIRTHS. 

No.  43.  Rate  per  1,000,  24.8. 

There  were  43  births  registered  in  the  Bromyard  Urban 
District  during  1909,  of  which  26  were  boys  and  17  girls,  equal  to 
a birth-rate  per  1,000  of  24.8.  This  rate  is  3.9  per  1,000  above 
that  recorded  in  1908  and  0.4  per  1,000  below  the  average  rate 
of  the  previous  ten  years.  The  birth-rate  in  England  and  Wales 
during  1909  was  25.6  per  1,000,  in  rural  districts  25.6  per  1,000,  and 
in  the  142  smaller  towns  24.8  per  1,000. 

The  number  of  legitimate  births  registered  was  equal  to  339 
per  1,000  of  the  married  women  between  the  ages  of  15  and  45 
years  living  in  Bromyard.  A reference  to  page  4 will  show  that 
the  birth-rate  in  Bromyard  calculated  in  this  way  is  higher  than 
that  which  prevailed  in  England  and  Wales  generally. 

DEATHS. 

No.  29.  Rate  per  1,000,  16.7. 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  Bromyard  Urban 
District  during  1909  was  23,  of  which  12  were  males  and  11  females. 
There  died  in  the  Bromyard  VVorkhouse  3 inmates,  in  the  Hereford 
County  Asylum  two  patients,  and  in  the  Worcester  County  Asylum 
one  patient,  whose  usual  places  of  residence  were  the  Bromyard 
Urban  District.  After  making,  therefore,  the  necessary  adjust- 
ments, the  number  of  deaths  among  residents  in  the  Bromyard 
Urban  District  was  29  (15  males  and  14  females),  equal  to  a death- 
rate  of  16.7  per  1,000.  This  rate  is  1.7  per  1,000  below  that 
recorded  in  1908,  and  is  0.7  per  1,000  above  the  average  death- 
rate  of  the  previous  ten  years.  (See  Table  I.,  p.  156.) 

The  death-rate  in  England  and  Wales  during  1909  was  14.5 
per  1,000,  in  rural  districts  13.6  per  1,000,  in  the  76  great  towns 
15.6  per  1,000,  and  in  the  142  smaller  towns,  14.5  per  1,000. 

Table  A. 

Following  are  the  ages  at  death  in  various  groups  for  the 
Bromyard  Urban  District  : — 


All 

Ages 

Under 

1 year. 

I to 

5 

5 to 

15 

15  to 
25 

25  to 
45 

45  to 
05 

05  to 
75 

75  to 
85 

Over 

85 

Urban  Districts 

29 

2 

9 

I 

0 

4 

3 

8 

I 

1 

UNCERTIFIED  DEATHS. 


Of  the  23  deaths  registered  in  the  Bromyard  Urban  District 
in  1909,  there  were  22  certified  by  registered  medical  practitioners, 
and  one  by  the  Coroner. 
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illegitimacy. 

Births. — During  1909  there  were  registered  in  the  Bromyard 
Urban  District  two  illegitimate  births,  equal  to  4.6  per  cent,  of  the 
total  births,  or  to  1.1  per  1,000  of  the  population  living. 

The  proportion  of  illegitimate  births  to  the  number  of  un- 
married women  between  the  ages  of  15  and  45  years  was  as  7.5 
to  1,000,  or  about  equal  to  that  prevailing  in  England  and  Wales 
generally.  INFANTILE  MORTALITY.  Average  of 

10  years, 
1909.  1899-1908. 

Bromyard  Urban  District  ....  46  . . 106 

The  amount  of  child  mortality  is  measured  by  stating  the 
number  of  children  who  have  died  under  one  year  old  within  a 
certain  period  in  proportion  to  1,000  births  during  the  same  period. 
In  the  Bromyard  Urban  District  during  1909  there  were  born 
43  children,  and  2 children  died  under  twelve  months  old.  The 
infantile  mortality  rate  was  thus  equal  to  46  per  1,000  births. 
This  number  was  below  the  average  (106)  for  the  previous  ten 
years.  In  England  and  Wales  this  rate  during  1909  was  109  per 
1,000  births,  and  in  the  rural  districts  98  per  1,000  ; in  the  76 
great  towns  118,  and  in  the  142  smaller  towns  111  per  1,000. 

Illegitimate  Deaths. — There  were  no  deaths  among  ille- 
gitimate children  under  twelve  months  old  in  1909  in  the  Brom- 
yard Urban  District. 

ZYMOTIC  (INFECTIOUS)  DISEASES. 

The  seven  diseases  named  below  are  those  which  are  included 
in  the  expression  “ principal  zymotic  diseases.” 


No.  of  cases. 

No.  of  deaths 

Small-pox 

0 

0 

Measles 

* 

8 

Scarlet  fever 

5 

0 

Whooping  Cough 

* 

0 

Diphtheria 

0 

0 

Typhoid  fever 

0 

0 

Diarrhoea 

* 

* Not  notifiable. 

0 

Average  of 

Phthisis.  10  years, 

1909.  1899-1908. 

Death-rate  per  1,000 0.57  ..  1.60 

Ihe  one  death  from  consumption  occurred  in  the  Worcester 
County  Asylum,  a female  of  68  years. 

A scheme  of  voluntary  notification  has  been  in  force  in  the 
Urban  District  since  July  3rd,  1905.  No  cases  of  the  disease 
were  notified  either  under  the  voluntary  scheme  or  the  Public 
Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1908. 
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Average  of 


Cancer.  io  years, 

1909.  1899-1908. 

Death-rate  per  1,000  0.57  ..  0.68 


The  one  death  from  cancer  was  of  a man  73  years  of  age. 
HOUSE  ACCOMMODATION. 

The  average  number  of  persons  per  house  at  the  last  census 
was  4.6.  No  houses  were  certified  by  me  during  1909  as  un- 
inhabitable under  Section  30  of  the  Housing  of  the  Working 
Classes  Act,  1890.  The  majority  of  the  houses  occupied  by  the 
labouring  classes  are  fairly  well  built,  but  there  are  some  which 
require  constant  supervision. 

SEWERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE. 

Plans  for  a complete  system  of  sewerage  for  the  town  have 
been  prepared  by  Mr.  J.  E.  Wilcox,  engineer,  of  Birmingham, 
and  have  been  considered  by  the  Council.  A new  12-inch  stone- 
ware pipe  sewer  has  been  laid  in  Sheep  Street  for  a length  of  280 
yards,  and  two  old  stone  drains  abolished.  This  sewer  connects 
with  an  old  stone  drain  in  St.  Peter’s  Lane,  which  discharges  on 
to  the  Porthouse  field  above  the  railway  and  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  church.  Two  new  stoneware  pipe  sewers  have  been  laid, 
viz.,  a 12-inch  in  Hereford  Street  for  a length  of  76  yards  ; and 
a 7-inch  in  the  King’s  Arms  yard  entry  for  the  drainage  of  four 
houses  and  the  yard.  These  take  the  place  of  old  stone  drains 
which  had  become  so  defective  that  adjoining  premises  were 
constantly  being  flooded  by  foul  storm  water  after  rain.  The 
new  sewer  in  Hereford  Street  is  connected  to  a stone  drain 
which  empties  into  the  main  sewer  in  Pump  Street.  During  1906 
pipe  sewers  were  laid  in  the  Old  Road  and  Linton  Lane.  A stone 
drain  traverses  the  top  end  of  Milvern  Lane  and  empties  on  to 
a field.  A pipe  drain  in  Church  Street  discharges  on  to  and  over 
the  meadow  behind  the  Police  Station.  A pipe  drain  from 
Sherford  Street  discharges  directly  into  the  river  Froine  near  the 
northern  side  of  the  bridge.  The  principal  main  drain  of  the 
town  (from  Pump  Street)  is  of  stone  and  discharges  into  an  open 
ditch  at  the  side  of  Chapel  meadow.  The  ditch  is  open  for  about 
no  yards  before  it  discharges  into  the  River  Frome.  The  Council 
have  decided  to  put  down  filter  beds  and  to  treat  the  sewage  from 
the  Sherford  Street  drain  and  from  the  main  drain  before  it  is 
discharged  into  the  stream.  During  the  past  year  a section  of 
nine-inch  stoneware  pipe  sewer  was  laid  in  the  Old  Road  to  take 
the  drainage  from  some  new  villas.  This  sewer  is  to  be  extended 
for  a distance  of  120  yards. 
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The  majority  of  the  houses  in  the  town  are  provided  with 
privy  middens.  There  are  some  pail  closets  and  earth  closets,  and 
an  increasing  number  of  water-closets  is  being  constructed. 

I consider  it  is  desirable  that  the  Council  should  come  to 
some  definite  decision  as  to  whether  the  privy  closets  which  are 
attached  to  cottages  and  houses  in  the  centre  of  the  town  should 
be  replaced  by  water  closets. 

SCAVENGING. 

The  savenging  of  the  streets  is  carried  out  daily  by  the 
Council’s  workmen.  House  refuse  is  removed  weekly  at  the  cost 
of  the  Council.  During  the  summer  months  the  streets  are  watered 
with  a solution  of  calcium  chloride. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Since  the  completion  of  the  Waterworks  in  1901  a decreasing 
number  of  houses  in  the  town  obtain  water  from  wells  provided 
with  pumps  on  the  premises. 

The  Waterworks  supply  is  drawn  from  springs  which  are 
protected  from  surface  water  pollution  by  iron  cyclinders,  and  are 
situated  on  land  at  Buckenhill,  the  property  of  R.  Phipps,  Esq. 
The  water  gravitates  from  the  springs  to  a pumping  station  at  the 
Three  Mills,  and  is  raised  from  this  point  by  a water  wheel  in  con- 
junction with  an  oil  engine  to  the  low  level  reservoir,  which  holds 

100.000  gallons.  This  reservoir  supplies  the  low  level  district 
and  is  506ft.  above  sea  level  and  165ft.  above  the  lowest  hydrant 
near  Sherford  Bridge,  where  the  pressure  in  the  mains  is  73 lbs. 
to  the  square  inch.  The  high  level  reservoir,  with  a capacity  of 

20.000  gallons,  is  situated  at  Flaggoner  Green,  and  supplies  the 
high  level  district.  This  reservoir  draws  its  supply  from  the  low 
level  reservoir  by  means  of  a wind-motor,  and  is  578  feet  above 
sea  level,  and  103  feet  above  the  lowest  hydrant  in  York  Road, 
where  the  pressure  is  45 lbs.  to  the  square  inch.  A 3-inch  main 
was  laid  in  1907  to  supply  some  newly-erected  houses  in  the  New 
Road.  There  is  also  a tower  tank  with  a capacity  of  800  gallons, 
adjoining  the  high  level  reservoir,  for  supplying  a few  houses 
which  cannot  be  supplied  from  the  reservoir.  This  storage  was 
formerly  inadequate,  but  since  the  Council  has  coupled  the  pumping 
main,  the  Tower  tank  is  not  dependent  upon  the  wind  motor,  for 
it  can  now  be  filled  by  the  oil  engine  which  has  been  provided 
at  the  pumping  station. 

The  weekly  consumption  of  water  in  1909  was  90,000  gallons, 
or  7-5  gallons  per  head  of  1,700  consumers. 

(For  most  of  the  information  relating  to  the  water  supply  and 
drainage  I am  indebted  to  the  Town  Surveyor,  Mr.  J.  D.  Barrs.) 
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DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS  AND  MILKSHOPS. 

There  is  one  cowshed  on  the  register.  Milk  is  also  brought 
into  the  town  from  dairies  in  the  adjoining  parishes.  I have 
reported  on  the  desirability  of  making  regulations  under  the 
Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  Order,  1885,  and  the  question 
has  been  considered  by  the  Council,  but  no  decision  has  been  come 
to. 

SLAUGHTER-HOUSES. 

There  are  now  three  slaughter-houses  in  the  town.  None  of 
them  were  registered  for  a limited  period.  They  are  all  well  built 
and  have  good  floors.  They  are  well  supplied  with  water,  and  are 
kept  fairly  clean. 

BAKEHOUSES. 

The  seven  bakehouses  in  the  town  are  kept  in  a better  con- 
dition than  formerly,  although  in  some  there  is  room  for  improve- 
ment, especially  as  regards  the  floors. 

COMMON  LODGING-HOUSES. 

The  two  registered  common  lodging-houses  in  the  town 
adjoin  one  another  and  have  a back  yard  common  to  both.  About 
20  yards  to  the  rear  of  the  premises  are  two  privies.  I have  on 
former  occasions  suggested  that  these  should  be  converted  either 
to  earth-closets  or  water  closets.  There  is  accommodation  in  one 
house  for  17  lodgers  ; in  the  other  for  13.  I visited  both  houses 
on  occasion  after  the  lodgers  had  gone  to  bed  and  found  no  over- 
crowding, and,  as  far  as  I am  aware,  this  does  not  occur.  There 
are  in  each  house  three  bedrooms  for  lodgers.  Only  one  bedroom 
has  a fireplace.  Neither  house  was  built  specially  for  a lodging- 
house.  By-laws  with  respect  to  common  lodging-houses,  based 
on  the  model  series,  are  in  force. 

SCHOOLS. 

There  are  two  public  elementary  schools  in  the  Urban 
District  with  an  aggregate  accommodation  for  310  pupils.  At 
the  1901  census  there  were  311  children  in  Bromyard  between 
the  ages  of  5 and  14  years.  Both  schools  were  formerly  managed 
by  the  Bromyard  School  Board. 

Water-closets  are  provided  in  the  girls’  school  and  earth 
closets  at  the  boys’.  The  drainage  of  both  schools  is  connected 
with  the  public  sewers. 

ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 

The  Isolation  Hospital  erected  in  1896  jointly  by  the  Urban 
and  Rural  District  Councils  has  accommodation  for  four  patients 
in  two  separate  wards.  During  1909  one  scarlet  fever  patient  was 
admitted  from  the  Urban  District. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

An  account  of  the  methods  adopted  for  the  prevention  of 
infectious  diseases  will  be  found  on  pages  9 and  10  of  the  1907 
Report. 

PERMISSIVE  POWERS. 

The  Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act,  1890,  was 
adopted  by  the  District  Council  in  1895. 

The  Council  has  not  adopted  the  Infectious  Disease  (Pre- 
vention) Act,  1890. 

By-laws  are  in  force  in  the  district  with  respect  to 
The  cleansing  of  footways  and  pavements. 

The  removal  of  house  refuse. 

The  cleansing  of  earth-closets,  privies  and  ashpits. 
Nuisances. 

Slaughter-houses. 

Common  lodging-houses,  and 
New  streets  and  buildings. 

WORKSHOPS. 

From  information  furnished  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  I have 
made  a register  of  the  workshops  situated  within  the  Bromyard 
Urban  District. 

The  blacksmiths’  shops  have  been  limewashed  during  the 
year. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  register  : — 


Blacksmiths  2 

Bootmakers  6 

Builders  2 

Cabinetmakers  2 

Coachbuilders  1 

Dressmakers  5 

Harness- makers  2 

Machinists  3 

Monumental  masons  2 

Tailors  7 

Watchmakers  2 

Wheelwright  1 

Total  35 

Workshops  inspected  20 

Written  notices  o 

Defects  found  o 
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SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 

Mr.  Thomas  Barrs  was  appointed  Inspector  of  Nuisances 
upon  the  formation  of  the  Urban  District  in  1895.  He  is  re- 
appointed annually  and  receives  a salary  of  £8  per  annum,  one- 
half  of  which  is  repaid  by  the  County  Council.  He  holds  no  other 
appointment  under  the  Bromyard  Urban  District  Council,  but  is 
Inspector  of  Nuisances  for  the  Bromyard  Rural  District. 

REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Cases  inquired  into  5 

Patients  removed  to  Hospital  1 

Houses  disinfected  and  cleansed 4 

Lots  of  bedding,  etc.,  disinfected 4 

Cases  of  illegal  exposure  o 

Schools  disinfected  3 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Wells  sunk  o 

Wells  cleansed  and  repaired 0 

Well  closed  2 

Samples  of  water  sent  for  analysis  o 

Houses  connected  to  water  main 8 

HOUSE  DRAINS. 

Laid  or  relaid 5 

Cleansed,  trapped,  and  ventilated  5 

Defective  waste-pipes  rectified  2 

Insanitary  lavatories,  sinks  and  urinals  rectified  . . 1 

Dumb  wells  rectified  o 

House  drains  rectified 1 

WATER  CLOSETS. 

Additional  provided  6 

Repaired,  ventilated,  or  provided  with  cisterns  . . 4 

PRIVIES  AND  ASHPITS. 

Additional  privies  and  ashpits  provided 0 

Converted  to  w.c.’s  4 

Converted  to  pail  closets  0 

Repaired 0 
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SCAVENGING. 

Houses  from  which  refuse  lias  been  ordered  to  be 

removed 16 

Privies  ordered  to  be  cleansed  6 

Portable  receptacles  to  be  cleansed  o 

Removals  of  offensive  refuse  0 

Cesspits  emptied  5 

LODGING-HOUSES. 

On  register  2 

Inspected  2 

Cleansed  and  repaired 2 

SLAUGHTER-HOUSES. 

On  register  3 

Inspected  3 

Cleansed  and  repaired 3 

DAIRIES  AND  COWSHEDS. 

On  register  1 

Contraventions  of  D.C.  and  M.  Order o 

UNSOUND  FOOD. 

Seizures  I 

CLERICAL  WORK. 

Letters  written  12 

Notices  served  3 

Notices  complied  with 3 

Notices  outstanding  o 

There  was  an  unfortunate  outbreak  of  measles  in  January. 
With  this  exception  the  district  was  very  free  from  infectious 
disease.  No  case  was  notified  in  the  second  half  of  the  year.  The 
slaughter-houses  and  bakehouses  are  kept  fairly  clean,  but  there 
is  still  room  for  improvement.  Through  the  removal  by  the 
Council  ot  house-refuse  several  nuisances  have  been  abated. 

T.  BARRS, 

Inspector  of  Nuisances' 

Deykins  Green,  Bromyard. 

January  10th , tqio. 
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* Kates  in  Columns  4,  8 and  13  calculated  per  1,000  of  estimated  population. 

Note. — The  deatlis  included  in  Column  7 of  this  Table  are  the  whole  of  these  registered 
during  the  year  as  having  actually  occurred  within  the  district.  The  deaths  included  in 
Column  12  are  the  number  in  Column  7,  corrected  by  the  subtraction  of  the  number  in 
Column  10  and  the  addition  of  the  number  in  Column  11. 

By  the  term  " Non-residents  ” is  meant  persons  brought  into  the  district  on  account  of 
sickness  or  infirmity,  and  dying  in  public  institutions  there  ; and  by  the  term  “ Residents  ” 
is  meant  persons  who  have  been  taken  out  of  the  district  on  account  of  sickness  or 
infirn  ity,  and  have  died  in  public  institutions  elsewhere. 

f The  “ Public  institutions  ” taken  into  account  for  the  purposes  of  these  Tables  are  the 
Bromyard  Cottage  Hospital  within  the  district  (Cols  9 and  10),  and  the  Bromyard 
Workhouse,  Isolation  Hospital,  Hereford  County  Asylum,  Herefordshire  General  Hospital, 
Worcester  General  Infirmary  and  Worcester  County  Asylum  beyond  the  district  (Col.  11). 

Total  population  at  all  ages 1663 

Area  of  District  in  acres  i 

(exclusive  of  area'  19 1 Number  of  inhabited  houses  359 

covored  by  water)  ) o 

Average  number  of  persons  per  houses  4 6 <;  w 
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(Table  II.  is  not  required). 

Table  III.  (Local  Government  Board). 
BROMYARD  URBAN  DISTRICT. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  Notified  during  the 


Year  1909. 


Notifiable 

Disease. 

Cases  Notified  in  whole  District. 
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0 

0 

0 
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0 
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0 
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Phthisis  
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0 

0 

0 

0 
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0 

Totals  

5 

0 

1 

2 

1 

1 

0 

1 

The  Joint  Isolation  Hospital  of  the  Bromyard  Urban  and  Rural  District  Council 

is  situated  in  the  Rural  District. 
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Table  IV.  (extended).  (Local  Government  Board) 


BROMYARD  URBAN  DISTRICT. 


Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1909. 


Corrected  for  Residents  and  Non-residents. 


Causes  of  Death. 
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TABLE  V.  (Local  Government  Board) 
BROMYARD  URBAN  DISTRICT. 
Infantile  Mortality  during  Year  1909. 
Corrected  for  Residents  and  Non-Residents. 

Deaths  from  stated  Causes  in  Weeks  and  Months  under 

One  Year  of  Age. 
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CAUSE  OF  DEATH.  - , ~ 
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All  Causes. 
Certified 
Uncertified 


Small-pox 

Chicken-pox 

Measles  

Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria  : Croup  . . 
Wboopir.g  Cough 
Diarrhoea,  all  forms  . . 
Enteritis  ( not  Tuberculous) 
Gastritis,  Gastro-intestinal 
Catarrah 
Premature  Birth 
Congenital  Defects  . . 
Injury  at  Birth  . . 

Want  of  Breast-milk.  . 
Atrophy,  Debility, 

Marasmus 
Tuberculous  Meningitis 
Tuberculous  Peritonitis  : 

Tabes  Mesenteries 
Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

Erysipelas  

Syphilis  

Rickets  

Meningitis  ( not  Tuberculous 

Convulsions  

Bronchitis 

Laryngitis 

Pneumonia  

Suffocation,  overlaying  . . 
Other  causes  
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Urban  District  of  Bromyard  Population  (estimated  to  middle  of  1909)  1728. 

Births  in  1909  : — Legitimate,  41  ; Illegitimate,  2. 

, ( Legitimate  Infants  2 
Deaths  in  1909  of  Tl,  ...  , T - 

( Illegitimate  Infants  0 

Deaths  from  all  causes  at  all  ages  (corrected  for  Residents  and  Non-residents)  29. 


} under  One  year.' 
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FROOME  VALLEY  CONVALESCENT  HOME. 

Froome  Bank  Convalescent  Home  was  established  in  October, 
1906,  by  Messrs.  Cadbury  Bros.,  of  Bournville,  for  the  purpose  of 
giving  their  work-girls  recovering  from  some  illness  an  opportunity 
to  regain  their  health  in  the  country  before  going  back  to  work 
again. 

The  accompanying  illustrations  show  the  manner  in  which 
some  of  the  existing  buildings  have  been  adapted  to  enable  a few 
of  the  girls  to  live  a complete  open-air  life. 


